
Dana Spiotta reads at Clark

Dana  Spiotta.  Photo:
Jessica  Marx

The Clark College Columbia Writers Series is proud to present
its fall quarter installment, featuring author Dana Spiotta.
This event, which is free and open to the public, will be held
in Anna Pechanec Hall (APH) room 201 on Clark College’s main
campus.

Dana Spiotta is the author of the novels Lightning Field, Eat
the Document, Stone Arabia, and Innocents and Others. She has
been a Guggenheim Fellow, a New York Foundation for the Arts
Fellow, and a Rome Prize winner, and her novels have been
selected as finalists for the National Book Award and the
National  Book  Critics  Circle  Award.  A  recent  profile  of
Spiotta in the New York Times Magazine stated that she has
“created a new kind of great American novel.”

Spiotta  will  read  from  some  of  her  work  and  discuss  her
writing process from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Thursday, November
3. Directions and maps are available online. Individuals who
need  accommodation  due  to  a  disability  in  order  to  fully
participate  in  this  event  should  contact  Clark  College’s
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Disability Support Services (DSS) Office at 360-992-2314 or
360-991-0901 (VP). The DSS office is located in room 013 in
Clark’s Penguin Union Building.

The Columbia Writers Series was launched at Clark College in
1988, bringing local, national and international authors to
the college and the region. Information about the Columbia
Writers Series is available at www.clark.edu/cc/cws.

 

Educating  for  the  Seventh
Generation

“Educating for the Seventh Generation” is a night of sharing
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music, dance, and traditions.

On Friday, Nov. 4, Clark College welcomes the community as it
hosts “Educating for the Seventh Generation,” a celebration of
indigenous cultures.

The  event  will  begin  at  5  p.m.  with  free  food  and
refreshments. The Native American Culture Club will provide an
Opening Prayer and a presentation to stand in solidarity with
the Standing Rock Sioux, who are protesting the Dakota Access
oil pipeline. A performance by the Kaleinani o Ke Kukui dance
troupe will begin at 5:30 p.m., followed by a welcome address
and presentation of the Dreamcatcher Scholarship, benefiting a
Clark  student  of  indigenous  ancestry.  Vendors  and
informational  booths  will  be  present.

Grand Entry for a powwow will begin at 6 p.m, with the colors
retiring at 10 p.m.

The event, which is free and open to the public, will be held
in the Gaiser Student Center on Clark College’s main campus.
Clark  College  is  located  at  1933  Fort  Vancouver  Way,
Vancouver. Driving directions and parking maps are available
at www.clark.edu/maps. Anyone needing accommodation due to a
disability in order to fully participate in this event should
contact Clark College’s Disability Support Services Office at
(360) 992-2314 or (360) 991-0901 (VP), prior to the event.

This is the eighth year that Clark College has coordinated and
hosted an event in honor of Native American Heritage Month. It
is one of four signature events hosted by the college annually
to  celebrate  diverse  cultures.  According  to  organizers,
“Educating  for  the  Seventh  Generation”  references  “our
responsibility  to  teach  the  future  Seventh  Generation  to
maintain our resources, traditions and customs. It is the way
of caring and preserving for the Seventh Generation, which is
a true sustainable practice.”

http://www.clark.edu/maps
http://nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov/about/index.html


Images from the 2014 celebration are available on Clark’s
Flickr account.

Clark College closed to the
public Oct. 7

On Friday, October 7, Clark College will be largely closed to
the  public  for  a  faculty/staff  workday.  No  classes  are
scheduled. Additionally, student services and college offices
will be closed.

Child  &  Family  Studies  (child  care),  the  Clark  College
Bookstore, and some computer labs will remain open. Food carts
on the main campus will be open during lunch hours only.
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Computer labs that will remain open are: SHL 135, CCW 129, CTC
203, and AA4 116.

Clark  College  is  located  at  1933  Fort  Vancouver  Way,
Vancouver. Driving directions and parking maps are available
at www.clark.edu/maps.

