The End of an Ara

Ara Serjoie bids a heartfelt
farewell to the Penguin
Nation.

More than 100 guests gathered to say goodbye to Clark College
Foundation’s Ara Serjoie, who has accepted a position 1in
California, and to share funny and touching memories of their
relationships with him during an August reception at Gaiser
Student Center.

Jan Oliva, a philanthropic partner of Clark College and
community leader, called Serjoie a visionary who excels at
inspiring others to give of their time and treasure. “You
cannot say no to Ara,” she said. “He has a vision and shares
it with everyone.”

Oliva also expressed what many in the room had experienced:
Serjoie’s genuine compassion for others and deep belief in the
mission of Clark College has left a legacy at the college.

Jeanne Firstenburg, also a major donor to Clark College, said
Serjoie has become a personal friend whom she will greatly
miss.

Serjoie, senior vice president at the foundation, announced
his departure to California State University, East Bay, in
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Hayward, Calif., in June. He will serve as the vice president
for university advancement and president of the foundation.

Bob Williamson, vice president of administrative services at
Clark College, said, “The era of Ara is over, but he will be
more than remembered: He's a legacy. We are a better place for
Ara being here.”

Williamson referred to several facilities and programs on
campus that have been created or enhanced due to Serjoie’s
fundraising adeptness and strong community relationships: the
Oliva Family Early Learning Center, Little Penguins’ Gardens,
Firstenburg Family Dental Hygiene Education and Care Center,
and Columbia Credit Union Simulation Pharmacy, as well as many
student scholarships.

Greg Wallace, Clark College Foundation Board of Directors
chair, called Serjoie a “remarkable talent,” adding, “Ara has
a quick wit, he's engaging, very bright and he knows everyone
from the region and remembers each of them.”

Lisa Gibert, president and CEO of Clark College Foundation,
said that when she was searching for a vice president of
development seven years ago, she was looking for a partner who
would work side-by-side with her. “I needed someone who could
bring the foundation to a new level and could teach me about
the amazing world of development,” she said.

She said she found that and more in Serjoie: “He has my
deepest respect and admiration. The community holds the
college in high regard because of his professional ethics,
responsibility to philanthropy and his unwavering belief in
the mission of Clark College.”

When Serjoie rose to speak, he said, “This evening is not
about me; it’s about you. It’s about the students and the
wonderful work faculty members and staff do every day in
service to our students.”



Then, with tears in his eyes, he said, “All of you have been
kind to me over these past seven years, and for that and more
you are forever in my heart.”
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Banking on Student Success
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Roger Hinshaw, Bank of America’s president in
Oregon and Southwest Washington, and Monique
Barton, senior VP of corporate social
responsibility, at the bank’s offices in
Portland. In July, they presented a $15,000
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gift for Clark College’s Volunteer & Service-
Learning program.

Bank of America has donated $15,000 to Clark College’s
Volunteer & Service-Learning program to prepare more than
1,000 students with valuable on-the-job training. The funding
will assist with community partnerships and program expenses.

The Volunteer & Service-Learning program places students in
more than 100 community nonprofits and governmental
organizations, including American Red Cross, Boys and Girls
Clubs, Columbia Springs, Habitat Store, and Hazel Dell
Community Garden. Students receive experience that promotes
their personal growth and contributes to their understanding
of course material.

For example, Clark students have volunteered to build homes
with Evergreen Habitat for Humanity; students taking Spanish
have read bilingual versions of children’s books at 1local
elementary schools as a service-learning component of their
classes. These experiences not only enrich the students’
education, they can give students the real-world work
experience that can lead to paying jobs.

The Bank of America grant will boost the resources for such
major events as Career Days, which needs more than 100
volunteers to operate successfully. It will also allow the
program to offer more service-learning opportunities; elevate
awareness of career- and service-learning; and finalize new
relationships with local businesses. Additionally, Bank of
America employees will volunteer their own time to participate
in Career Days and to educate students about personal finance.

Clark College President Robert K. Knight said the college’s
primary goal is to improve the rate of post-secondary
completion. “As a result of the alignment with Bank of
America, Clark anticipates students will receive high-quality
work history experiences—particularly for students with little



or no previous work experience—through service learning and
community engagement experiences, and opportunities for civic
and community engagement, career exploration, life and soft-
skill development,” he said.

