
Changing Their Futures

Tyrene Weitz receives the Pat Fencl Scholarship during the
2014 GED/High School completion ceremony

Clark College celebrated its GED and High School Completion
Ceremony on Saturday, June 21, capping off graduation week
2014 with a heartfelt ceremony featuring two student speakers
and the conferring of certificates for GED or high school
completion on more than 60 graduates.
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Peter Smith

After a welcome from President Bob Knight and a greeting from
Board of Trustees Chair Royce Pollard, the microphone was
handed over to two student speakers, Peter Smith and Tyrene
Weitz. High school equivalency recipient Peter Smith started
his comments by noting that the day had special meaning for
him, as he was celebrating not only his degree, but also one
year of sobriety.

Smith explained that a year ago, after finding himself in jail
for a DUI, he decided the time had come to change his life.
Earning his high school degree was the first step toward that;
he plans to begin earning a certificate from Clark’s welding
program this summer as he continues his path toward a better
life.  “Hopefully,  someday  soon,  someone  like  me  will  be
standing here and my tax dollars will have helped him or her
accomplish their goals,” Smith said.

Smith thanked his girlfriend for her role in getting him to
come to Clark, and noted that one of the things that many
attending the ceremony had in common was support of family and
loved ones. The O’Connell Sports Complex gymnasium was filled
with balloons, flowers and the occasional noise-maker–proof of
that support.

GED recipient Tyrene Weitz spoke next, saying that she had
“given up” on school by the sixth grade and dropped out by the
ninth grade. She added that while she had always wanted to get
more education, she kept putting it off after beginning a
family at a young age. A year ago, she too took the first
step. “I know college is not easy, but nothing worth doing is,
and to succeed you need to do the best you can, right where
you are, with what you have,” she said.

Weitz  has  not  only  completed  her  GED,  but  she  has  also
completed English 101 and is on her way to achieving her goal
of becoming a registered nurse.



Weitz  got  a  surprise  boost
toward that goal after she left
the  stage,  when  Dean  of  Basic
Education,  English,
Communications  &  Humanities
Deena  Godwin  announced  that
Weitz was the recipient of this
year’s  Pat  Fencl  scholarship.
Named after a longtime Adult Basic Education instructor, the
scholarship provides $1,500 toward tuition to an ABE student
transitioning to college-level classes at Clark.

The day was capped by Associate Vice President of Academic
Affairs Tim Cook presenting the class to President Knight, who
conferred the degrees on the graduates. After each student
crossed the stage to receive their degrees, President Knight
sent them out in the sunny day with words of encouragement:
“Your time at Clark has provided you with new skills, new
perspectives, and new confidence. These are powerful tools. As
you take your next step, use those tools to build a bright
future for yourselves and for our community.”

See more photos from the ceremony on our Flickr page.
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Clark College receives $730K
land gift
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Clark  College  has  received  a
second  land  gift  in  as  many
weeks—for a total of more than
$3.85  million  in  gifts—which
when combined with private and
state  funding,  will  be  the
location  for  a  future  Clark
campus  in  Ridgefield,  Wash.

A $731,549 gift of land from Ridgefield East 1 Associates, LLC
in addition to a May announcement of a $3.12 million land gift
from the Boschma family, will have a long-lasting effect for
the region, including expanding access to education.

Lisa Gibert, president/CEO of Clark College Foundation, who
was instrumental in securing both gifts and brokering the land
purchases,  praised  the  Ridgefield  East  gift  as  the  ideal
location for an entrance to Clark’s upcoming campus. “These 10
acres will be the gateway to Clark College at Boschma Farms,”
she said. “In the years to come, we will work with the city of
Ridgefield to encourage retailers such as eateries and coffee
houses to open shops, making it an attractive entryway for a
vibrant new campus.”

Clark  College  will  benefit  by  the  acquisition  of  the  new
property through the combined generosity of Ridgefield East 1
Associates, LLC, the Boschma family and the charitable support
of Clark County residents, Clark College alumni, philanthropic
supporters, trusts and foundations.

The Ridgefield East transaction consists of a $1.99 million
purchase price by the Clark College Foundation, accompanied by
a $731,549 land donation—providing a total of 10.28 acres for
the future expansion of Clark College. Once built, the North
County campus will be known as Clark College at Boschma Farms.

The land is adjacent to the 59.24 acres that was partially
gifted from the Boschma Family, LLC and purchased by Clark
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College Foundation in May. The Ridgefield East property is
located on the east side of N. 65th Avenue. It is east of
Interstate 5 and Pioneer Street. The address is 264 N. 65th
Avenue, Ridgefield, Wash.

The gifts and acquisitions represent a long-term visionary
chapter  for  the  growth  anticipated  at  Clark  College.  The
college’s 2007 Facilities Master Plan identified North County
as an area where the college could fulfill its mission of
providing  access  to  an  underserved  area  of  the  service
district.  The  Washington  Legislature  approved  the  project
concept in 2009.

Recently,  the  Washington  State  Board  of  Community  and
Technical  Colleges  prioritized  building  projects  for  the
upcoming biennium. Though no money has been allocated yet,
funding for design and building has received a green light.

The population in the area has continued to expand. Clark
College  believes  that  once  facilities  and  programs  are
available on a North County campus, students from the northern
region of Clark and South region of Cowlitz counties will
utilize this location for their educational needs and career
advancement.

