Clark College announces
Winter STEM Seminar Series
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Clark College is inviting the public to come back to school
for a series of free lunchtime seminars that explore Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM). Begun in 2015, the
Clark College STEM Seminar Series launches its 2017 Winter
season on Friday, January 20, at noon in Clark’s new STEM
Building with “Hair-Raising Volcanic Hazards.”

This seminar features Liz Westby of the U.S. Geological Survey
sharing information about volcanic hazards and their impacts,
along with monitoring efforts on Cascade Range volcanoes. She
will also be sharing a series of videos about volcanic
hazards.

Other winter quarter events in this series include:

- Feb. 3: Amazing Animal Acupuncture with Dr. Christy
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Novick, veterinarian at Feline Medical Clinic and owner
of Columbia Companion Animal Acupuncture

- Feb. 24: Historic and Hazardous Hanford with Ginger
Wireman, outreach specialist for the Washington
Department of Ecology working at Hanford

= March 10: Great Gravitational Waves with Dr. Duane Ray,
former instructor for Clark College Economic & Community
Development and holder of a doctorate degree in physics

All events are held on Fridays from noon to 1 p.m. in Clark
College’s new STEM Building on Clark’s main campus. All are
open to the public. Light snacks will be available and guests
are welcome to bring their own lunches with them.

“We already do lots of outreach to encourage interest in STEM
among our community’s young people through our annual Science
Olympiad and other events,” said Clark College STEM
Coordinator Erin Harwood, who helps organize the seminar
series. “This is a way to show adults as well that learning
about STEM can be lots of fun. We’re hoping people start
looking forward to these seminars as a great way to spend
their Friday lunch break learning something new.”

Clark College 1is located at 1933 Fort Vancouver Way,
Vancouver. Driving directions and parking maps are available
atwww.clark.edu/maps. Anyone needing accommodation due to a
disability in order to fully participate in this event should
contact Clark College’s Disability Support Services 0Office at
(360) 992-2314 or (360) 991-0901 (VP), or visit Penguin Union
Building room 013, as soon as possible.


http://www.clark.edu/maps

A champ returns

Award-winning
author Mitchell S.
Jackson began his
college career at
Clark. Photo:
Charlotte M. Wales

During the 2017 winter quarter installment of its renowned
Columbia Writers Series, Clark College will welcome back
former student Mitchell S. Jackson, an award-winning
author. Mitchell will read from and discuss his writing from
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 17, in room PUB
258 on Clark’s main campus.

“I'm excited about Mitchell’'s reading because I think it will
be a great opportunity for Clark students to hear from someone
who grew up in the area and attended Clark,” says English
instructor Alexis Nelson, who co-directs the Columbia Writers
Series. “I also think The Residue Years suits the college
theme of Transformation, in addition to being a unique and
powerful read.”

Raised in Portland, Mitchell Jackson 1is the author of The
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Residue Years, a novel that Mitchell has said includes many
autobiographical elements. The award-winning book centers on
the relationship between Champ, a young African-American man
struggling to balance his ambitions with his circumstances,
and his mother Grace, recently released from rehab.

Jackson began his college career at Clark in 1993, where he
played basketball under then-coach David Waldow. “My time at
Clark was formative,” says Jackson. “It taught me that I would
have to work hard to achieve my goals, that I'd have to take
responsibility for my decisions. Coach Waldow was tough on me,
but he was also a figure I needed at that point in my life.”

Jackson transferred to another college after one year at
Clark, eventually earning an M.A. in writing from Portland
State University and an M.F.A in Creative Writing from New
York University. He currently resides in New York, and serves
on the faculty of both New York University and Columbia
University.

The Residue Years has earned significant accolades since 1its
release in 2013. It was praised by publications including The
New York Times, The Paris Review, and The Times of London.
Jackson is the winner of a Whiting Award. His novel also won
The Ernest J. Gaines Prize for Literary Excellence and was a
finalist for the Center for Fiction’s Flaherty-Dunnan First
novel prize, the PEN/ Hemingway award for first fiction, and
the Hurston / Wright Legacy Award. Jackson’s honors include
fellowships from TED, the Lannan Foundation, the BreadLoaf
Conference, and the Center for Fiction. It was also the 2015
Everybody Reads selection of the Multnomah County Library. The
New York Times said in its review of the book, “Jackson’s
prose has a spoken-word cadence, the language flying off the
page with percussive energy .. there is a warmth and a hard-won
wisdom about the intersection of race and poverty in America.”