“Providing grants to local nonprofit organizations that
support career readiness is part of Bank of America’s broader
effort to help create economically vibrant communities,” said
Roger Hinshaw, Bank of America’s president in Oregon and
Southwest Washington. “As part of that, we’re proud to support
Clark College’s Career Service-Learning Program, which helps
prepare college students to enter the workforce and, in turn,
support our local economy.”

Clark’s Career Services department, which oversees the
Volunteer & Service-Learning program, has a history of
aligning college classroom learning with current community
needs; promoting personal growth of college students through
reflection about self, society and the future; combining
experiential with academic instruction to focus on critical
thinking and civic responsibility; and organizing on- and off-
campus events that provide quality service opportunities for
Clark College students, faculty and staff.

What a Weekend!

Clark College is hosting two major community events this
coming weekend that may affect access to the main campus. Read
below for information about how to plan around the events if
you were expecting to be on campus this weekend-or why you
might want to come, even if you weren’t.
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COUVAPALOOZA - SATURDAY,
AUGUST 17

PRESENTED BY VISTAROCKS4CHARITY, LLC

What it is: Now in its second year, Couvapalooza is a daylong,
all-ages music festival benefiting local music-education
programs, including Clark’s.

How it affects Penguins: The event takes place 10 a.m. to 9
p.m. on the South Lawn in front of McLoughlin Blvd. Setup will
begin on Friday, August 16. Classes will continue as
scheduled. However, the event has rented all the Red lots and
Blue Lot 1, so they will be unavailable to the college
community. Also, expect some noise—these are rock bands, after
all.

Why you might want to go: Besides the fact that some of the
proceeds will go toward Clark’s own music program, the event
is boasting a well-known band as its headliner: Everclear,
performers of modern-rock radio staples like “Santa Monica,”
“I Will Buy You a New Life,” and “Everything to Everyone.”
Other acts include Santa Barbara rock band Winchester Rebels,
Seattle-based alternative country singer Dylan Jakobsen, and
Dallas artist Remington. A total of 16 bands are scheduled to
perform including local favorites Smoochknob, One From Many,
Foreign Talks, Seth Myzel and the Battle Ground High School
Advanced Jazz Band. A beer and wine garden managed by
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Northwest Battle Buddies will be available for attendees 21
and up. Activities for children will be available from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., including a music wall, balloon animals and face
painting. The festival will also feature local art, craft and
food vendors.

SUNDAY STREETS ALIVE - SUNDAY, AUGUST 18

What it is: Sunday
Streets Alive 1is
Clark County’s

first open street
event, 1in which
MAL several streets 1in
Vancouver will be

Preseited by KAISER PERMANENTE, ~ closed to traffic
So that

pedestrians, bicyclists, and others can travel between six
activity areas, one of which is located on the southwest side
of the main campus.

How it affects Penguins: McLoughlin is one of the roads closed
to traffic (visit the official event website for a complete
map of the route). Parking in the Red lots, as well as the
restrooms in O0’Connell Sports Center, will be open to
participants, so expect more activity than normal in those
areas. The event lasts 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Other college events
will continue as scheduled.

Why you might want to go: The 4.2-mile route winds through
downtown, Fort Vancouver, and up past Clark College and Uptown
Village. Each of the six activity areas boasts food, vendors,
entertainment, and fun activities. Clark 1is actively
participating in this event—-in fact, the college is still
looking for volunteers, so contact Michelle Golder at
mgolder@clark.edu as soon as possible if you’d like to help
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out—with information tables for Admissions, Financial Aid,
Veterans Programs, Career Services, and N.E.R.D. Girls.
College personnel are also leading activities and
demonstrations that include hiking, zumba, line dancing, t’ai
chi, cooking, and a basketball competition.

All 1in the Family

Presidential Scholarship recipient Ramona Vercher at (Clark
College’s 2013 Commencement.

Every last Sunday of the month, the Vercher family holds a big
dinner for all its many members: Donnie and Louise Vercher,
their nine children, 14 grandchildren, and assorted in-laws,
relatives, and friends. The family would have plenty to
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celebrate at their June dinner: Ramona Vercher, the second-
youngest of the Vercher children, was named the recipient of
the 2013-14 Community College President’s Award. The annual
scholarship 1is given to a Clark College graduate who 1is
transferring to a Washington State University Vancouver degree
program; it provides full-time tuition for one year, renewable
for one additional year, for a total of four semesters.

