After 20 vyears, a dream
realized

2016-2017 Community College Presidents’ Scholarship in Honor
of Val Ogden recipient Holly Varner

Holly Varner had always meant to go to college. She tried
taking classes a couple times, but life as a Navy wife made it
difficult—she was constantly having to move to follow her
husband’s 21-year-long career, not to mention taking care of
three boys, now ages 8, 13, and 18. It was only when her
husband retired and the family settled in Washougal that
Varner could pursue her dream. She enrolled in Clark with just
a GED and a handful of community-college classes on her
transcript, determined to succeed academically.

During the 2016 Clark College Commencement ceremony, that
determination payed off when Varner heard Clark College
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President Robert K. Knight announce that she was the recipient
of the 2016-2017 Community College Presidents’ Award in Honor
of Val Ogden. The scholarship award provides full-time tuition
at Washington State University Vancouver (WSUV) and 1is
renewable for one additional year, essentially providing full
tuition to complete a bachelor’s degree.

Holly Varner hugs her son
after hearing that she has
received two years of
tuition to Washington State
University Vancouver.

As soon as President Knight made the announcement, Varner
stood and hugged her son, Jonathan, who had attended Clark
alongside his mother through Washington State’s Running Start
program, which allows high school students to attend college
tuition-free. The two had taken three classes together and
even quizzed each other before exams.

“It was great to see him progress, to see him grow,” said
Varner.

Varner’s own growth at Clark has been exceptional. She
graduated with a 3.98 Grade Point Average (“I was so upset
about that A-minus!”) while managing multiple volunteer and
extracurricular activities. Varner served as Vice President of
Service for Alpha Sigma Phi, Clark College’s chapter of the
international honor society Phi Theta Kappa. In that role,
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Varner helped organize a Thanksgiving basket drive that
provided holiday dinner supplies to more than 100 Clark
College students and their families—negotiating an agreement
with a new vendor that brought down the price of each basket
that in turn allowed Alpha Sigma Phi to serve more students.
She also coordinated drives to provide books and art supplies
to families in local homeless shelters. She interviewed more
than 60 homeless individuals to learn what they needed most;
based on those interviews, she developed a shoe and sock drive
to help them.

“She 1s the go-to person if advisors, other officers, or
administration have questions,” wrote Professor Ruth Trejo,
who serves as Alpha Sigma Phi’'s advisor. “We joke about her
three-inch binder, where her sticky tabs have sticky tabs.”

Varner will begin studying at WSUV this fall. She intends to
major social work and/or public health. Varner said that,
while her family had educational funding available to them
through the GI Bill, she needed to save that funding to help
put her children through school. Receiving the Community
College Presidents’ Scholarship will allow her to pursue her
own education, hopefully to a master’s degree.

Photos: Clark College/Jenny Shadley

Watch our Penguins walk
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It's that time of year again: Preparation is underway to
celebrate the achievements of the Class of 2016 at this year's
Commencement Ceremony on June 16, and the college needs
volunteers to make the event successful for our graduates.
There are a variety of opportunities for the college community
to get involved, ranging from assisting with the distribution
of the faculty and staff caps and gowns to helping at the
graduation ceremonies.

The college invites you to participate in these activities as
we celebrate the excitement of our students and honor their
academic success. Supervisors are encouraged to work with
employees on their schedules to allow participation. The time
commitment will vary depending on the job you sign up for; the
maximum time commitment will be 1 p.m. — 10:30 p.m. on
Thursday, June 16. Additionally, there will be a one-hour
training session for all volunteers on Tuesday, June 7, 1 p.m.
— 2 p.m. in GHL 205.

We will be holding the graduation ceremony, which includes GED
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and High School Diploma graduates as well as our degree-
earning graduates, at The Sunlight Supply Amphitheater at 7
p.m. This 1is a very large facility that requires the
assistance of several staff helping to direct guests and
ensure a successful event.

For those who are unable to participate in the ceremony,
please consider participating in the faculty and staff cap-
and-gown distribution process. The time commitment 1is for one-
hour blocks on Wednesday, June 8.

Anyone interested in volunteering should email Michelle Golder
as soon as possible. Please consider offering your time to
this worthwhile event.

