2021 Annual Employee Awards

Five employees received annual awards in three categories at
Clark College’s 2021 Opening Day event, held virtually on
September 13.

Awards announced included:

» Exceptional Administrative Exempt Award
 Exceptional Classified Staff Award
= Lora Whitfield Social Equity Award

Additionally, the Exceptional Faculty Awards, which were
announced during Commencement, were recognized a second time.
Employees were also recognized for their years of service,
with one employee, David Sims of IT Services, honored for 40
years of service to the college.
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Exceptional Administrative Exempt
Award

Mike See, Director of Safety and Security
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Michael Se
Mike See joined Clark College in November 2016 as 1its
emergency manager. He was named Interim Director of Safety and
Security in September 2017 and was named permanently to the
position in December of that year. A retired captain with the
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department, See brings to Clark
College extensive experience in law enforcement, institutional
safety, and emergency management.

See’s nominators said, “His approach helps to build bridges
around campus, and helps to break down silos. It makes people
feel like their work and department matter to more than just
their little piece of the pie. That helps to breed pride in
work and helps people to take ownership of their work
product.

“Mike is open to doing whatever he needs to do to make the
college work better. I have rarely met an employee at any
level of the college in my 24 years who is more dedicated to
making this a better place to be for students, faculty, staff,
and visitors.”
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Congratulations to all the other nominees
for the 2021 Exceptional Administrative
Exempt Award:

- Wendé Fisher, Advising

= Renee Schiffhauer, Advising

 Brenda Walstead, Dean of Business and Health Sciences
= Nicole Rogers Marcum, Office of Instruction

= Julie Robertson, Grant Development

= Abby Thompson, Enrollment Services

= Cindi Olson, Student Affairs

= Jennifer Lea, Business Division

 Katlyn Viers, Advising

= Angela Ford, IT Services

Exceptional Classified Staff Award

Jordan De Van, Program Specialist,
Enrollment Services

Jordan De Van

Jordan De Van is a Program Specialist in Enrollment Services.
Comments from her nomination include:

= “Jordan has one of the strongest senses of customer
service and how it should be demonstrated. She not only
responds quickly to inquiries from students and other
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departments, she responds happily despite her busy
workload.”

= “Jordan 1is always helpful and understanding when
assisting others outside of her department. Instead of
rushing through issues that arise with tracking student
grades 1in the database system, she takes the time to
investigate, and assists instructors to better prepare
them if the issue were to arise again in the future.”

= “Jordan’s knowledge, expertise and sense of humor always
makes working with her a pleasure.”

= “She assists each individual in a way that they can
understand the steps of the process and provides them
with direction that helps them along further in the
process—all with a smile on her face.”

Damon Grady, Campus Security Sergeant,
Security and Safety Services

Damon Grady

Damon Grady has been with Clark College’s Security and Safety
Department since 1997. He served as a Campus Security Officer
for 20 years before being promoted to the sergeant’s rank in
January of 2018. Comments about Grady include:

= “He frequently takes after-hours calls and adjusts his
shifts so that his people get the support they need.
Managing the schedule for 17 people, half of whom are
part-time, to provide 24-hour coverage is a difficult
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and complicated endeavor.”

= “Damon has gone beyond his role. When he noticed the
decrease in on-campus staff presences, he purposefully
expanded his knowledge on all the student-facing
services and learned how they work to best support Clark
students so he would be prepared to answer students’
questions during the COVID-19 pandemic.”

= “Damon works closely with his subordinates to ensure
they have the training and guidance necessary to be
successful in their respective roles.”

= “Damon responded to a medical call that involved a
person with a life-threatening injury. He was quick to
respond while properly assessing the situation and
keeping those involved safe and calm until EMS
arrived.”

Congratulations to all the other nominees
for the 2020-2021 Exceptional Classified
Award:

= ALl Classified Staff

= Dan Ellertson, Retail Clerk Lead, Bookstore

» Darci Feider, Program Coordinator, Student Life

= Jerry Horn, Secretary Senior, WPTE + STEM UNIT

= Jen King, Program Specialist 2, Financial Aid

»Christy Lewis, Fiscal Technician 3, Information
Accounting Services

Malissa Pierce, Program Specialist 2, Transitional
Studies Division

= Tiffany Saari, Secretary Senior, WPTE + STEM UNIT

 Karina Sanchez, Program Specialist 3, Financial Aid

- Kayla Escott, Program Manager, Financial Aid

= Jenny Shadley, Graphic Design Supervisor, Communications
& Marketing

 Everett Yu, Equipment Technician 3, Grounds



Lora Whitfield Social Equity Award

Hanan Al-Zubaidy, Director of Clark
College at Larch

Hanan Al-Zubaidy is Director of Clark College at Larch
Corrections Center. A nominator had this to say about her: “In
winter of 2021, when COVID ran rampant through Larch
Corrections Center, Hanan prioritized accommodating our
students through the outbreak, if faculty felt comfortable
entering, and worked with Department of
Corrections administration to provide learning materials to
eager students, rather than making them wait. Students were
able to graduate during a month-long lockdown as a direct
result of Hanan going above and beyond to manage a student-
centered approach in even the most challenging and stressful
of circumstances. We have watched Hanan overcome the misogyny,
racism and ignorance that exists within the ranks of the DOC,
and she rose anyway from graduate student intern, to Reentry
Navigator, to Director.”