The event is free and open to the public. Directions and maps
are available online. Individuals who need accommodation due
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to a disability in order to fully participate in this event
should contact Clark College’s Disability Support Services
(DSS) Office at 360-992-2314 or 360-991-0901 (VP). The DSS
office is located in room 013 in Clark’s Penguin Union
Building.

The Columbia Writers Series was launched at Clark College in
1988, bringing local, national and international authors to
the college and the region. Information about the Columbia
Writers Series is available at www.clark.edu/cc/cws.

Rosa Clemente speaks at Clark

Clark College will honor the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. on Wednesday, January 18, with “Transformation: A New
Era of Social Activism,” a keynote address delivered by Rosa
Clemente. The event, which is free and open to the public,
will be held in Gaiser Student Center on Clark’s main campus
from noon to 1:30 p.m.

Clark College 1is located at 1933 Fort Vancouver Way,
Vancouver. Driving directions and parking maps are available
at www.clark.edu/maps. Individuals who need accommodation due
to a disability in order to fully participate in this event
should contact Clark College’s Disability Support Services
Office at 360-992-2314 or 360-991-0901 (VP), or visit Penguin
Union Building (PUB) room 013, as soon as possible.

For more information about this event, visit
www.clark.edu/cc/mlk.
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About Rosa Clemente

Rosa Clemente

Rosa Clemente is co-founder of the National Hip-Hop Political
Convention and a leading scholar on Afro-Latinx identity. From
Harvard to prisons, Clemente has spent her life dedicated to
scholar activism. She is currently a doctoral student in the
W.E.B. Dubois department of UMASS-Amherst. Throughout her
scholarly career, Clemente has been a constant presence
through the many political struggles facing Black and Latinx
people in the 21st century. She has sat on various boards
throughout her career including Black Lives Matter, the
National Priorities Project, The Brecht Forum, and the
National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty. Additionally,
Clemente served as the Green Party’'s candidate for Vice
President in the 2008 U.S. election.

Clark welcomes new team
members

Clark College has recently welcomed three outstanding
professionals to its leadership. Read more about

 Kelly Woodward, Vice President of Human Resources and


http://news.clark.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/headshot2-roseclemente.png
http://rosaclemente.net/
https://news.clark.edu/2016/12/clark-welcomes-new-team-members/
https://news.clark.edu/2016/12/clark-welcomes-new-team-members/

Compliance
» Selena Castro, Dean of Student Enrollment and Completion
= Cathy Busha, Dean of Student Engagement

Kelly Woodward

Kelly Woodward

Kelly Woodward joined Clark as Vice President of Human
Resources and Compliance November 3.

“As a major employer in this region with more than 1,000
employees, we are pleased to have a professional with such
depth and breadth of experience to serve in this important
role on our administrative team,” said Clark College Robert K.
Knight.

Woodward earned her Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary
Studies at the University of South Carolina and graduated
Summa Cum Laude with a Juris Doctor degree from Seattle
University Law School. She comes to Clark College after
serving as Assistant Attorney General with the Labor and
Personnel Division of the Washington Attorney General’s
Office. She served in the AAG’'s office for nearly three years,
during which time she provided legal advice and representation
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to numerous state agency Human Resources Directors on complex
labor and personnel matters, including Washington Parks,
Washington Lottery, Department of Corrections, Department of
Commerce, the State Board for Community and Technical
Colleges, and a number of community colleges, including Clark.

Prior to working at the Attorney General’s Office, Woodward
worked in higher education administration for more than 15
years, both wit hin Washington State and in South Carolina.
Her previous work experience includes continuing education
program development, implementation, and marketing at a
private university; serving as a Public Information Director
for a large community college in South Carolina; and credit
and non-credit program development, implementation and
marketing for Olympic College in Bremerton, Wash. Woodward
previously served as the first campus director of Olympic
College Poulsbo, where she worked successfully with partners
in instruction, student services, administrative services, and
the college foundation to increase enrollments, build
community engagement, and generate funds for the college. Her
most recent role at Olympic College was as Director of
Compliance, where she developed and instituted a comprehensive
compliance program for the college.

Woodward has extensive experience 1in community activities,
including serving as a board member for Leadership Kitsap, a
community leadership program. She has served as a council
member for the Kitsap County Human Rights Council, as a
founding member of the North Kitsap Diversity Awareness Group,
as a member of the Olympic College Tribal Relations Task
Force, and the Olympic College Diversity Advisory Committee.

Woodward and her family live in Camas, Wash.



Dr. Selena Castro

Dr. Selena
Castro

Dr. Selena Castro joined Clark as Dean of Student Enrollment
on September 12. She brings a strong background in student
affairs and a clear dedication to developing strong
relationships, working collaboratively, and building services
that support student success.