Jessica Lynch to speak at
Commencement
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Pfc. Jessica Lynch will address Clark College’s Class of 2016.
Lynch was taken prisoner during the Iraq war and was held for
over a week before being rescued by U.S. Special Forces.
REUTERS/Blake Sell

Former prisoner of war Jessica Lynch will share her
experiences overcoming obstacles and her belief in the
important role of education with the Clark College Class of
2016 as the college’s Commencement keynote speaker on June 16.

“Jessica Lynch is a wonderful example of how strength of
character can help people survive the hardest of situations,”
said Clark College President Robert K. Knight. “I believe she
will make a strong connection with our students.”

Clark College’s Commencement ceremony is scheduled to be held
on the evening of June 16 in Sunlight Supply Amphitheater.
Tickets are not required to attend.

About Jessica Lynch
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Jessica Lynch is a former Private First Class
(PFC) in the United States Army and a former
prisoner of war. On March 23, 2003, she was
injured and captured by Iraqi forces after her
unit was ambushed in Iraq. She was rescued
after nine days in captivity on April 1, 2003,
by U.S. special operations forces. Lynch'’s
rescue was the first successful rescue of an American POW
since World War II.

Today, Lynch speaks to various groups around the United States
about overcoming her obstacles and how perseverance helped her
survive. Lynch further explains that despite the most
difficult circumstances — whatever they might be — a positive
outlook and determination can truly help individuals 1live
fulfilling lives and accomplish their goals.

Lynch has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Elementary Education
and a Master of Arts degree in Communication Studies. In 2014,
she toured the U.S. promoting Virtuous, a faith-based movie by
JC Films. She recently filmed her second faith-based movie
titled One Church and will be filming her third movie in March
2015.

Lynch has appeared on Good Morning America, Today Show, (BS
Morning Show, Huckabee Show, CNN, MSNBC, David Letterman Show,
Fox, Prime Time on ABC with Dianne Sawyer, E News!, CBN, and
various local networks throughout the country. She has
appeared on the cover of numerous magazines such
as TIME and People. She has been named West Virginian of the
Year as well as Glamour's Woman of the Year.
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A Night of Celebration

Almost 740 graduates attended the 2015 Clark College
Commencement ceremony, held June 18 at the Clark County Event
Center.

The sun shone, the bagpipes sounded, and the members of Clark
College’s 79th graduating class gathered together—-more than
730 of them, making the 2015 Commencement ceremony the
college’s largest yet.

The Clark County Event Center was filled with friends, family
members, and other well-wishers at the event, which took place
during the evening of June 18.
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First-generation college graduate David Scott ’'15 attended the
2015 Commencement ceremony.

Approximately 20 members of the crowd were there to cheer on
David Scott, 22, who was receiving his Associate of Arts
degree. “I'm the first one in my family to graduate from
college,” said Scott, whose neck was adorned with multiple
leis, a traditional Hawaiian token of celebration. “They’re
pretty stoked.”

Scott, who is transferring to Washington State University
Vancouver in the fall and hopes to become an elementary school
teacher, said he was impressed by the caring nature of his
professors at Clark. “They genuinely want you to be
successful,” he said as he waited in line to enter the
ceremony.

Scott said he also appreciated the flexibility of Clark’s
online courses. “I’ve been working fulltime as an overnight
stocker at Winco Foods,” he explained. “It’s really good that
they have online classes because I get off work at 7:30 a.m.
and need to sleep.”

In total, some 2,000 degrees and certificates were conferred
upon the Class of 2015. This year'’s graduating class included
278 Running Start graduates—a new record for the college,
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which has the largest Running Start program in the state.

] ! -
“We got here at 4:45 to line up,” say
these Running Start students from
Woodland High School, including
N.E.R.D. Girls president and Clark
Aeronautics Club member Adeline
Dinehart, third from left.

Adeline Dinehart stood with five friends at the head of the
line of graduates. All six young women were Woodland High
School students who had attended Clark through Running Start.
Dinehart had thrived at Clark, where she became president of
the popular N.E.R.D. (Not Even Remotely Dorky) Girls Club and
a member of the Clark Aeronautics Club, which successfully
participated in a NASA rocketry competition in Huntsville,
Alabama, this spring.