Analyzing the American Dream

On  Thursday,  October  6,  Clark  College  will  host  a  panel
discussion  about  the  rise  in  income  inequality  and  the
widening opportunity gap.

Income Inequality: Is the American Dream at Risk? takes place
at 6 p.m. in Foster Auditorium on Clark’s main campus. An
opening reception will begin at 5:30 p.m. The event is free
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and open to the public.

Four Clark College faculty from diverse disciplines will offer
their expertise on the topic in a discussion that stems from
the ideas set forth in a New York Times bestseller, Our Kids:
The American Dream in Crisis by Robert D. Putnam. Discussion
topics  will  include  increasing  disparity  in  income,  the
shrinking middle class, and the lack of opportunity for many
Americans.

“The idea of attaining success through merit and achieving the
so-called American Dream is more difficult than ever,” said
economics instructor Patricia Atkinson, who will be one of the
panelists. “Statistics show that the middle class is shrinking
at  an  alarming  rate  and  there  are  fewer  and  fewer
opportunities  to  get  ahead  in  our  current  economy.”

Panelists  are  economics  instructor  Patricia  Atkinson,
political science professor Michael Ceriello, women’s studies
professor Kushlani de Soyza, and sociology professor Dr. Don
Ludwig. The discussion will be moderated by Dave Kosloski,
professor  of  Communications  Studies  and  former  Speech  and
Debate  coach  for  Clark’s  award-winning  debate  team.
Biographies  of  each  panelist  are  listed  below.

Clark  College  is  located  at  1933  Fort  Vancouver  Way,
Vancouver. Driving directions and parking maps are available
at www.clark.edu/maps. Anyone needing accommodation due to a
disability in order to fully participate in this event should
contact Clark College’s Disability Support Services Office at
(360) 992-2314 or (360) 991-0901 (VP) prior to the event.

About the Panelists
Patricia Atkinson has been an Economics professor at Clark
College since 2008. She holds degrees from Marist College and
Portland State University and is currently studying for her
doctorate  in  education  at  Washington  State  University-
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Vancouver.  Professor  Atkinson’s  research  focuses  on
macroeconomics, economic growth and income inequality in the
U.S.

Dr. Don Ludwig has been a professor of Sociology at Clark
College since 2007. He holds degrees from Rutgers University,
Princeton Theological Seminary and Whitworth University and
earned his doctoral degree from Portland State University and
the International University for Graduate Studies. Professor
Ludwig’s  research  has  focused  on  social  change  and
transformational leadership as well as the equitable support
systems for disadvantaged youth.

Kushlani de Soyza has been a professor of Women’s Studies at
Clark College since 2008. A former newspaper editor, reporter,
and radio producer, she holds degrees from the University of
Cincinnati,  Portland  State  University  and  Oregon  State
University. Her areas of interest in feminist theory include
media and representation as well as exploring theories of race
and racialization. Most recently she has been involved with
Clark College’s growing Learning Community Program.

Michael Ceriello has been a professor of Political Science at
Clark College since 2007. In addition to providing political
commentary for newspaper, radio, and television outlets in
Minnesota,  Oregon,  and  Washington,  he  also  served  as  the
director of Clark College’s award-winning Model United Nations
program from 2008-2011. Professor Ceriello holds degrees from
the University of California at Santa Barbara and Western
Washington University. His areas of interest include American
national government and public policy.

Dave Kosloski has been a professor of Communication Studies at
Clark  College  for  the  past  19  years.  He  served  as  Clark
College’s  Director  of  Speech  and  Debate  from  1998  until
2015;  the  program  earned  top  honors  among  all  Northwest
community colleges for 14 of those years. He is currently
serving his fifth term as chair of the Curriculum Committee.



Clark  College  goes  to  the
Fair

Oswald greets visitors to the 2016 Clark County Fair.

In  keeping  with  this  year’s  Clark  County  Fair  Theme  of
“Science Fun,” Clark College is offering a host of family-
friendly, hands-on activities promoting Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math (STEM).