Compass  Points  to  Sirius
Bonner
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Special Advisor for
Diversity  and
Equity  Sirius
Bonner

Sirius Bonner, Clark College special advisor for diversity and
equity, was presented with the Compass Award at the Urban
Spark Collective’s fourth annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Community Breakfast, held January 18 in Clark College’s Gaiser
Student Center.

The Compass Award is given to an individual or organization
that  carves  a  new  path  for  diversity  and  inclusion  in
education, in the workplace, or through community engagement.
As Special Advisor for Diversity and Equity, Bonner advises
and  supports  Clark  College’s  Executive  Cabinet,  College
Council, Cultural Pluralism Committee and the entire college
community. Since joining Clark in 2011, Bonner has introduced
new programs to the college; brought a sharper focus to issues
of power, privilege and inequity; overseen the opening of a
new Diversity Center on the main campus; and expanded the
number of opportunities for faculty, students, and staff to
build their skills.

Bonner earned a Bachelor of Arts degree and a Master of Arts
degree from Reed College in Portland, Oregon. Before coming to
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Clark, she served as the Director of Multicultural Recruitment
and the Multicultural Affairs Student Program Coordinator at
Reed  College  and  later  as  the  Assistant  Director  of  New
Student Programs for Diversity Recruitment at Portland State
University.

The  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Community  Breakfast  is
sponsored by a number of community organizations. The event is
the brainchild of community activist Deena Pierott, who is the
founder of diversity executive search firm Mosaic Blueprint.
This year, the breakfast had a surprise guest: U.S. Rep. John
Lewis  (D-Georgia),  who  worked  with  Dr.  King  in  the  Civil
Rights movement, spoke to the assembled guests. In her remarks
upon accepting the Compass Award, Bonner said she was inspired
by Rep. Lewis, noting that he had inspired her to “get into
trouble” in the quest for equity for all people.

Vancouver Mayor and Clark alumnus Tim Leavitt presented the
award to Bonner. The event keynote speaker was Dr. Alisha
Moreland-Capuia, an Oregon native and psychiatrist at Oregon
Health & Science University.
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Looking Forward at 80
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President  Knight
delivering the 2013
State  of  the
College  Address.

Clark College President Robert K. Knight will give the annual
State of the College address on Thursday, Jan. 16. As the
college celebrates its 80th anniversary, President Knight will
update  the  college  and  members  of  the  community  in  the
address, which he says will focus on “Looking Forward at 80.”

Among the topics that President Knight will be discussing are
the  plans  to  break  ground  on  the  new  STEM  (Science,
Technology,  Engineering,  and  Mathematics)  building  in  the
summer of 2014, the progress of strategic planning efforts at
the college, and the role of new programs and partnerships.

The event, which is free and open to the public, will take
place at 11 a.m. in Gaiser Student Center on the college’s
main campus. Doors will open at 10:30 a.m. and seating will be
available on a first-come, first-served basis. Clark College
is  located  at  1933  Fort  Vancouver  Way,  Vancouver,  Wash.
Driving  directions  and  parking  maps  are  available  at
www.clark.edu/maps.

If you need accommodation due to a disability in order to
fully participate in this event, you should contact Clark
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College’s Disability Support Services Office at 360-992-2314
or 360-991-0901 (VP), or visit Gaiser Hall room 137, as soon
as possible.
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Students  Talk,  Lawmakers
Listen

Clark College student Darryl Ramsey addressed guests at the
Legislative Breakfast.

Clark College held its first Legislative Breakfast on December
6, inviting legislative leaders in the districts that the
college serves to hear more about the college’s achievements
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and challenges.

The event got off to a late start due to an unexpected
snowfall that had begun the night before. Nevertheless, six
legislators were in attendance: Washington State
Representatives Paul Harris, Jim Moeller, Liz Pike, Monica
Stonier, Brandon Vick, and Sharon Wylie. Clark College Board
of Trustees members Jada Rupley, Sherry Parker, and Chair
Royce Pollard also attended, as did many staff, faculty and
students.

As guests enjoyed breakfast fare (including pastries provided
by  the  college’s  Culinary  Arts-Bakery  program),  they  were
welcomed  by  Associated  Students  of  Clark  College  (ASCC)
President Dena Brill. President Bob Knight and Trustee Pollard
also greeted attendees.

As a member of the Washington Community and Technical College
system, Clark does not lobby the legislature directly, but
Pollard laid out some of the key issues that Clark will be
watching during the upcoming legislative session, including
the continuing funding challenges created both by statewide
budget problems and by underfunding of community colleges in
particular. Also, Clark College’s north county project will be
back before legislators this winter, as the project has been
approved but funding has not yet been allocated. The project,
which  will  provide  a  new  Clark  College  facility  in  the
northern portion of the Clark College service area, is likely
at least 10 years away.



Dr. Peter Williams,
Dean of STEM

President Knight spoke about the strong local support for the
college, including some recent partnerships with business and
industry,  and  about  student  success.  Dean  of  Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Dr. Peter Williams
provided legislators with a preview of many things happening
in STEM and thanked them for their support of capital funding
for two-year colleges. Clark College will break ground on a
new STEM building in 2014.

Some of the biggest impact in the program came from Brill and
another  student,  Darryl  Ramsey,  who  is  transitioning  from
military  service  to  a  career  in  network  technology.  Both
students spoke to the legislators about the importance of the
college in the community and in their own lives. They thanked
the legislators for their support, and encouraged them to
continue to keep Clark College in their minds as they went to
Olympia.
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