“We were the only community college in the maxi competition,”
she said proudly. “The atmosphere there was great-really
competitive, but also really encouraging of one another.”

Dinehart said she appreciated the faculty’s promotion of women
in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math, citing
engineering professors Carol Hsu and Tina Barsotti 1in
particular. “Tina and Carol are amazing,” she said. “They have
taught me so much over the past two years.”
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Dinehart will be attending University of Washington in the
fall. Two of her friends, Jamie Kitchen and Shianne Burhop,
are also college-bound, but headed to George Fox University,
where they will be roommates.

“The credits from Clark transfer really well,” said Kitchen.
“That’s part of why I chose to come to Clark.”

“Going to Woodland, you have the choice as a Running Start
student between Lower Columbia College and Clark,” explained
Burhop, who had adorned her cap with the Bilbo Baggins quote,
“I think I am quite ready for another adventure.”

This year’s ceremony saw an explosion in cap decoration, and
as students filed into the ceremony, the westering sun glinted
off of messages outlined in glitter and rhinestones.

Outgoing ASCC President Emmah Ferguson addressed the Class of
2015 at Commencement. Both her siblings also attended Clark
through Running Start; Ruth graduated from the University of
Washington the week before Clark’s Commencement and Zachary is
entering Duke Law School on a full scholarship in the fall.

The ceremony itself held many highlights. Student speaker and
ASCC president Emmah Ferguson shared how Clark had developed
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an unrealized love of science within her.

“We have all had obstacles,” she said. “For me, my biggest
obstacle was probably myself and my ideas about what I could
and couldn’t do. .. It is our resilience and persistence that
has gotten us this far, and it will take us where we want to
go next.”

Curt Warner, left, thanks
Clark College President
Robert K. Knight before
giving the 2015 Commencement
keynote address.

Former Seattle Seahawks running back and businessman Curt
Warner gave the keynote address. Noting that he had grown up
in West Virginia’s coal mining country, where career options
were limited, he urged graduates to aspire toward their goals,
even 1f others tried to dissuade them.

“If people say you can’t succeed, you don’t have time to
listen to that,” he said. “Dedicate yourselves to your goals.
Never give up. People who make goals get slapped down at least
once. Everyone loses sometime. It’s how you handle the losing
that makes you a winner.”

The ceremony also served as the announcement of the 2015
Exceptional Faculty Awards. The 2015 awardees are Steven
Clark, professor of biology; Alison Dolder, instructor of
baking; Matthew Gallaher, instructor of English; and Michiyo
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Okuhara, professor of Japanese. President Robert K. Knight
also announced the recipient of the 2015-2016 Community
College President’s Award, Kathleen Fockler.

High school diploma recipient Leeann Hodge addressed the 201
Commencement. This was the first time in many years that high
school diploma and GED recipients participated 1in

Commencement.

New this year, students who earned GEDs or High School
Diplomas through the college’s Transitional Studies program
were invited to participate in the ceremony. Approximately 25
of these students participated in the ceremony, and High
School Diploma recipient Leeann Hodge was one of two student
speakers to address the crowd.

Transitional Studies
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graduates Chris Boots, Devon
Zach, and Amanda Halbert
wait in line to participate
in the 2015 Commencement
ceremony.

Before the ceremony began, these students had stood in a line
adjacent to the line for associate degree and certificate
recipients. One of them, Amanda Halbert, said she decided to
pursue her GED once her youngest child was getting ready to
start kindergarten. She is beginning college-level classes at
Clark now, with the goal of earning a degree in graphic
design.

“It's a little nerve-wracking, looking across at the people in
that line, getting their associate degrees,” she admitted.
“But I'm proud of myself for being here. And I know I’'ll be in
that line one day.”

Photos: Clark College/Jenny Shadley

To see more photos from Commencement, visit Clark’s Flickr
album.

On Her Way
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Kathleen Fockler smiles after receiving the news that she has
received the 2015-2016 Community College President’s
Scholarship.

About a month ago, Kathleen Fockler was on the way to a
Beaverton testing facility to sit for the National Council
Licensure Examination (NCLEX), the exam each nursing student
must pass before officially becoming a Registered Nurse.