The whole Vercher family was in attendance at commencement,
when the award is announced. As Clark College President Bob
Knight described Vercher’'s achievements, a massive cheer
filled the amphitheater when the family realized she had won.

Vercher, who is a resident of Vancouver, graduated with
honors, earning an assocliate degree 1in business
administration. A first-generation college graduate, she plans
to major in business administration with a specialization in
finance while attending WSU Vancouver.

While at Clark, Vercher served in a number of volunteer roles
both on and off campus. She was a work-study tutor at the
Student Learning Center helping Adult Basic Education (ABE),
General Educational Development (GED), and English as a Second
Language (ESL) students in all subjects. She was also a
Classroom Tutor, assisting professors in the classroom, and
part of Clark’s Homework Help program, where she assisted
individual students. Within the greater community, her
volunteer service has included work with the City of
Vancouver’'s Urban Youth and Urban Forestry programs.
Additionally, she helps run the charity begun by her family’s
small business, Daddy D’'s BBQ, providing Christmas presents to
families in need, and works there as a cashier.

“Receiving this scholarship means everything in the world to
me,” said Ramona Vercher after the ceremony. “I am a first-
generation college student, so to have this opportunity to
continue my education 1is the biggest thing that has ever
happened to me in my life.”



Knight said that people who know Vercher praised her for her
strong work ethic. Indeed, Vercher has often begun study
sessions at 5 a.m. to fit them around her work and other
activities. She and her longtime boyfriend, Dwan James (also a
Clark student), have regularly eschewed fun weekend outings
for “date nights” of studying.

Vercher attributes her work ethic to the example set by her
parents; Donnie regularly works 13 hours a day at his barbecue
restaurant, a business he began after breaking his back doing
construction work on bridges. “I never graduated high school,”
said Donnie. “I think [Ramona] sees what her parents went
through and wants better.”

Indeed, many of the Vercher children are pursuing education.
Ramona’s brother Sherman recently graduated from Western
Oregon University, and two of her sisters received their GED
diplomas at Clark’s GED and high school completion ceremony on
June 22.

Vercher was one of three finalists selected for the award.
President Knight announced that the other two finalists,
Jennifer Campbell and David Taub, would receive $1,000
scholarships from the Clark College Foundation to continue
their education. Knight said of the three finalists, “They are
all sterling examples of what Clark College is about.”

Vercher plans to continue being an example of both Clark
College and her family. “I am going to do big things through
this scholarship,” she said. “This definitely won’t be the
last you see of me.”
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Now and Then

Left to right, George Welsh and President Bob Knight
congratulate Outstanding Alumni Award recipient Professor
Michael Greenwood.

Clark College’s alumni association celebrated connections and
camaraderie at the annual Alumni Student Dinner on June 4.

Students and alumni gathered to honor Outstanding Alumni Award
recipient Professor Michael Greenwood ’'61, who taught
mathematics at Clark for more than 30 years. He played a role
in taking Clark and Washington State University Vancouver
global when he taught at Krasnoyarsk State University in
Russia on a Fulbright Award.

More than 120 students and alumni exchanged business cards and
laughs over dinner, which was partially underwritten by
community partner Riverview Community Bank.
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The alumni association also gave two, $2,000 scholarships to
Clark students Ashton Kyllo and Natalie Hendren. The awards
were given to the students by a previous recipient, Rebecca
Zeff, who is finishing her degree at WSUV and plans to attend
medical school following graduation.

George Welsh ’'67, alumni association president, said that
bringing together alumni and students is a great opportunity
to support each other.

“The students hear what is happening in our community from
alumni, and the alumni are reminded of their own days at
Clark, which helped begin many career paths,” Welsh said.
“Clark is a special place and this event helps all of us stay
connected.”
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Shantell Martin Draws a Crowd
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Shantell Martin’s digital drawing performance with Clark
College jazz musicians Max Wike, David Floratos and James
Powers in the Archer Gallery.

