
Clark College among nation’s
best

Highlighting  the  critical  importance  of  improving  student
success in America’s community colleges, the Aspen Institute
College Excellence Program today named Clark College as one of
the nation’s top 150 community colleges eligible to compete
for the 2017 Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence and
$1  million  dollars  in  prize  funds,  as  well  as  Siemens
Technical  Scholars  Program  student  scholarships.

The Prize, awarded every two years, is the nation’s signature
recognition  of  high  achievement  and  performance  among
America’s community colleges and recognizes institutions for
exceptional student outcomes in four areas: student learning,
certificate and degree completion, employment and earnings,
and access and success for minority and low-income students.
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“We are excited and honored to be selected as one of the top
150 community colleges in the country,” said Robert K. Knight,
president of Clark College. “Students and student success is
at the heart of everything we do, and it is wonderful to have
the hard work of our exceptional faculty and staff recognized
in this way. Our new strategic plan and program initiatives
are  all  aimed  at  increasing  student  success,  and  being
selected as one of top community colleges is proof we are
moving towards this goal.”

Nearly half of America’s college students attend community
college, with more than 7 million students – youth and adult
learners – working towards certificates and degrees in these
institutions across the country.

“Community colleges have tremendous power to change lives, and
their success will increasingly define our nation’s economic
strength  and  the  potential  for  social  mobility  in  our
country,” said Josh Wyner, executive director of the Aspen
Institute  College  Excellence  Program.  “This  competition  is
designed to spotlight the excellent work being done in the
most  effective  community  colleges,  those  that  best  help
students  obtain  meaningful,  high-quality  education  and
training for competitive-wage jobs after college. We hope it
will raise the bar and provide a roadmap to better student
outcomes for community colleges nationwide.”

A  full  list  of  the  selected  colleges  and  details  on  the
selection process are available at www.aspenprize.org.

Clark College and 149 other community colleges were selected
from a national pool of over 1,000 public two-year colleges
using publicly available data on student outcomes in three
areas:

Performance  (retention,  graduation  rates  including
transfers, and degrees and certificates per 100 full-
time equivalent students)

http://www.aspenprize.org


Improvement  (awarded  for  steady  improvement  in  each
performance metric over time)
Equity  (evidence  of  strong  completion  outcomes  for
minority and low-income students)

Clark College has been invited to submit an application to the
Aspen  Prize  for  Community  College  Excellence  containing
detailed data on degree and certificate completion (including
progress  and  transfer  rates),  labor  market  outcomes
(employment and earnings), and student learning outcomes.

Ten finalists will be named in fall 2016. The Aspen Institute
will then conduct site visits to each of the finalists and
collect additional quantitative data. A distinguished Prize
Jury will select a grand prize winner and a few finalists with
distinction in early 2017.

The Aspen Prize is funded by the Joyce Foundation, the Siemens
Foundation, and the Kresge Foundation.

Scholarship Opportunities

For the first time, the 150 Prize-eligible institutions are
also  invited  to  nominate  exceptional  students  enrolled  in
their best middle-skill STEM programs for scholarships. Up to
50 Siemens Technical Scholars will be selected from programs
that provide outstanding preparation for high-demand jobs in
manufacturing,  energy,  health  care,  and  information
technology. A partnership between the Siemens Foundation and
the Aspen Institute, the Siemens Technical Scholars Program
intends to help our nation’s community colleges and their
business partners bridge the gap between projected shortages
of skilled workers and the millions of high-demand jobs in
these STEM industries. Scholarship winners and the programs
that deliver rigorous training enabling their success will be
announced in fall 2016. For more information and to view video
profiles  of  2015  Siemens  Technical  Scholars,  go  to:
http://as.pn/stscholars.
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About the Aspen College Excellence Program

The Aspen College Excellence Program aims to advance higher
education  practices,  policies,  and  leadership  that
significantly  improve  student  outcomes.  Through  the  Aspen
Prize  for  Community  College  Excellence,  the  New  College
Leadership  Project,  and  other  initiatives,  the  College
Excellence Program works to improve colleges’ understanding
and capacity to teach and graduate students, especially the
growing  population  of  low-income  and  minority  students  on
American  campuses.  For  more  information,  visit
www.aspeninstitute.org/college-excellence.

About the Aspen Institute

The  Aspen  Institute  is  an  educational  and  policy  studies
organization based in Washington, DC. Its mission is to foster
leadership  based  on  enduring  values  and  to  provide  a
nonpartisan  venue  for  dealing  with  critical  issues.  The
Institute is based in Washington, DC; Aspen, Colorado; and on
the Wye River on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. It also has offices
in New York City and an international network of partners. For
more information, visit www.aspeninstitute.org.

About Clark College

Located in Vancouver’s Central Park and serving up to 14,000
students  per  quarter,  Clark  College  is  Washington  State’s
largest  single-campus,  for-credit  community  college.  The
college currently offers classes at three satellite locations:
one on the Washington State University Vancouver campus; one
in the Columbia Tech Center in East Vancouver; and one in the
Columbia River Gorge in Bingen, Washington. Additionally, its
Economic & Community Development program is housed in the
Columbia Bank Building in downtown Vancouver.
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