She was ready. It had taken her 20 years to reach this point,
but she felt confident that the rigorous coursework of the
Clark College Nursing Program had prepared her for the exam.
Finally, after years of struggle, she was going to achieve her
long-held dream of becoming a nurse.

And then her car broke down.
In the middle of the Route 26 tunnel.
During morning rush hour.

It could have been a disaster. But Kathleen Fockler, age 47,
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is not someone to submit to defeat. When the tow truck
arrived, she persuaded the driver to take both her car and
herself to the testing site. She had driven there the week
before just to be sure of the route-“I didn’'t want to get
lost,” she explains—so she was able to direct him there
swiftly.

“I got there just a couple minutes after the exam began, and
when I explained my situation, they let me go ahead and take
the test,” Fockler recalls.

From the beginning, Fockler’s road to becoming a nurse has
been beset by unexpected detours and daunting challenges. And
each time, Fockler has been able to overcome these roadblocks
with a combination of preparation, persistence, and support
from those around her. During the 2015 Commencement ceremony,
her persistence was rewarded when Clark College President
Robert K. Knight announced that she was the recipient of this
year’s Community College President’s Award in honor of Val
Ogden. This scholarship provides full tuition and fees for two
years to a Clark graduate completing their bachelor’s degree
at Washington State University Vancouver.

’

“I still can’t believe 1it,” Fockler says. “This 1is an
incredible opportunity. A door has just been opened right up
for me.”

Fockler began taking pre-nursing courses at Clark in 1994.
However, her plans were derailed when her then-newborn son,
Gabe, began experiencing seizures and developmental delays.
“The timing was not right,” Fockler says. She decided to leave
school and concentrate on supporting her son and her daughter,
MaKenzie, who was born three years after Gabe.

Fockler held onto her dream even while spending many years
working as a paraprofessional assistant in the Evergreen
School District Early Childhood Center, helping support
children with developmental delays. It was only when Gabe



entered Clark through the Running Start program that Fockler
felt the time was right for her to return to school as well.

At first, the experience of returning to school after 20 years
was intimidating. Courses required online registration—Fockler
didn’'t even own a computer. But she quickly found the support
she needed at Clark.

n

“The resources that Clark has are tremendous,” she says.
“There’s a math lab, there are computer labs, there’s a
retention specialist in the nursing department. There’'s just
so much in place to help the student.”

Fockler is quick to point out another resource that helped her
on her journey: the college’s scholarships office. “When I
applied to nursing school, I thought, ‘How am I going to do
this?’'"” she recalls. “At the time, I was working two jobs, and
I'd heard how demanding the nursing curriculum was.”

But Clark’s scholarship specialists quickly went into action,
finding Fockler potential scholarship opportunities and
encouraging her to apply. “[Outreach/Scholarship Coordinator]
Lizette Drennan was like my cheerleader,” she recalls. “There

was a postcard of the scholarship staff that I found, and I
stuck it in my binder to remind me about the people who were
supporting me. I had a picture of my family, and Lizette’s
smiling face.”
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Presidential Scholarship
recipient Kathleen Fockler takes
a moment to hug and thank her
nursing professors at
commencement.

Fockler also found support from the nursing faculty, who
encouraged her to keep going. Fockler gained confidence after
working in the program’s state-of-the-art simulation 1lab,
which helped her develop clinical skills before she even began
her internship.

That internship proved to be another challenge. From the
beginning, Fockler had set her sights on becoming a pediatric
nurse working with medically fragile children, a goal formed
through her experiences sitting in hospitals with Gabe early
on. But Clark’s nursing program had only one pediatric
internship opening per cohort.

A faculty member suggested Fockler volunteer at the Center for
Medically Fragile Children (CMFC) at Providence in Portland to
gain experience. Clark didn’t have an internship partnership
set up with the CMFC; these agreements are labor-intensive and
highly competitive. But Fockler so impressed the CMFC staff as
a volunteer that they decided to create an internship
partnership for her. Now, Clark has a regular internship
opening at the center.

Throughout her studies, Fockler has shown a tireless work
ethic. She went over notes while waiting in her children’s
doctor offices. She reviewed cranial nerves while sitting
beside her mother’s hospital bed after a surgery. And when
Fockler herself had to undergo thyroid surgery, she didn’t
skip a class, deciding to simply attend the evening lecture
rather than her standard morning one.

n

“Each day, I try to learn everything I can,” she says.