Visual artist Shantell Martin’s free-form drawings and live-
animation performances have been featured in such vaunted
venues as the Museum of Modern Art in New York, the New York
Times, the enormous screens at Shibuya and Harajuku crossings
in Tokyo—and, for more than a week, at Clark College.

Martin visited Clark as part of the college’s Artist Residency
program, which hosts an artist-in-residence once a year as
part of the larger Clark Art Talks program. She 1is probably
the most prominent artist yet to participate in the residency.

“We read about her in the New York Times and contacted her,
even though we did’'’t think she would do an artist’s residency
at Clark College,” said art professor Carson Legree. “Her
visit was amazing.”

During her residency from April 26 to May 7, Martin visited
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numerous classes including Drawing, 2-D Design, 3-D Design,
Graphic Design Exploration, Watercolor, Photography, Ceramics,
and Creativity and Concept. She also gave a slideshow lecture
as part of the Clark Art Talks series on May 7 and provided
digital animation during a performance with three Clark jazz
students in Archer Gallery on May 8. She created large-scale
drawings that hung in the lobby of Foster Arts Center during
much of her stay.

“Her classroom visits were filled with personal autobiography
and a celebration of individuality,” said art professor
Senseny Stokes. “She worked with hundreds of our students, who
were inspired by her work and personal history—and charmed by
her approachable, laid-back manor.”

Clark College artist-in-
residence Shantell Martin
displays her work in the
Frost Arts lobby.

Martin, who has said in interviews that much of her artistic
perspective is informed by growing up as the only interracial
child in her otherwise white family in London, has made a name
for herself with her playful line drawings that reflect a
celebration of independence. She also frequently provides live
animation or light shows to accompany music in settings
ranging from museums to the mega-clubs of Japan and Russia.
She has been featured on CNN, Jimmy Kimmel Live, and the
television show Gossip Girl. Martin has collaborated with
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celebrity photographers and brands alike; her notable work
includes a project with celebrity photographer Nigel Barker,
where she created digital sets for a 10-page Tatler Asia
editorial with supermodel Christina Garcia. In February 2012,
she was one of four artists commissioned by Nike iD to make a
piece of work and a limited-edition shoe to celebrate the 40th
anniversary of the Nike Cortez.

“We didn’t think there was much of a chance that an artist
with this much commercial success or international acclaim
would do a residency here at Clark College, but we were
honored and thrilled when she accepted our invitation,” said
Stokes, who called Martins’ collaboration with the jazz
students “one of the coolest things that ever happened at
Clark College.”

“I've had a really nice time coming in every day, just drawing
and coming into classes, meeting students and teachers,” said
Martin in a video interview. “It’s kind of nice to come in and
do the drawing and the stuff that I'm comfortable with, but
also have the chance to experiment alongside young students
here.”

Clark Art Talks is an ASCC-sponsored program that includes an
evening lecture series, classroom workshops, and the annual
Artist Residency. Organized by the Art Department, it is now
completing its fourth year at the college and its second year
as an official ASCC program.

See photos from Shantell Martin’'s stay at Clark.

Photos: Clark College/Jenny Shadley
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Friendship Blooms Anew

Portland Taiko drummers perform.

Friendship, like all living things, requires regular tending
to keep it thriving. And Clark College’s 2013 Sakura Festival
did just that, strengthening the bonds of friendship that led
to Clark receiving a gift of 100 shirofugen cherry trees from
John Kageyama, president of America Kotobuki.

Clark College President
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Robert K. Knight, John
Kageyama, President of
America Kotobuki
Electronics, Inc., and Tim
Leavitt, Mayor of Vancouver.

Kageyama was present at the opening ceremony for the festival,
held April 18. He expressed joy in seeing the trees he had
donated in 1990 now mature and blossoming. “At the time, I
didn’t realized how beautiful these trees would grow,” he said
during his speech to the crowd that gathered under gray but
rainless clouds.

Other dignitaries who spoke during the ceremony included Clark
College President Bob Knight; Vancouver Mayor Tim Leavitt;
Tatsuo Ito, Executive Vice President of SEH America Inc.; and
Toshiharu Okuda of the Kyoto Prefecture Assembly. Joyo,
Vancouver’'s sister city in Japan, 1is located within Kyoto
Prefecture.

