
Spring Welcome Week

Spring Welcome Week kicked off on Monday, April 8. Students
returning to campus for spring term were greeted by blossoming
trees  and  flowers—and  a  plethora  of  Clark  staff  members
volunteering  at  information  tables  inside  buildings  around
campus.  Helpful  volunteers  answered  students’  questions,
offered  directions,  provided  campus  maps  and  more.  These
information tables were successful in helping students feel
welcomed by the many staff and faculty who volunteered to help
Clark students.

Warmer, dry weather invited students to gather outside to sit
on benches or walk the paths around campus, and particularly
to view and take photos of the blooming cherry trees. Inside
Gaiser Hall, students congregated in their favorite gathering
spots to catch up with friends and classmates.
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Student Involvement Fair
Gaiser  Student  Center  bustled  with  activity  as  students,
staff,  and  faculty  gathered  for  Clark’s  Spring  Term
Involvement Fair on April 10. Students stopped at the tables
that filled the hall to ask questions and to learn more about
the college’s support services, student clubs, and programs.

Clark College wants to ensure students know about and can
access  wrap-around  services,  including  Penguin  Pantry,
Disability Support Services, Counseling and Health Center, and
more. The Student Involvement Fair, which is held during the
first  week  of  every  quarter,  is  an  excellent  way  for
students—particularly new students—to learn more about these
programs, services, and opportunities. Standing at the Office
of  Diversity,  Equity,  and  Inclusion  table,  Rosalba  Pitkin
offered flyers and information about the Students of Color
Luncheon, Noche de Familia, and other upcoming events. At the
Counseling and Health Center table, students could learn about
free  health  and  counseling  services  and  the  center’s  new
sensory room, which has been popular among students.
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At  Clark’s  ASCC  student  government  table,  student  leaders
answered  students’  questions  and  shared  information  about
getting involved with student government. Students stopped by
the Activities Programming Board table to learn about upcoming
opportunities to connect with fellow students—including making
a Swiftie-themed bracelet, crafts, movies, free pizza and ice
cream sundaes.

Students  connected  with  peers  with  shared  interests  by
stopping at many student club tables where club members talked
about practicing speaking in Spanish to creating comics to
bingeing on Korean K-dramas and more. At the Columbia Writers
Series table, Professor Dawn Knopf chatted about the upcoming
event with author Andrew Leland on April 26. At the Spanish
Club table, students learned about opportunities to practice
speaking in Spanish and participate in activities to immerse
themselves in Hispanic culture. At the Clark Aerospace Club
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table student Ethan Walters showed off the club’s new rocket,
dubbed “Emperor Penguin” and talked about their April 27 test
flight in Brothers, Oregon.

Students  also  connected  with  representatives  from  various
useful community resources. Volunteers from Clark County Food
Bank offered flyers with food pantries and housing resources
around the county. At the League of Women Voters of Clark
County  table,  volunteers  assisted  students  to  register  to
vote. At the Clark County Volunteer Lawyers Program table,
students who need legal assistance could find help.

Eight financial institutions participated in the event: Bank
of America, Columbia Credit Union, IQ Credit Union, Key Bank,
OnPoint  Community  Credit  Union,  Rivermark  Community  Credit
Union, Umpqua Bank and US Bank.

In addition to helpful information and connections, the event
also provided opportunities for students to pick up useful
items at no cost. At the Activities Programming Board table
students Hannah Colwell, Austun Fuerstenberg and Austin Newton
offered  reusable  bags  filled  with  travel-size  toothpaste,
shampoo and more.

They  had  placed  many  other  free  items  on  another  table.
Pointing to an electric air pump to inflate an air mattress,
Hannah Cowell said the goal is to provide useful items that
students can use and that might not be in their budget. Almost
immediately, the air pump was snapped up by a student.

All around Gaiser Student Center, Clark students were making
connections, learning about opportunities and receiving free
items that will make their lives easier. Another Involvement
Fair that lived up to its name.

Students can find all these resources and more at Support
Services (clark.edu)
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