On top of all that, Fockler found time to regularly volunteer
with the Evergreen School District, the CFMC, SHARE House, and
the Student Nurse Association of Clark College.

Despite her talent and perseverance, however, Fockler knew
there was another huge hurdle standing between herself and her
goal. In order to work in a specialized hospital setting like
the CMFC, Fockler would need to earn a Bachelor of Science in
Nursing degree. Fockler—-who lives in Vancouver with her
children; husband, Bunnell; and mother-in-law, Beth
LaViolette—has begun working with an in-home nursing care
service for medically fragile children. Even so, she couldn’t
see how she could afford university tuition for both herself
and MaKenzie, who is entering the University of Washington 1in
the fall. Receiving the Community College President’s
Scholarship means her way 1is now clear to continue her
education.

Fockler is effusive in her thanks to all the organizations who
have provided scholarships to her, including the Clark College
Foundation, Vancouver Rotary, and 40 et 8.

n

“I qguess it really does take a village to raise a nurse,” says
Fockler, who hopes one day to be able to fund her own nursing
scholarship. “The community supported me tremendously, and
working hard is my way of paying them back.”

Additional Scholarships

Through the support of the Clark College Foundation, two other
finalists for the Community College President’s Scholarship
were awarded $3,000 scholarships to continue their education.
President Knight announced the scholarships to Julie Mercado
and Melanie Brawley during the Commencement ceremony as well.

Photos: C(Clark College/Hannah Erickson (top) and Clark
College/Jenny Shadley



Curt Warner to Speak at
Commencement

Former football
start Curt Warner
is Clark College’s
2015 Commencement
keynote speaker.
Photo courtesy of
Curt Warner.

Legendary football star and local businessman Curt Warner will
be sharing his inspiring message with the Clark College Class
of 2015 as the college’s Commencement keynote speaker.

This year’s ceremony is scheduled to take place at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, June 18, at the Clark County Event Center. The event
is open to the public and tickets are not required.

About Curt Warner

In the course of his life, Curt Warner has used his talent and
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drive to succeed as both an athlete and a businessman.

Warner grew up in rural West Virginia, graduating from a high
school class of just 90 students. A talented running back even
then, he earned a football athletic scholarship to Penn State
University, where he was named an All-American in both 1981
and 1982. In 1983, he helped the Nittany Lions capture their
first national championship. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in
speech communication from Penn State.

After college, Warner was drafted by the Seattle Seahawks in
the first round. He led the American Football Conference in
rushing yards his rookie season, helping his team get to the
AFC's first conference championship game. Warner was named to
the NFL’'’s Pro Bowl in 1983, 1986, and 1987. He was inducted
into the Seattle Seahawks Ring of Honor in 1994, and into the
College Football Hall of Fame in 2009.

Warner retired from football in 1990 and opened his own car
dealership, Curt Warner Chevrolet, in 1999. He closed the
business in 2010. Beyond his current professional activities
Warner serves as a motivational speaker for companies and
institutions.

Warner lives in Camas with his wife, Ana; their twins, Austin
and Christian; and daughter, Isabella. Their oldest son,
Jonathan, 1is currently a wide receiver at Penn State.

Making the Most of her
Opportunity
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2014-2015 Presidential Scholarship recipient Natasha Hambrook

Early in Natasha Hambrook’s high school career, things weren’t
looking so great. She felt frustrated by the lack of academic
challenge in her classes; at the same time, she was having
trouble accessing help in subjects where she was having
difficulty, like math. She could have become discouraged. She
could have checked out, or gotten into trouble, the way some
bright but bored young students do.

Instead, she came to Clark.

Hambrook enrolled in Washington State’s Running Start program,
which allows students to take college classes while still
enrolled in high school. That decision paid off on June 19,
when Hambrook not only earned her associate degree at age 17,
but was also named recipient of the 2014-2015 Community
College President’s Award. The annual scholarship is given to
a Clark College graduate who is transferring to a WSU
Vancouver degree program and who has demonstrated leadership
potential, a commitment to community service, and academic
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achievement. The scholarship award provides full-time tuition
and is renewable for one additional year, essentially
providing full tuition to complete a bachelor’s degree.