Maho Muto, in red
kimono, was the
first recipient of
the Dr. Kanagawa
scholarship.
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The ceremony took place next to the Royce E. Pollard Japanese
Friendship Garden, yet another gift of friendship cementing
the ties between Vancouver and Japan. The garden was a gift to
the city of Vancouver from Dr. Chihiro Kanagawa. During 1its
dedication at the 2012 Sakura Festival, President Knight
announced the Dr. Kanagawa Scholarship providing full tuition
and fees to Clark College for one academic year to an
international student from Japan.

Maho Muto, the first recipient of the scholarship, also spoke
during the ceremony. Clad in a traditional kimono, she
expressed her thanks for the opportunity to study at Clark. “I
feel like I have a big, big family in Vancouver, Washington,”
she said. “You have made me so happy to have the opportunity
to study here and I am thankful for so many people’s support.”

Before the ceremony, Yukiko Vossen performed on the koto, the
national instrument of Japan, with flute accompaniment. The
ceremony ended with a performance by the Clark College Women'’s
Choral Ensemble under the direction of music professor April
Duvic. President Knight concluded his remarks by saying, “As
we celebrate the beauty of our flowering cherry trees, let us
also take a moment to celebrate the friendships that have
brought us here today. May they too continue to bloom and
flourish for years to come.”

After the formal ceremony, guests walked to Gaiser Student
Center to enjoy cultural displays and activities hosted by
Vancouver Rotary, the Clark College Japanese Club,
International Programs, and the Anime and Manga Club. Onstage
entertainment included a demonstration of a formal Japanese
tea ceremony and a lively performance by the Portland Taiko
drummers.



Michiyo Okuhara, Japanese
professor, second from the
left, with her students.

Newly tenured Japanese professor Michiyo Okuhara, who serves
on the Sakura Committee, circulated among her students and
among the children from Child & Family Studies who were
attending the festival. “For our program, it’'s a wonderful way
to have community members come to Clark and get to appreciate
the friendship we have with Japan,” she said. “I'm from Japan,
and so when people understand Japanese culture, it’'s wonderful
for me both on a personal level and as a Japanese teacher.”

See more photos from the event on Clark’s Flickr site.

Photos: Clark College/Jenny Shadley

Check It Out
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Ray Korpi signs the READ poster he is featured on, left, while
Michelle Bagley, Dean of Libraries, elLearning, Tutoring and
Faculty Development and Dr. Tim Cook, Vice President of
Instruction look on.

The Clark College Libraries (Cannell Library and the
Information Commons at CTC) participated in Washington
Libraries Snapshot Day on April 17. This statewide project
seeks to illustrate the importance of libraries for
Washington’s citizens by collecting statistics, stories and
photographs during National Library Week.

The highlight of the event was the unveiling of 10 READ
posters featuring members of the Clark College community and
their favorite books.

Clark College student Samantha McClure was selected as the
student model through a contest the Libraries ran during
winter quarter. Current Clark students were invited to enter
the contest by filling out a form with the title of their
favorite book and why they chose the book. Students submitted


http://news.clark.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/20130417_6220.jpg

entries either in person at one of the libraries or posting it
on the Clark College Libraries Facebook page. Samantha chose
No Man’s Land by Ruth Fowler because, she said, “it presents a
fascinating alternative for female reality in our modern day
era where so much of human experience is represented in a very
singular way."”

Other college community members featured in campaign were
President Bob Knight and Oswald; Student Life Program
Coordinator Sami Lelo; Athletics Director Charles Guthrie;
Maintenance Mechanic Billie Garner; Physics Professor Dick
Shamrell; Satellite Campus Building Administrator Randy
Blakely; Dean of BEECH Ray Korpi; Diversity Center Staff
Sirius Bonner, Rosalba Pitkin and Felis Peralta; and Security
Officer Damon Grady.

The posters were on exhibit at Cannell and the iCommons

through the month of April. Additional copies are posted
around Clark’s main campus.

i 1] ' Wednesday’'s 2,200 visitors to

1F|IH the Libraries were asked to

. i envision the library of 2020.

i b Suggestions included: “free
| coffee,” “more books,” “24-hour
library,” “more computers,”

“more study space,” and “books
downloaded into our brains.”