Clark students, staff, and faculty will lead demonstrations
every day of the fair, which runs from August 5-14. Clark
College was invited to participate in this year’s theme to
highlight the college’s highly regarded STEM programs, as well
as the opening of its new STEM building this fall.
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All activities take place in the college’s exhibit area in
South  Hall  1  and  are  free  with  fair  admission.  Scheduled
events include:

Teeth and Technology
The Clark College Dental Hygiene program demonstrates modern
ultrasonic  methods  of  removing  tartar  or  calculus  from
teeth. Fri, Aug. 5: 10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., 11:30 a.m. –
noon, 1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Science Fun with the N.E.R.D. Girls
Clark College’s N.E.R.D. (Not Even Remotely Dorky) Girls, a
student club focused on getting younger students interested
in  engineering,  lead  hands-on  activities  like  building
balloon-powered pinwheels and demonstrating Newton’s third
law of motion. Sat, Aug. 6: 11:30 – noon, 1:30 p.m. – 2:00
p.m.

Pharmacy Innovations
Learn  about  new,  high-tech  ways  of  compounding
pharmaceuticals  from  Clark  College  Pharmacy  Technician
faculty. Sun, Aug. 7: 11:30 – noon, 1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.,
2:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Fri, Aug. 12: 11:30 a.m. – noon.

The Science of Sourdough
Learn  all  about  fermentation  when  Clark  College  baking
instructor Alison Dolder explains how sourdough is made. Try
some delicious sourdough pancakes and take home a little
sourdough starter of your own. Mon, Aug. 8: 10:30 a.m. –
11:00 a.m., 1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Sat, Aug. 13: 11:30 –
noon, 1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

POKE-A-MAN!
Faculty  from  the  Clark  College  Phlebotomy  program  will
demonstrate how to draw blood from a model arm. Participants
can  use  a  centrifuge  to  make  their  own  aliquots  from
imitation blood and plasma. Tues, Aug. 9: 11:30 a.m. – noon,
1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m., 2:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.



Simulation Technology and Nursing Education
Meet the “Sims,” the lifelike automatons used by Clark
College nursing students in the college’s state-of-the-art
simulation  lab  to  practice  procedures  ranging  from
tracheotomy to childbirth. Wed, Aug. 10: 10:30 a.m. – 11:00
a.m., 11:30 a.m. – noon, 1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Sun, Aug. 14:
11:30 a.m. – noon.

Additionally,  visitors  can  test  their  dexterity  at  the
college’s Automotive Technology installation and view STEM-
related student projects, including an aluminum boat created
by some of the college’s welding students. The college also
will have staff available during the fair to answer questions
about  available  programs,  GED  courses,  Running  Start,
financial  aid,  and  more.  Staff  also  will  be  available  to
assist current students with registering for fall classes,
looking  up  records,  and  other  student  support  needs—and
Clark’s lovable mascot, Oswald the Penguin, will be present
many afternoons and evenings for photos with children.

For  those  interested  in  attending  Clark,  the  $25.00
application fee will be waived for the first 50 applicants
each day who apply at the fair. Current students and alumni
and students will be able to stop by the booth for special
giveaways and drawings for prizes.

For more information, visit www.clark.edu/cc/fair and follow
Clark College on social media.
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http://www.clark.edu/campus-life/arts-events/clarkcountyfair/index.php
http://www.clark.edu/campus-life/besocial.php


Penguins Fly
 

Graduates from Clark College’s welding program wait to enter
the Sunlight Supply Amphitheater before the college’s 2016
commencement ceremony.

“Mommy did it!” read the message on Ashley Ellis’s mortarboard
cap, the glittery writing sparkling in the sun as she waited
outside  the  Sunlight  Supply  Amphitheater  before  Clark
College’s  80th  Commencement  ceremony  on  June  16.
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Ashley Ellis

Ellis wrote the message for her 2-year-old son, Paul, who
would  be  in  the  stands  watching  his  mother  receive  her
Associate  in  Applied  Technology  degree  in  pharmacy
technician—making her the first generation of her family to
earn a college degree.

“I just wanted to show my family that I could do more,” Ellis
explained. “I dropped out of high school at 16, and now here I
am graduating with honors.”