Kushlani de Soyza, Professor of Women’s
Studies

Kushlani de Soyza joined Clark College as a tenured professor
of women’s studies in 2013. A nominator said this about her:
“Kushlani is committed to ensuring her students feel safe in
class and at Clark in general. For example, as the college
periodically suggests changes that will impact
instruction—-[such as] how, what, and where we
teach—Kushlani doesn’t shy away from standing up for her
students by emphasizing that their needs are paramount and
that changes that impact our ability to serve students from
marginalized groups should be made cautiously.”



Other nominees for the Lora Whitfield
Social Equity Award:

 Cath Busha, Dean of Student Engagement

= Connor Cantrell, Amanda Brown and Tasha Robertson, Clark
College Libraries Access Services

» Mike Godson, Professor of Automotive Technologies

» Tre Sandlin, Teaching and Learning Center

Learn more about Clark College’s employee awards on our Human
Resources web pages.

Outstanding employees

Administrative
Services

Stage Manager Mark Owsley steps out from behind the scenes to
accept a service award at Opening Day.
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Opening Day on Sept. 12 marked several celebrations of
employee contributions to the college. Employees were
recognized for 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, and 30 years of service to
the college. Three employees—Facilities Services Maintenance
Mechanic Daniel Simonson, Engineering professor Christina
Barsotti, and Mathematics professor Tracy Nehnevaj—earned
recognition for 25 years of service to the college, while
Stage Manager Mark Owsley stepped out from behind the backdrop
to accept a plaque for 30 years of service. And, in a surprise
gesture, Board of Trustees chair Jada Rupley presented
President Bob Knight with a Clark basketball jersey
commemorating his 10th anniversary as college president.

President Knight holds a
basketball jersey given
to mark his 10th
anniversary as college
president.

“Currently the average tenure of a community college president
is three and a half years,” noted Rupley. “We’re lucky to have
someone who's remained dedicated to our college for 10 years.”

Additionally, the recipients of the annual Exceptional Faculty
Awards and quarterly Classified Staff Excellence Awards were
recognized. The faculty awards are announced at Commencement
and the quarterly Classified staff awards are announced each
quarter. Additionally, two Classified Excellence Award
nominees were announced to be recipients of the annual
Exceptional Classified Staff Awards: Aleksandr Anisimov and
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Tia Schmidt.

Five Clark College employees received Presidential Coins
during Opening Day. Introduced in 2007 by President Bob
Knight, the coin is given to faculty and staff members who
provide exemplary service to Clark students, the college and
the community. The honorees are decided by the president and
are kept secret until the names are announced—generally on
Opening Day in the fall or during the annual State of the
College address in January. The newest coin recipients are:

Sean Janson

Sean Janson started at Clark as an assistant men’s soccer
coach in 2007. He became head coach of the women’s soccer team
in 2014, and has led the Penguins to be one of the most
dominant forces in their league. In 2017, they won the
Northwest Athletic Conference South Region Title for the first
time in college history. Additionally, the team held a 2.94
cumulative GPA, and eight out of nine sophomores on the team
signed letters of intent at four-year institutions.

Roberta Roche, who has
worked at Clark for more
than 40 years, accepts a
Presidential Coin at the
2017 Opening Day employee
recognition.
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Roberta Roche

Roberta Roche first joined Clark in 1973 as a part-time Clerk-
Typist. She has served in several positions and departments
over her four decades at Clark; currently, she is a Program
Specialist 2 in the Office of Financial Aid, where she serves
as the central point of contact for outside agencies who
provide funding for students. During the 2016-2017 year, she
processed more than $1.2 million in outside agency funding.
Knight remarked, “One outside agency representative recently
commented that he has worked with numerous colleges, and the
support and direction that she provided far outweighed any
other help that he had received.”

Sherry Smith

Sherry Smith serves as the STEM Administrative Services
Manager. She was commended for her role in moving departments
into the new STEM Building with few problems. “She works
quietly but she is very effective in supporting the STEM
unit,” said Knight.

Toccara Stark

Toccara Stark has served as Director of Marketing at Clark
since August 2015 and, Knight said, “It is hard to think of
anyone who has had such a great effect in such a short amount
of time.” Stark has led the college’s rebranding effort and
has been instrumental in many college initiatives. She also
works regularly with Clark College Foundation and community
stakeholders on behalf of the college.

Kristy Taylor

Faculty member Kristy Taylor was recently named the director
of Clark’s Dental Hygiene program after serving as interim
director for two years. She oversaw the program’s recent and
successful accreditation review. Taylor also serves on several



college committees, including Academic Planning. Knight called
her “a strong advocate for Clark students.”