Dr. Castro has served as an administrator in Student Affairs
and Academic Affairs both at California State University,
Fresno and at Washington State University. She most recently
served as Director of the University Advising Center and New
Student Orientation. Prior to her tenure at CSU, Dr. Castro
was the Director of Student Success and Transition Programs at
WSU Pullman. She brings a wealth of experiences to her role at
Clark that are aligned with the college’s work around guided
pathways, enrollment, and student success initiatives.

Cathy Busha
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Cathy Bus

Cathy Busha joined Clark as Dean of Student
Engagement on November 28. She brings a strong background in
working with students and a clear dedication to developing
collegial relationships and developing services that support
student success.

Busha (pronounced “boo-SHAY” — “kind of rhyming with
‘hooray!'” she advises) has served as an administrator in
Student Affairs and as a faculty member at both Lewis & Clark
College and Chemeketa Community College. She most recently
served as Associate Dean of Students for Student Engagement at
Lewis & Clark. Prior to her tenure there, she served as a
full-time faculty in the Human Services program and part-time
as the Diversity and Equity Coordinator at Chemeketa. Cathy
brings a wealth of experiences to her role at Clark that are
aligned with our student success and engagement initiatives.

In her role as Dean of Student Engagement, Cathy provides
administrative oversight to Career Services, Counseling and
Health Services, Disability Support Services, Student Conduct,
Student Life, Student Success Programs, and the Veterans
Resource Center.

Photos: Clark College/Jenny Shadley
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Clark College offers
information sessions

In an effort to better serve its community and broaden the
availability of education, Clark College is hosting variety of
free information sessions to help those interested in pursuing
their educations at Clark during the upcoming 2017 winter
quarter, which begins in January.

In addition to its free Financial Aid Information Night on
Dec. 7, Clark College is offering three different types of
sessions:

- General Information Sessions are designed to answer
questions people may have about enrolling at Clark.
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Topics include budgeting, career exploration, financial
aid, and the application process. The next General
Information Session is scheduled for December 1; for a
complete 1list of upcoming sessions, visit
clark.edu/future/infosessions.

- English as a Second Language Information Sessions help
non-native speakers interested in improving their
English language skills. Clark’s Transitional Studies
department offers low-cost classes designed for adult
immigrants and refugees. The next ESL information
session 1is scheduled for November 28; for a complete
list, visit clark.edu/cc/esl. Bring a photo ID; friends
and family are welcome to attend.

 Enrollment Labs are a new service Clark is offering to
help students who have applied to Clark but need
assistance completing the registration process. New
students are able to register for classes, apply for
financial aid, get technology support, and receive one-
on-one assistance with other issues—all in one
convenient morning or afternoon session. The labs are
offered Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning November 29;
for a complete list, visit clark.edu/future/enrollment-
labs.php.

“We know that choosing to pursue an education is an important
decision that can feel daunting for many people,” said Vice
President of Student Affairs Bill Belden. “Clark College 1is
committed to serving our community and making higher education
accessible to all, so these outreach efforts are just an
extension of our ongoing mission.”
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Financial Aid Info Night

On Wednesday, December 7, specialists from Clark College’s
Financial Aid Office will be on hand to answer questions from
prospective students and parents about navigating the world of
financial aid.

Clark’s annual Financial Aid Information Night provides
information about Clark’s admission process, scholarship
opportunities, financial aid grants and loans, how to apply,
and much more.

The event will be held from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Clark
College’s main campus in Gaiser Student Center. Clark College
is located at 1933 Fort Vancouver Way, Vancouver, WA 98663.
Driving directions and parking maps are available at
www.clark.edu/maps.

This event is free and open to the public; it requires no
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advance registration or reservation. Information is available
at the Clark website at http://www.clark.edu/cc/fan. If you
have any additional questions, please direct them to Clark
College’s Financial Aid Office in Gaiser Hall at 360-992-2153
or finaid@clark.edu.

Event Schedule:

=5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.: Open House

»6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.: Financial Aid Presentation by
Chippi Bello, Clark College Associate Dean of Financial
Aid

=7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.: Question-and-Answer Session

If you need accommodation due to a disability in order to
fully participate in this event, you should contact Clark
College’s Disability Support Services Office at 360-992-2314
or 360-991-0901 (VP), or visit Penguin Union Building room 013
as soon as possible.