As  was  the  case  for  many  of  the  approximately  720  Clark
graduates waiting to process, Ellis’s achievement did not come
without sacrifice. “I didn’t sleep a lot,” she said with a
laugh. “I got up at 3:30 a.m. to study sometimes.”

While many graduates, like Ellis, came to Clark after time
away from school, others had attended Clark before they’d even
graduated  from  high  school.  This  year’s  graduating  class
included 346 members of Running Start, the Washington State
program that allows high school students to attend college
tuition-free.  This  was  a  record  number  of  Running  Start
graduates for the college; 170 of them graduated with honors.

“I really felt like the experience I had at Clark prepared me
so much—not just for college, but for life,” said Running

http://news.clark.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Ashley-Ellis.jpg


Start graduate Anita Bejan; the three fellow Running Start
graduates standing with her nodded in agreement.

Bachelor of Applied Science
in Dental Hygiene graduates

Another large group of graduates stood together, chatting and
playing with the oversized paper teeth necklaces hung around
their necks. These women were some of the 23 graduates from
the  college’s  new  Bachelor  of  Applied  Science  in  Dental
Hygiene program. This is the first cohort of students to earn
their BAS since the program launched in fall 2014, making it
the college’s first baccalaureate degree. The college is in
the  process  of  getting  a  second  BAS  program,  in  Applied
Management, accredited and able to enroll students in the 2017
winter quarter.
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Bruce Becker

Graduate  Bruce  Becker,  who  was  waiting  to  receive  his
Associate of Arts in Business Administration, said he hoped to
enroll in the new BAS. Becker came to Clark after a traffic
accident left him unable to do his old job. “It had been 47
years for me since I’d last been in school, so it was a little
challenging at first,” Becker said. “But it’s been really fun.
I’ve had a blast.”

Jessica Sanchez was also ready for more school. Sanchez was
one of about 20 Transitional Studies graduates waiting to
receive their High School Diploma or GED recognition. This is
the second year that Transitional Studies graduates have been
recognized at Commencement.

For Sanchez, this moment had been four years in the making—two
spent learning English through Clark’s English as a Second
Language  program,  followed  by  two  of  basic  education.  “I
already  had  a  high  school  diploma,”  said  the  26-year-old
native of Mexico, who plans to continue in Clark’s for-credit
classes. “And then I had to do it all over again, but in
another language. I really liked doing it at Clark College,
because you can get one-on-one tutoring and there’s great
support.”

Jessica Sanchez, third from
left,  stands  with  some  of
her fellow 2016 Transitional
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Studies graduates.

Another  high  school  diploma  recipient,  Esmeralda  “Vita”
Blanco, addressed the audience inside the amphitheater as one
of two student speakers included in the ceremony. Blanco, a
single mother of two who dropped out of high school after
becoming pregnant, spoke movingly about the ways pursuing her
education has changed her and her family’s life. “I strongly
believe I’m taking away more than a diploma,” she said. “What
I’m really getting is a world of new opportunities, one I can
share  with  the  two  most  important  people  in  my  life:  my
daughters.”

Associate of Arts degree recipient Megan Cook, who attended
Clark through Running Start, spoke about the wide range of
students  she’s  encountered  at  the  college.  “There  are
graduates here who are the first in their family to go to
college, and those who are learning right alongside their
parents,” she said. “I’ve met people of all ethnicities, ages,
and genders, and that isn’t necessarily something you find at
every college or university.”

Left  to  right:  Washington
All-Academic  Team  member
Tammy Senior, ASCC president
Sarah Swift, student speaker
Megan Cook, Washington All-
Academic Team member Qi Wu,
Clark College President Bob
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Knight,  keynote  speaker
Jessica  Lynch,  and  student
speaker  Vita  Blanco  smile
with  Oswald  before  going
onstage  for  the  2016
Commencement  ceremony.

This year’s keynote speaker was former prisoner of war Jessica
Lynch. “Each one of us has some type of obstacle, some type of
struggle that wants to hold us down,” she said. “Do not let
it.”