See photos from the day on the Libraries’ Facebook page and on
Clark’s Flickr site.
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A Winning Loss

Jaimee Keck shows
off one of her
favorite yoga
poses, an activity
she got interested
in after joining
the Biggest Loser
Challenge

The results are in from the Clark College Fitness Center’s
first “Biggest Loser” challenge, and the winner 1is: Clark
student Jaimee Keck, who lost 41 pounds over the course of the
10-week event. “While I am happy to have won the competition,
I am also proud of everyone who competed for making an effort
to improve their health,” she said.

Fitness Center Manager Garet Studer said he came up with the
idea for the challenge by seeing similar events, in which
participants register to be part of a weight-loss contest,
held at other colleges and recreation centers. “We never
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dreamed it would have as much interest as it did,” he said.
“We were thinking 20 people [would sign up], max. Just two
weeks of posting the event, we were already over 50
applicants.”

In the end, 24 contestants finished the challenge, which ran
through winter quarter. Each contestant was assigned a team at
the beginning of the quarter, led by a certified Clark College
personal trainer coach. Each team met once a week for a one-
hour session; their progress was tracked through weekly weigh-
ins posted on a reader board. On average, each contestant lost
12 pounds by the end of the quarter.

“A lot of people want to work out and lose weight but have no
idea how to get started and stay motivated,” said Studer. “The
Biggest Loser program is designed to help with those two
things. Our personal trainers work in group settings to design
exercise programs and give direction as to how to safely and
effectively lose weight.”

Studer said the Fitness Center is planning to host another
Biggest Loser challenge during the 2014 winter quarter.

Photo: Clark College/Jenny Shadley

Forty and Fabulous
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On March 29, (Clark College’s Mature Learning program
celebrated its 40th anniversary by doing what it does best:
providing diverse learning opportunities and a warm and
welcoming community for seniors in Southwest Washington.

Guests who attended the half-day event, which was held at
Clark College at Columbia Tech Center, were able to attend
free “mini-classes” taught by favorite instructors from the
program on topics as diverse as t'ai chi, the genetics of
human evolution, drawing, and Benjamin Franklin’s time 1in
Paris, to name just a few.
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Mature Learning Program
Manager Tracy Reilly Kelly,
keynote speaker Dr. Larry
Sherman, and Associate Vice
President of Corporate &
Continuing Education Kevin
Kussman

The half-day event also featured a guest lecture from OHSU
neuroscientist Dr. Larry Sherman, who spoke about his work
figuring out how to, as he said, “fix a damaged brain-from
trauma, stroke, Alzheimer disease or aging.” He said that the
purpose of his work is to the keep the brain active for as
long as possible, which is a major aim of the Mature Learning
program as well.

“We truly do revere and respect our mature learners at Clark
College,” said Clark College President Bob Knight during the
opening event. “Not only are you students, you're advocates
for the college. We want to have a thriving program for you.”

Over its history, the Mature Learning program has grown to be
one of the core offerings that Clark College provides, said
Kevin Kussman, Associate Vice President of Corporate &
Continuing Education. “More than ever we need to work to make
sure people stay active and connected to their community,” he
said during his speech to event attendees.

It’'s worked for Garda Hoffman and Elizabeth Gold, who became
close friends after meeting in a Mature Learning classroom.
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“I've made a great many friends via this program,” said
Hofmann. “It is stimulating. It fills a great need in the
community for older people.”

Though Mature Learning students may not have homework, “these
are real college classes,” said Mature Learning volunteer and
student Margaret Zuke. All instructors are either college
professors or experts in their field.

“There’s nothing better than
having such an engaged group of
students,” said Steve Carlson.
Once a Clark College student
himself, then Clark faculty in
1977-78 before going on to teach
at Portland State University,
Carlson 1is now a geology
instructor with Mature Learning
and 1is planning a trip for
students to Mount Hood and
Crater Lake.

A light lunch was served, followed by the presentation of the
Mature Learning Volunteer of the Year Award to Dr. Cleo Pass
for her 12 years of work with the Mature Learning program. Dr.
Pass, who will be teaching a course at CTC on Sherlock Holmes
in spring, said that the “overwhelming” award was a “thank you
for doing something I thoroughly enjoy doing with the people I
enjoy working with.”
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