Hambrook, who lives in Vancouver with her family and will turn
18 in July, has thrived at Clark, earning a 3.98 grade point
average-yes, even in math, a subject she came to love. “Coming
to Clark College has been the best experience,” she says.
“I've met so many amazing instructors and classmates who
really believed in me.”

Hambrook took classes in Clark’s challenging biology and
chemistry sequences as preparation for her chosen career path
of becoming a pediatric surgeon. She says one highlight of her
time at Clark was getting to visit the college’s cadaver lab
during a biology class.

n

“We got to reach inside the body,” recalls Hambrook. “I think
a lot of people were surprised by how I reacted, because I'm
kind of a ‘girly girl,’ and I think they thought I'd be turned
off by that. But I loved it.”

Hambrook was able to get a different kind of hands-on
experience at Clark with another one of her interests:
volunteerism. In winter quarter 2014, she became the Student
Volunteer Coordinator for Clark’s Service and Leadership in
the Community (SLIC) program. In that role, she organized
groups of students on volunteer trips to organizations like
Habitat for Humanity and Clark County Food Bank, as well as a
beach-cleaning trip to Cape Disappointment State Park.

On top of the 10 hours per week spent working for SLIC,
Hambrook spent another six or more hours volunteering at the
Southwest Washington Humane Society, where she helps care for
cats and trains other teen volunteers.

Hambrook says her commitment to community service comes both
from a love of helping others and from her own family’s
experiences. “My family has received help from the food bank



in the past, so I know there’s a need for community service,”
she says.

Natasha Hambrook receives her degree
from President Knight at Clark’s 2014
commencement ceremony.

Like 73 percent of Clark’s student body, Natasha Hambrook is a
first-generation college graduate. Her parents describe her as
a very driven, self-motivated young woman. “She did it all on
her own,” says her father, Matt Hambrook, of Natasha's
decision to enter Running Start and pursue a degree at Clark.
“We just ferried her around.”

“I am so proud of her accomplishments,” added Natasha's
mother, Denise Hollar-Hambrook, who has been working two jobs
to help support the family, which also includes Natasha’s
younger brother, Matthew. “She will be a compassionate
doctor—-she will make a difference.”

Clark College President Robert K. Knight announced Hambrook'’s
scholarship during the college’s 2014 commencement ceremony at
Sleep Country Amphitheater. During the announcement, he said
that a nominator had described Hambrook as “a rare type of
goal-oriented student who combines exceptional natural ability
with a willingness and eagerness to learn.”
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Hambrook plans to spend the summer continuing her volunteer
work at the Humane Society, and possibly at the Free Clinic of
Southwest Washington as well. She’s already investigating on-
campus volunteer opportunities at WSU Vancouver, where she
will begin taking classes in the fall of 2014.

“It feels so amazing to have won this scholarship,” Hambrook
says. “I am so grateful I had the opportunity to participate
in Running Start, because Clark helped shape me into the woman
I am today.”

#2014Clark: A Tale Told in
Hashtags

Our favorite stories from Clark College’s 2014 commencement
ceremony, held June 19 at Sleep Country Amphitheater.

Under the Caps
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Jaime Taylor and Susan Baker

Susan Baker and Jaime Taylor had to arrive at the Sleep
Country Amphitheater before 6 p.m. to get their spots near the
head of the line of graduates waiting for the Clark College
commencement ceremony’s 7 p.m. start. But for both women, the
wait for this moment was much longer than an hour.

“I started this journey in 1995,” said Baker, who works as a
teacher in the college’s Child & Family Studies department.
“And then I had children, and I had to put things on hold for
a while, but now here I am!”

Taylor—who, like Baker, was graduating with honors with an
Associate of Applied Science degree in Early Childhood
Education (ECE)-told a similar story. “It was kind of my
time,” she explained about her choice to enroll at Clark,
where she worked in Baker's classroom as part of her studies.
“My kids had gone to school and it was time for me to do
something for myself.”
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Judith Gomez

All along the line, there were tales of dreams deferred.
Judith Gomez-—-also among the ECE contingent at the head of the
line—first began taking classes in Clark’s non-credit English
as a Second Language program 16 years ago, soon after she
moved to Vancouver from her native Mexico. At the time, she
spoke no English, but she was determined to go to college. She
had to drop out twice when she had children, but eventually
she was able to improve her English skills to the point that
she could take for-credit classes.