The ceremony was occasion for Clark College President Robert
K. Knight to announce the names of the recipients of the 2016
Exceptional  Faculty  Awards.  The  2016  awardees  are  history
instructor Joseph Cavalli; business technology instructor Dr.
Kathleen Chatfield; geography professor Heather McAfee; and
French professor Doug Mrazek, who is retiring after 38 years
at the college.

President Knight also announced the recipient of the 2016-2017
Community  College  Presidents’  Scholarship  in  Honor  of  Val
Ogden,  which  is  given  to  a  Clark  College  graduate  who
demonstrates leadership potential, a commitment to community
service,  and  academic  achievement.  The  scholarship  award
provides  full-time  tuition  at  Washington  State  University
Vancouver (WSUV) and is renewable for one additional year,
essentially providing full tuition to complete a bachelor’s
degree. This year’s recipient was Holly Varner. Two other
nominees,  Abigail  Bambilla  and  Adeena  Rose  Wade,  received
$1,000 each.

President Knight concluded the evening by saying, “We are
excited to think of the ways in which you will change the
world. And we are glad to know that Clark College will always
hold a special place in your hearts. Remember: Once a member
of the Penguin Nation, always a member of the Penguin Nation!”
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Approximately 2,000 degrees and certificates were conferred in
total on the Class of 2016.

Photos: Clark College/Jenny Shadley

See more photos from Commencement in our Flickr album.

See full video coverage of the ceremony online from CVTV.

Subtext returns to Clark

Author Jim Shepard
will  appear  at
Clark’s  2016
Subtext  festival.
Photo  courtesy  of
Jim Shepard.

The Clark College Columbia Writers Series is offering a full
week of writers, readings, and events on the college’s main
campus. From May 9 – 12, the college will host well-known
authors, as well as readings by Clark students and a poetry
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workshop  with  incarcerated  individuals.  (See  full  schedule
below.)

All events are free and open to the public. Directions and
maps are available online. Individuals who need accommodation
due to a disability in order to fully participate in this
event  should  contact  Clark  College’s  Disability  Support
Services (DSS) Office at 360-992-2314 or 360-991-0901 (VP).
The DSS office is located in room 013 in Clark’s Penguin Union
Building.

The Columbia Writers Series was launched at Clark College in
1988, bringing local, national and international authors to
the college and the region. Information about the Columbia
Writers Series is available at www.clark.edu/cc/cws.

Schedule

May 9, 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m., PUB 161: Free Minds Prison
Poetry Workshop

Part of an On The Same Page UNITED pilot project, Free
Minds poetry workshops use writing to connect inmates with
members of their communities on the outside. During the
event, participants will read through poetry submissions
from about a dozen inmates, and comment directly on the
page. The poems with feedback will then be returned to the
writers. This project, which has been conducted elsewhere
around the country, fosters creativity and literacy in and
outside prison walls.

May 10, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., PUB 161: Phoenix Unveiling

Clark  College’s  national  award-winning  art  and  literary
journal, Phoenix, will unveil its 2015-2016 edition with
readings from student authors and free copies available for
guests.

May 11, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m., PUB 161: Washington State Poet
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Laureate Tod Marshall

Washington State Poet Laureate Tod Marshall will read from
and discuss his work. His books of poetry include Bugle, The
Tangled  Line,  and  Dare  Say.  He  has  also  published  a
collection of his interviews with contemporary poets, Range
of the Possible and an attendant anthology of work by the
interviewed poets, Range of Voices. He lives in Spokane,
Washington, and teaches at Gonzaga University.

May 12, 12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., PUB 258A: Fiction writer Jim
Shepard

Jim Shepard is the author of seven novels, including most
recently The Book of Aron, which won the Sophie Brody Medal
for  Achievement  in  Jewish  Literature  from  the  American
Library  Association  and  the  PEN/New  England  Award  for
fiction, and four story collections, including Like You’d
Understand, Anyway, which was a finalist for the National
Book Award and won The Story Prize.  Five of his short
stories  have  been  chosen  for  the  Best  American  Short
Stories, two for the PEN/O. Henry Prize Stories, and one for
a Pushcart Prize. He teaches at Williams College.

