Young scientists unite
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Students competing at the 2017 Southwest Washington Regional
Science Olympiad.

Burning marshmallows, miniature hovercrafts, robotic arms, and
the perennial favorite, bottle rockets, were a just a few of
the 48 activities featured at this year’'s Southwest Regional
Science Olympiad Tournament, which took place at Clark College
on Saturday, March 4.
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Mid-experiment at the
Science Olympiad.

More than 350 young scientists from 20 middle-school and 18
high-school teams competed in the Olympiad, coming from as far
north as La Push, Washington, and as far south as Corvallis,
Oregon. Winning teams from the regional competition earned
spots in the Washington State Science Olympiad, which will
take place at Highline College in Des Moines, Washington, on
April 15.

Science Olympiad is a national nonprofit organization that
encourages a Llove of science through educational
opportunities, hands-on activities, and regional, state, and
national tournaments.

STEM Coordinator Erin Harwood, who oversaw the planning and
logistics for the tournament, said she was very pleased with
the outcome of the event.

“We’ve had a four-year break from hosting any Science Olympiad
event this large, and it’s been a very long time since we
hosted a regional event, so this was a nice change and a great
way to get back to hosting again,” she said. “It was really
amazing how many students volunteered, and the faculty and
staff-even the Dean!—got in on helping out.”
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Clark students
volunteered to help
make the Olympiad
possible.
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More than 130 volunteers—most of them Clark College students,
employees, and alumni—helped make the event possible.

At the end of the day, the school teams, event volunteers, and
others who participated in the tournament gathered in the
0’'Connell Sports Complex gymnasium for an awards ceremony
filled with energy and enthusiasm. Students from the Quileute
Tribal School, whose team had traveled the farthest to
participate in the Olympiad, shared a song and words of
encouragement with the other attendees before the awards were
announced. Eleven teams, five from middle schools and six from
high schools, will be continuing on to the state tournament.
Camas schools will represent a full five of those eleven teams
moving on to the state level.

The following teams will be advancing to the Washington state
competition:

B DIVISION (MIDDLE SCHOOL)

= 1°" PLACE: Skyridge (Blue Team)
= 2" PLACE: Liberty (Black Team)
= 3" PLACE: Skyridge (Green Team)
= 4™ PLACE: Jason Lee (Red Team)
- 5™ PLACE: ExCEL

C DIVISION (HIGH SCHOOL)

= 1°" PLACE: Camas (Black Team)
= 2" PLACE: Camas (Red Team)

= 3 PLACE: Woodinville

= 4™ PLACE: Union (Black Team)
- 5™ PLACE: Skyline



= 6™ PLACE: Washougal (Black Team)

For more photos of the event, visit our Flickr album.
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