
Two Centuries of Service

Vice  President  of  Instruction  Tim  Cook  congratulates
Philosophy instructor Otto Schlumpf, who taught at Clark for
25 years.

On December 3, Clark College employees gathered in Gaiser
Student Center to nibble on pastries from the Bakery
Department, celebrate the holidays, and honor their colleagues
who are retiring during the 2013-14 academic year.
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Scott Root and Kathy Bobula

Thirteen retirees were retiring this year; together, they have
provided the college with a combined 241 years of service.
Five of the retirees had worked at Clark for more than three
decades each, a testament to the college’s work environment.

One of those longtime employees, Early Childhood Education and
Psychology professor Kathy Bobula, spoke about the change she
has seen at the college over her 31 years of working here.
“When  I  came  here,  there  were  about  4,000  students,  no
computers–we used chalk,” she said as she accepted an honorary
plaque. “And I knew everybody. … There is sometimes a wistful
longing for those days, when we all knew each other and the
college was smaller. But look at how many more student we’re
serving now–that’s a good thing.”

Bobula, like many retiring faculty members, plans to continue
teaching part-time after her retirement. “You can’t just give
up your audience cold turkey,” she quipped. “You have to do it
gradually.”



John  Fite  and  his  wife,
Nancy

Economics  professor  John  Fite,  however,  says  he  will  be
content to leave the classroom and spend time with his wife
traveling  and  enjoying  their  second  home  in  the  San  Juan
Islands. Of course, this is his third retirement: Fite served
in the U.S. Air Force for 20 years, followed by 18 years
working as a commercial airline pilot.

Director of Business Services Karen Wynkoop, meanwhile, is
already searching for a good volunteer position to keep her
occupied after leaving Clark. Wynkoop says she will miss both
her colleagues and the students she met while working on the
ASCC Finance Committee, some of whom she still keeps in touch
with.

Vice President of Tim Cook addressed the assembled guests and
offered thanks to the retirees on behalf of the college. “We
are  truly  a  fortunate  college,”  he  said,  noting  how  many
retirees had stayed at Clark for decades. “It shows we are
still a nice, family environment and a nice place to work,
where people care about each other.
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Jennifer Wheeler and Richard
Bartz greet Paula Cole and
Kathy Bobula.

The 2013-14 retirees are:

FACULTY

Katherine Bobula was hired to teach Early Childhood Education
as a faculty member in September 1982.  She was awarded tenure
in  1985  and  has  taught  in  both  the  ECE  and  Psychology
departments. Professor Bobula will retire on June 20, 2014,
after 31 years of service to Clark College.

Becky  Ellis  was  hired  as  a  faculty  member  in  Nursing  in
September 2003. She was awarded tenure in 2010. Professor
Ellis is retiring on June 20, 2014, after 8 years of service
to Clark College.

John  Fite  was  hired  as  a  faculty  member  in  Economics  in
September 2006. He was awarded tenure in 2010. Professor Fite
will retire on August 30, 2014, after 7 years of service to
Clark College.

Stephen Jones was hired as a faculty member in Biology in
September 2007. He retired on June 20, 2013, after 6 years of
service to Clark College.
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Otto Schlumpf was hired as a faculty member in Philosophy in
January 1988. He retired on June 20, 2013, after 25 years of
service to Clark College.

Ian Titterton was hired as a faculty member in Culinary Arts
in September 2005. He was awarded tenure in 2008. Professor
Titterton will be retiring on June 20, 2014, after 8 years of
service to Clark College.

Classified Retirees

Irene  Benack  served  as  a  Fiscal  Technician  Supervisor  in
Accounting. She was originally hired in 1999 and retired from
her position on September 12, 2013, after 14 years of service
to Clark College.

Michele Eason was originally hired in 1981 in Admission. She
retired from her her current position as Program Assistant in
the Financial Aid Department on July 31, 2013, after 31 years
of service to Clark College.

Linda Fifarek was originally hired part-time as a Cashier 1 in
the Bakery Department in January 1979. She retired from her
her current permanent position as Fiscal Technician lead in
the Culinary Arts Department on August 5, 2013, after 32 years
of service to Clark College.

Tom Kaarto (Facilities Services) was hired as a full-time
temporary  Carpenter  Lead  in  the  Maintenance  Department  in
August 1981. He retired from his current permanent position as
Maintenance Mechanic 3 in the Facilities Services Department
on September 26, 2013, after 31 years of service to Clark
College.

Scott  Root  (Information  Technology)  was  hired  as  a  Media
Services Operator in the Media Department in August 1981. He
is  retiring  from  his  current  position  as  an  Information
Technology Specialist 3 in the IT Department on December 31,
2013, after 32 years of service to Clark College.



Peggy Winston was hired as an Office Assistant 2 with the
Foundation  in  September  1997,  retiring  from  her  current
position as Program Coordinator in the Music Department. She
retired from her position on October 31, 2013, after 9 years
of service to Clark College.

Exempt Retirees

Karen Wynkoop was hired as Director of Business Services in
the  Administrative  Services  Department.  She  was  originally
hired in 2005 and is retiring from her position on December
31, 2013, after 7 years of service to Clark College.
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Associate  Vice  President  of  Human  Resources  Darcy  Rourk
contributed to this article.

View more photos on Flickr.
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