Jessica  Lynch  to  speak  at
Commencement
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Pfc. Jessica Lynch will address Clark College’s Class of 2016.
Lynch was taken prisoner during the Iraq war and was held for
over  a  week  before  being  rescued  by  U.S.  Special  Forces.
REUTERS/Blake Sell

Former  prisoner  of  war  Jessica  Lynch  will  share  her
experiences  overcoming  obstacles  and  her  belief  in  the
important role of education with the Clark College Class of
2016 as the college’s Commencement keynote speaker on June 16.

“Jessica  Lynch  is  a  wonderful  example  of  how  strength  of
character can help people survive the hardest of situations,”
said Clark College President Robert K. Knight. “I believe she
will make a strong connection with our students.”

Clark College’s Commencement ceremony is scheduled to be held
on the evening of June 16 in Sunlight Supply Amphitheater.
Tickets are not required to attend.

About Jessica Lynch
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Jessica Lynch is a former Private First Class
(PFC) in the United States Army and a former
prisoner of war. On March 23, 2003, she was
injured and captured by Iraqi forces after her
unit was ambushed in Iraq. She was rescued
after nine days in captivity on April 1, 2003,
by  U.S.  special  operations  forces.  Lynch’s

rescue was the first successful rescue of an American POW
since World War II.

Today, Lynch speaks to various groups around the United States
about overcoming her obstacles and how perseverance helped her
survive.  Lynch  further  explains  that  despite  the  most
difficult circumstances – whatever they might be – a positive
outlook  and  determination  can  truly  help  individuals  live
fulfilling lives and accomplish their goals.

Lynch has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Elementary Education
and a Master of Arts degree in Communication Studies. In 2014,
she toured the U.S. promoting Virtuous, a faith-based movie by
JC Films. She recently filmed her second faith-based movie
titled One Church and will be filming her third movie in March
2015.

Lynch has appeared on Good Morning America, Today Show, CBS
Morning Show, Huckabee Show, CNN, MSNBC, David Letterman Show,
Fox, Prime Time on ABC with Dianne Sawyer, E News!, CBN, and
various  local  networks  throughout  the  country.  She  has
appeared  on  the  cover  of  numerous  magazines  such
as TIME and People. She has been named West Virginian of the
Year as well as Glamour’s Woman of the Year.

http://news.clark.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Jessica-Lynch.jpeg


Bill Clinton speaks at Clark
College

Former President Bill Clinton speaking at Clark College.

Normally, the first day of spring break on Clark College’s
main campus feels like the calm after the storm. The parking
lots are empty, faculty and students are home recovering from
finals, and some offices are closed or on reduced hours. But
on March 21, the campus swirled with activity after the Sunday
announcement that former U.S. President Bill Clinton would be
speaking in Gaiser Student Center that Monday evening.

Clinton  was  stumping  in  support  of  his  wife’s  2016
presidential  campaign,  which  had  rented  the  college’s
facilities for his appearance. He also appeared at Spokane
Falls Community College and at Portland, Oregon’s Powell Books
during the day as part of a whirlwind tour of Washington and
Oregon in advance of Washington’s Saturday primary caucuses.
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Lines  began  forming  in  the  early  afternoon  for  Clinton’s
scheduled 5 p.m. appearance. By 3:30, the line stretched down
the stairs on the south side of the Penguin Union Building and
around the north walkway of Hanna Hall. In total, about 750
people crowded into Gaiser Student Center, with another 150
packed into PUB 161 to watch the speech as a live stream.

Former  President  Bill
Clinton  addressed  a  packed
Gaiser Student Center during
a  campaign  stop  for  his
wife’s  2016  presidential
bid.

While the bulk of the 42nd President of the United States’
speech concerned why his wife should be the 45th president, he
did also touch on subjects relating to Clark College. “Look at
this institution where we are right now,” he said, gesturing
to the walls of Gaiser. “If America worked the way community
colleges did, we’d have a lot fewer problems. It’s open to
everybody. It’s constantly changing to adapt to the future. …
It’s about creating a future where everybody has a chance.”