International Education Week

_
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Clark College is celebrating International Education Week, a


http://www.clark.edu/cc/fan
mailto:finaid@clark.edu
https://news.clark.edu/2016/11/international-education-week/
http://news.clark.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/FB_coverphoto.png
http://www.clark.edu/international/InternationalEducationWeek.php

program of the U.S. Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs, with events on Thursday, November 17, and Friday,
November 18. Highlights include:

Thursday, November 17

11 a.m. - 12 p.m., PUB 161: International Employers Panel.
Discover what it takes to operate in a global economy from
representatives of major regional employers.

12 — 4 p.m., Gaiser Student Center: International Festival.
This free, family-friendly event includes international food,
cultural presentations by Clark College international
students, live performances, and public proclamations from
both Vancouver Mayor Tim Leavitt and Clark College President
Robert K. Knight.

Friday, November 18

10 a.m. — 12 p.m., CTC 153: Mexican cooking class. $40 per
person, hosted by the Clark College Spanish Club.

1 p.m. - 3 p.m., CTC 153: Mexican cooking class. $40 per
person, hosted by the Clark College Spanish Club.

2 p.m. — 3 p.m., GHL 213: International Service Learning
Presentation. Hear from Clark College students about their
recent service-learning trip to Mexico.

Full event listings are available online at
www.clark.edu/cc/ieweek. All events are open to the public;
all except the Mexican cooking classes are free. All events
take place on Clark College’s main campus at 1933 Ft.
Vancouver Way except for the cooking classes, which take place
at Clark College at Columbia Tech Center at 18700 SE Mill
Plain Blvd. Full maps and directions are avallable at
www.clark.edu/maps. Anyone needing accommodation due to a
disability in order to fully participate in this event should
contact Clark College’s Disability Support Services 0Office at
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(360) 992-2314 or (360) 991-0901 (VP), prior to the event.

Image courtesy of the U.S. Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs

Clark College Theatre
presents Vanya and Sonia and
Masha and Spike
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Clark College Theatre opens its 2016-2017 season with the Tony
Award-winning play, Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike by
Christopher Durang.

Middle-aged siblings Vanya and Sonia share a home where they
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bicker and complain about the circumstances of their lives.
Suddenly, their movie-star sister, Masha, swoops in with her
new boy toy, Spike. Also on the scene are sassy maid
Cassandra, who can predict the future, and a lovely young
aspiring actress named Nina, whose prettiness somewhat worries
Masha. Some of the show’s elements are derived from works of
Anton Chekhov, including several character names, the play’s
setting in a cherry orchard, and the theme of the possible
loss of an ancestral home.

Cast includes (shown left to right): Madison Harris
(Nina), Kennedy Marvin (Masha), H. Gene Biby (Vanya), Linda
Owsley (Sonia), Matt Brown (Spike), Danielle Neblock
(Cassandra). Mark Owsley is directing.

Show Dates: Nov. 11, 12, 17, 18, and 19. All show times are at
7:30 p.m. in the Decker Theatre, Frost Arts Center, on Clark
College’s main campus at 1933 Ft. Vancouver Way, Vancouver,
WA.
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Ticket Information: Students (with ID) $9; Alumni (with
membership) $9; Senior Citizens $11; General Admission $13.
Tickets may be purchased in person at the Clark College
Bookstore in Gaiser Hall, online at
http://www.clarkbookstore.com/site theatre.asp, or call
360-992-2815.

If you need accommodation due to a disability in order to
fully participate in this event, contact Clark College’s
Disability Support Services Office at 360-992-2314 or
360-991-0901 (VP), or visit Gaiser Hall room 137, as soon as
possible.

Photos: Jenny Shadley/Clark College

More photos can be viewed on our Flickr page.
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Dana Spiotta reads at Clark

Dana Spiotta. Photo:
Jessica Marx

The Clark College Columbia Writers Series is proud to present
its fall quarter installment, featuring author Dana Spiotta.
This event, which is free and open to the public, will be held
in Anna Pechanec Hall (APH) room 201 on Clark College’s main
campus.

Dana Spiotta is the author of the novels Lightning Field, Eat
the Document, Stone Arabia, and Innocents and Others. She has
been a Guggenheim Fellow, a New York Foundation for the Arts
Fellow, and a Rome Prize winner, and her novels have been
selected as finalists for the National Book Award and the
National Book Critics Circle Award. A recent profile of
Spiotta in the New York Times Magazine stated that she has
“created a new kind of great American novel.”

Spiotta will read from some of her work and discuss her
writing process from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Thursday, November
3. Directions and maps are available online. Individuals who
need accommodation due to a disability in order to fully
participate in this event should contact Clark College’s
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Disability Support Services (DSS) Office at 360-992-2314 or
360-991-0901 (VP). The DSS office is located in room 013 in
Clark’'s Penguin Union Building.