“English isn’t my first language, so for me, doing papers was
double the work,” she said, beaming under her blue mortarboard
cap, from which dangled the golden tassel and insignia of Phi
Theta Kappa, the honor society for two-year colleges. “But I
was determined, and my teachers were amazing, so supportive.”

Gomez, who also works in Child & Family Studies as an early-
intervention specialist, said she hoped her children-ages 19,
14, andlO—would follow in her footsteps to pursue college
educations. “In ECE, we call it ‘modeling,'” she said. “You
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model the right behavior, and the children see it and learn.
My children are so excited already. They’'re all talking about
going to college.”

Kevin Ross was also hoping to being role model. “I am the
first one from my whole family to graduate from college,” he
said as he waited to receive his Associate in Applied
Technology in degree in Supervisory Management. “We’re talking
parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles,
cousins. It feels good-it feels great. It gives my family
members something to see. .. I have a little brother. I want to
set an example for him, to show him that you can succeed, no
matter where you come from or what’s happened in your life.”

Juliab Dutkel, Carlos Cervantes, Gregory
Michael, and Kevin Ross

For Ross, life has not always been peaceful. He first started
thinking about attending Clark when he was incarcerated at
Larch Corrections Center. He got to know Clark College
President Bob Knight, who regularly visits the center to play
basketball with inmates. “As I approached my time to come out
[of Larch], Bob started asking me, ‘What are you going to do
next? You should come to Clark,'” Ross recalled. “So I went to
Clark. It’s offered me an alternate route toward success.”
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Ross said he plans to transfer to WSU Vancouver to pursue a
bachelor’s degree in business. He will not be the first former
inmate to do so—-in fact, Clark College has long run an
educational program within Larch, and on the Friday following
commencement, a ceremony within the correctional facility’s
walls would celebrate the 34 inmates who earned their High
School Equivalencies during this academic year.

Standing next to Kevin Ross was Carlos Cervantes, whose cap
sat atop a long mane of curly gray hair. Cervantes came to
Clark when the housing-market crash put an end to his career
as a Realtor. He was graduating with a degree in Paralegal,
despite having suffered financial hardships after losing his
job.

“I was really struggling, but I got scholarships,” Cervantes
said. “The Clark College Foundation made my education
possible.”

Katie Brilz and Lacey Mac-Rhyann

For other graduates, this commencement wasn’t a dream
deferred—rather, it was a dream accelerated. Lacey Mac-Rhyann
had decorated her cap with the slogan “17 with my AST.” Mac-
Rhyann was one of the 235 graduates who participated 1in
Running Start, a Washington State program that allows students
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to take college classes while still enrolled in high school.
“It was the most phenomenal thing,” she said of the program.
“It didn’t just give me college credit—it gave me college
experience.”

Ana Lai, who had decorated her cap with pictures of scientific
equipment and the logo of University of Washington, also
appreciated being part of Running Start. “It gave me a head
start,” said the Ft. Vancouver High student, who plans to
become a mechanical engineer. “I did the calculus and physics
sequences, and I loved it.”

Ana Lai

Alecsander Thompson, who attended Evergreen High School, said
he appreciated the serious atmosphere he experienced at Clark
through Running Start. “In high school, you don’t pay to get
an education,” he said. “In college, people are there because
they want to learn.”

Thompson was standing next to his friend Mark Hamilton, also a
Running Start student from Evergreen, and who like Thompson
plans on transferring to Portland State University’s criminal
justice program. Another thing the two young men had in common
was that they originally chose Running Start in part because
Clark’s schedule offered them the flexibility to work full-
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time while attending school.

“You kind of cut out sleeping after a while,” laughed
Hamilton.

Timothy Witcher, Alecsander Thompson,
Mark Hamilton, and English
instructor Kate Scrivener.