Clinton also emphasized the economic importance of increasing
the amount of advanced manufacturing in the U.S., saying,
“It’s  the  most  productive  part  of  every  economy.”  Clark
College is currently planning a new facility teaching advanced
manufacturing skills at its future location in Ridgefield,
Clark College at Boschma Farms.
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Clinton’s  hour-long  speech  touched  on  access  to  higher
education as well. “Every bit as much as a house, a degree is
a lifetime asset,” he said, prompting cheers from a crowd that
contained many Clark College students and employees.

This was a busy week for Vancouver. On Sunday, Democratic
presidential candidate Bernie Sanders spoke to a crowd of
approximately 8,000 at Hudson’s Bay High School, just across
the street from Clark.
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The ripple effect
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Renee Newman returned as this year’s program emcee.

On  March  9,  community  members  gathered  in  Gaiser  Student
Center  to  celebrate  three  outstanding  women  for  their
dedication  to  Southwest  Washington.  The  2016  Iris  Awards
ceremony honored Vancouver City Councilmember Anne McEnerny-
Ogle; Katherine Garrett, the Housing First Program Director at
Lincoln Place; and Heidi M. Johnson Bixby, owner of Johnson
Bixby & Associates.

This annual recognition of Southwest Washington women has a
long tradition in this community. The event began in 1985 at
Clark College as a photography exhibit during Women’s History
Week.  Over  the  years,  it  developed  into  a  larger  awards
program and ceremony called the Southwest Washington Women of
Achievement Awards. In 2012, the Iris Awards were introduced
with  the  same  focus  as  previous  events:  celebrating  the
lasting  and  far-reaching  contributions  of  women  in  the
community.
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The 2016 Iris Award Recipients
Katherine Garrett

Katherine  Garrett,  left,
with  her  nominator,
Vancouver’s  Downtown
Association  Executive
Director  Lee  Rafferty.

The first woman to be honored during the evening was longtime
advocate  for  the  homeless  Katherine  Garrett,  who  recently
moved  from  the  Vancouver  nonprofit  Share  to  the  housing
program Lincoln Place. During her 14 years at Share—nine of
which were spent leading the Share House and Share Outreach
programs—Garrett helped transform the organization into one of
the major voices for the homeless in Clark County. In her new
leadership position at Lincoln Place, a permanent supportive
housing  program  for  chronically  homeless  individuals,  she
serves as the Housing First Program Director.

Garrett has served as both a strong advocate for the homeless
in Clark County and as a liaison  between that population and
the  local  business  community,  working  with  the  Safety
Committee of Vancouver’s Downtown Association to help resolve
concerns. As the issue of homelessness has gained prominence
in recent months, Garrett has been at the forefront of helping
city leaders and others understand the issues and make good
policy decisions.
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“Fourteen years ago, I was given the tremendous opportunity to
make a difference each day in the lives of those who are
hungry, homeless, and in need of a hand up,” said Garrett as
she thanked all those who have supported her throughout her
career. “If my work has somehow made people’s lives a little
better, then I feel it’s been a success. I would be extremely
happy if the outcome of receiving this wonderful award was
that others are inspired to make a difference in the lives of
the  hungry  and  the  homeless  of  our  community.  Just  one
positive action can have a ripple effect.”

Anne McEnerny-Ogle

Anne  McEnerny-Ogle,  left,
with  her  nominator  and
fellow  Councilmember  Jack
Burkman.

Second to be recognized was Vancouver City Councilmember Anne
McEnerny-Ogle, who came to the Vancouver City Council after a
30-year career as an educator during which she received the
Milken Foundation Educator Award and was chosen as Oregon Math
Teacher of the Year. She serves on a diverse number of boards
and is an active volunteer in a number of organizations in
Southwest Washington.

Beyond her work on the City Council, which includes the role
of Mayor Pro Tem, McEnerny-Ogle is the Chair of the C-Tran
Board of Directors, a member of the Regional Transportation
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Council Board of Directors, and the Vice-Chair of the Clark
County Historical Museum. McEnerny-Ogle also serves as Chair
for the Fort Vancouver District for the Boy Scouts of America.