The Columbia Writers Series was launched at Clark College in
1988, bringing local, national and international authors to
the college and the region. Information about the Columbia
Writers Series is available at www.clark.edu/cc/cws.

Knight earns First Citizen
Award

President Robert K. Knight
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Clark College President Robert K. Knight has been named Clark
County’s 2016 First Citizen, an award recognizing a Clark
County resident who has modeled exemplary citizenship through
their actions and service to the community. The award, which
was announced in July, will be presented to Knight at a
reception on November 2.

“I am honored by this prestigious recognition from the people
I feel lucky to have called friends and neighbors for nearly
two decades,” said Knight upon learning of the award. “Knowing
that I am now counted among such amazing contributors to our
community inspires me to continue serving that community in
any way I can.”

The nomination focused heavily on Knight'’s career at Clark
College, where he is said to have “brought stability to a
position he did not seek.” Knight, who originally joined the
college as vice president of Administrative Services in 2004
and was named acting president in 2006, has overseen several
major achievements at the college, including: construction of
both Clark College at Columbia Tech Center and a new state-of-
the-art, 70,000 square-foot building devoted to Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math; the opening of the college’s
Veterans Resource Center; and one of the largest enrollment
spurts of any community college in Washington State. Last
year, Clark was listed among the nation’s 150 best community
colleges by the Aspen Institute. Much of this success is the
result of Knight's leadership, which is defined by his ability
to listen intently, build relationships, support others and
foster collaboration.

Letters of support also noted Knight’'s giving of time and
resources, off campus and outside of work. For years, Knight
volunteered 30-to0-40 hours each month in addition to
overseeing the college. He was a leadership force behind the
City of Vancouver’s 150th anniversary celebration and was
important in bringing the Vietnam Traveling Wall to Vancouver.
His involvement was instrumental in bringing prominent



speakers to the region for the George C. Marshall Lecture
Series, which included news anchor Tom Brokaw and former
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright. In 2000, he helped
Vancouver become one of only six cities in the nation selected
to host a regional commemoration for the 60th anniversary of
the end of World War II, which drew a crowd of 3,000 to the
Vancouver National Historic Reserve.

Described as “one of the most active community volunteers in
our region” by former Vancouver Mayor Royce Pollard, Knight
has given his time and talents to organizations including the
local chapter of the American Red Cross, Boys and Girls Clubs
of Southwest Washington, the Columbia River Economic
Development Council, Fort Vancouver National Trust, Greater
Portland, Washington State University Vancouver and Workforce
Southwest Washington.

In truth, though, Knight's service began long before he landed
in Clark County and reaches far beyond this region. For 21
years, he served with the U.S. Army in various ranks and
across two continents. Numerous letters of support cited his
military career as an example of his leadership, especially
during his role as commander of the Vancouver Barracks when
the base was targeted for closure. Knight convened community
members in a thoughtful, open process that Vesta Hospitality
CEO Rick Takach characterizes as being “critical to the jewel
that is the Fort Vancouver National Historic Site.”

In all, each of the 29 letters of support-seven of which came
from former First Citizens—demonstrate how Knight has shown
effectiveness in leadership roles, raised standards and
expectations, strengthened community identity and civic pride.

“In everything he does and every role he performs, Bob always
puts service over self, mission over personal interest,” wrote
former U.S. Representative Brian Baird. “Without question,
Vancouver, Clark County, Southwest Washington and indeed our
nation are better places because of Bob Knight.”



About the First Citizen Award

Recipients of the First Citizen Award, presented since 1939,
are selected by a volunteer committee of community leaders and
past award recipients. Recipients are chosen for their
accomplishments and contributions to the community in a number
of areas, including effectiveness in leadership roles, raising
community standards and expectations, strengthening community
identity and civic pride, and exemplary giving of time, self
and resources. For a full listing of criteria and past
recipients, please visit
www.cfsww.org/our-community/first-citizen.

About the First Citizen Awards Event

Knight will receive the First Citizen Award during a community
event scheduled for Wednesday, November 2 at Warehouse ‘23.
The event will begin at 4 p.m., with the formal awards program
at 5 p.m. Regents Bank is the presenting sponsor of the First
Citizen Award reception. Biggs Insurance and PeaceHealth are
supporting sponsors, and the event is organized in partnership
with The Columbian and the Community Foundation for Southwest
Washington. Tickets for the event are $35 and can be purchased
at the door or in advance by visiting
www.columbian.com/firstcitizen.
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