As the bagpipes began to sound, the graduates quickly
adjusted caps and gowns in preparation for their
procession. This was the moment that would make all of
it—the sleeplessness, the studying, the doubts and
fears—worthwhile. Near the front of the line, Susan Baker
got ready to complete the journey she’d begun almost 20
years earlier.

“You know, when you’'re a mom, you spend so much time telling
your kids that you’'re proud of them,” she said. “It’'s pretty
cool to be hearing my kids tell me they’re proud of me.”

Photos: Clark College/Jenny Shadley. More photos of graduates
are available in the college’s Flickr album.
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Congratulations, Class of
2014

Student speaker Michelle Brincefield addresses her fellow

graduates during the 2014 commencement ceremony.

Clark College honored its 78th graduating class—the largest in
the college’s 80-year history—-at the 2014 C(Clark College
Commencement ceremony held Thursday evening, June 19, at the
Sleep Country Amphitheater.

Approximately 2,100 degrees and certificates were conferred on
the next generation of our community’s workers, leaders, and
scholars—up from 1,900 the year before. Approximately 715
graduates participated in the commencement ceremony, including
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235 Running Start graduates—again, a new record for the
college, which has the largest Running Start program in the
state.

“Tonight we are here to celebrate your individual
accomplishment, and more than that, we are here to celebrate a
community of accomplishment,” said Clark College President
Robert K. Knight in his opening remarks tot he Class of 2014.
“Our community needs each every one of you with your
individual skills and talents.”

Clark College Board of Trustees Chair Royce Pollard echoed
that thought in his own remarks, saying “We know our future 1is
in good hands with you, just as our community has been in good
hands with Clark College alumni for eight decades now.” The
former Vancouver mayor then asked the graduates to raise their
right hands and repeat the following pledge: “I will never
forget that I am a member of the Penguin Nation.”

Presidential
Scholarship
recipient Natasha
Hambrook takes her
seat after
receiving her
diploma.
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For the second year in a row, the ceremony’s student speaker
was chosen through an essay contest open to all 2014
graduates. Outgoing ASCC president Dena Brill introduced
Michelle Brincefield, who entered Clark through Running Start
and is planning on attending New Mexico Highlands University
on a full athletic scholarship.

“Wherever life takes you after today, you can always take
pride in knowing that you have a college degree,” Brincefield
said. “No one can take that accomplishment away from you.”

During the ceremony, Clark College President Robert K.
Knight announced the names of the recipients of the 2014
Exceptional Faculty Awards. The 2014 awardees are Kelly
Fielding, instructor of psychology; Chris Martin,
instructor of computer technology and computer graphics
technology; Sarah Theberge, professor of early childhood
education; and Jim Wilkins-Luton, professor of English.

Knight also announced the recipient of the 2014-2015 Community
College President’s Award, which 1is given to a Clark College
graduate who is transferring to a WSU Vancouver degree program
and who demonstrated leadership potential, a commitment to
community service, and academic achievement. Natasha Hambrook
will receive full-time tuition that is renewable for one
additional year.

This year’s commencement speaker was ABC Evening News anchor
Byron Pitts, who delivered an inspiring speech about the
importance of helping others. Pitts began by explaining his
own difficult beginnings with education: Until age 12, he was
functionally illiterate, and it took the unflagging support of
his single mother to help push him toward academic success.


http://news.clark.edu/2014/06/making-the-most-of-her-opportunity/

2014 commencement
keynote speaker
Byron Pitts

Pitts said that while some of that night’s graduating class
may have had an easy time earning their degrees, he suspected
many had had rough roads to travel. “I imagine there are some
graduates here tonight who heard too often, ‘Not you, now now,
not yet. You’'re not good enough. You’'re not ready,'” he said,
adding that he called such graduates “Children of the Storm.”

“To you, the Children of the Storm—to you for whom this night
was not guaranteed-you especially have a responsibility, I
think, to allow somebody else to live their dream,” he said.
“Whether 1it’s in nursing or as a machinist or going on to
continue your education—-whatever it is, in that space where
you stand, make life better for someone else.”

Pitts received a standing ovation, and it was clear that many
attendees found his message inspiring, as posts on social
media soon showed.

Photos and Video: Clark College/Jenny Shadley.
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Watch the entire ceremony on CVTV.
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