As  her  nomination  stated,  there  are  very  few  volunteer
organizations in Southwest Washington that have not benefitted
from  McEnerny-Ogle’s  energy,  enthusiasm,  and  leadership,
though  she  has  frequently  focused  on  issues  particularly
important to women and underrepresented groups. She has worked
with the League of Women Voters to help educate the community
on  important  issues  and  elections,  and  on  the  Community
Military Appreciation Committee in support of veterans and
their families. She is a Leadership Clark County graduate and
alumni award winner.

“It’s incredible to look out into the audience into the eyes
of so many people who work tirelessly for their community,”
stated  McEnerny-Ogle  as  she  took  the  stage  to  accept  her
award.  “Women’s  lives  today  represent  a  rainbow  of
opportunities. Sometimes we clearly understand where we are
going, and sometimes we are in the middle of something we
never expected.

I deeply appreciate this award and your acknowledgment of my
work. I’m having a lot of fun. I am so blessed.”

Heidi Johnson Bixby

Heidi  Johnson  Bixby,  left,
with her nominator and last
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year’s  Iris  Award  winner
Lisa  Schauer.

Heidi Johnson Bixby was the final honoree of the evening,
receiving  an  award  in  a  brand-new  category.  The  new  Iris
Legacy Award recognizes the many women who have continued to
make a difference in our community and create a lasting legacy
since receiving their initial Iris or Woman of Achievement
award. Since 1985, the Iris and Women of Achievement awards
have  been  bestowed  on  more  than  200  women  in  Southwest
Washington.

Bixby is owner of Johnson Bixby & Associates, a comprehensive
financial  planning  firm  with  locations  in  Vancouver  and
Longview. She received a Women of Achievement award in 2004
for her community involvement and business leadership. Beyond
her success as a business owner, Bixby serves the community in
a variety of roles. She is currently chairs the Board of
Directors for Columbia Springs, which provides over 5,000 kids
and adults annually with the opportunity to get outdoors and
to learn more about the natural world.

Bixby also supports ARC of Southwest Washington, where she and
her team have made gift-wrapping of donated items an annual
tradition. She is the treasurer for H-RoC and Global Sojourns
Giving Circle. Other organizations Bixby supports with her
time and resources include Vancouver’s Downtown Association,
Community Home Health & Hospice, Identity Clark County, the
Nonprofit Network of Southwest Washington, the Clark County
Skills  Center,  and  Children’s  Center.  In  addition  to  her
involvement  in  the  community  and  business  accomplishments,
Bixby is a world traveler and photographer who has visited
more than 30 countries.

“It’s incredible to be the first recipient of this award. It
means a lot to me because I do what I love,” said Bixby as she
received the Legacy Award. “I’ve lived in Vancouver for nearly
40 years. To me, it is more than where I live. It is my



family. It is a piece of me. And I wholeheartedly love giving
back. If I can inspire and pass on even a fraction of what has
been passed down to me, I’ll be happy to keep the ripple
effect going.”

New sponsor and new award

Also new this year was the addition of H-RoC as a sponsor of
the  Iris  Awards.  H-RoC  was  formed  in  mid-2011  as  an
independent,  non-partisan  political  action  committee
specifically to advance women leaders in Southwest Washington.
Following  this  mission,  H-RoC  announced  the  addition  of
another new Iris Award category for 2017 that will honor women
who currently serve or have served in public office.

Nominations for the 2017 Iris Awards will open this fall.
Anyone may nominate a woman making a difference in one of four
areas: service in the public sector, service in the private
sector,  philanthropic  leadership,  and  service  in  public
office. Up to four Iris Awards may be presented annually. One
recipient may be selected in each of four areas. Anyone may
submit  a  nomination.  More  than  one  person  may  submit  a
nomination  for  the  same  nominee  or  provide  letters  of
recommendation.

For  more  information  about  the  Iris  Awards,  visit
clark.edu/cc/irisawards.

View photos from the event on our Flickr page.
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