To see more photos from Opening Day, visit the college’s
Flickr album.

Read more about Opening Day on our news site.

Photos: Clark College/Jenny Shadley
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President Knight congratulates Linda Healy, left, and Vanessa
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Meyer on receiving the 2016 Exceptional Classified Staff
Award.

Opening Day on Sept. 12 marked several celebrations of
employee contributions to the college. Employees were
recognized for 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, and 30 years of service to
the college. Four employees—Facilities Services Maintenance
Mechanic Michael Conder, ITS Specialist David Sims, Business
Professor Patti Serrano, and elLearning ITS Specialist Scott
Coffie—earned recognition for 35 years of service to the
college.

Additionally, the recipients of the annual Exceptional Faculty
Awards and quarterly Classified Staff Excellence Awards were
recognized. The faculty awards are announced at Commencement
and the quarterly Classified staff awards are announced each
quarter. Additionally, two Classified Excellence Award
recipients were announced to be recipients of the annual
Exceptional (Classified Staff Awards: Linda Healy and Vanessa
Meyer.

Six Clark College employees received Presidential Coins during
Opening Day. Introduced in 2007 by President Bob Knight, the
coin 1is given to faculty and staff members who provide
exemplary service to Clark students, the college and the
community. The honorees are decided by the president and are
kept secret until the names are announced—generally on Opening
Day in the fall or during the annual State of the College
address. The newest coin recipients are:
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Prof. Adnan Hamideh at
Opening Day.

Adnan Hamideh

Originally joining Clark College in 2001 as a temporary
business instructor, Dr. Hamideh received tenure in 2005 and
now serves as the division chair of the Business Department.
He holds a Doctorate of Education from Portland State
University. President Knight called Dr. Hamideh a “tireless
proponent” of the new Bachelor of Applied Science in Applied
Management degree that Clark will begin offering this academic
year. In addition, Dr. Hamideh has led the development of the
Business Core classes that help students prepare for business
majors.

Rebecca Kleiva
receives a
Presidential
Coin.

Rebecca Kleiva

After graduating from Clark College in 2010, Kleiva was hired
as a program coordinator in Eligibility Programs (now
Workforce Education). She was promoted to her current position
of program specialist in 2011. In this position, she has
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managed the Worker Retraining Financial Aid program, which
helps support students as they transition into new career
paths, and developed partnerships and strategies that have
helped the program exceed its target enrollment every year.

“She has consistently performed her job duties with the
highest degree of integrity and professionalism,” said
President Knight. “She is an innovative thinker who continues
to evaluate how she can improve processes and procedures to
better serve her students. .. Her knowledge and eagerness to
learn things that are outside of her normal job
responsibilities help to ensure that the customer service that
she provides to the public, community partners, co-workers and
students is exemplary.”

Felisciana Peralta
receives a Presidential
Coin.

Felisciana Peralta

Felisciana “Felis” Peralta joined Clark College in 2008 as a
Multicultural Retention Manager and was recently promoted to
Director of the Office of Diversity and Equity.

“In her eight years at the college, she has been a strong
advocate and partner on issues related to diversity and social
justice, helping to create and support a supportive learning
environment for our students,” said President Knight. “She 1is
a champion of equity and inclusion and has played a vital role


http://news.clark.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/20160912-IMG_0280.jpg

in the development of the college’s Diversity Plan, Social
Equity Plan, and Diversity Center.”

Peralta sits on the Cultural Pluralism Committee, Academic
Early Warning Committee, and the Incident Response Team at
Clark. On the state level, she has been a leader of
the Multicultural Student Services Directors’ Council and its
annual Students of Color Conference. In June, she received the
2016 Val Joshua Award, recognizing her leadership in working
towards eliminating racism and promoting peace, justice,
freedom, and dignity for all people.

Brenda Shular receives a
Presidential Coin.

Brenda Shular

Brenda Shular graduated from Clark College in 1996 and was
hired the following year as a purchasing assistant. She
currently serves as a procurement and supply specialist in the
college’s Office of Purchasing and Central Services.

“She is a rock-solid employee who manages an enormous amount
of orders in Purchasing in a timely way and with great
customer service,” said President Knight. “She’s played a key
role in getting the STEM Building orders processed in time to
ensure furniture and equipment is ready for the building’s
opening.”
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Mike Silva receives a
Presidential Coin.

Mike Silva

Mike Silva graduated from Clark College in 2001 and was hired
as a computer maintenance technician later that same year. He
was promoted to an Information Technology Systems Specialist
in 2002 and now serves as the supervisor of the Multimedia
Department.

Last year, Silva led a collegewide effort to redesign the
college’s standard classroom technology configuration. Working
with faculty and staff, he developed a new design that not
only provides additional teaching tools for faculty, but saves
nearly $10,000 per classroom in equipment costs. He has also
been part of the effort to make the college’s new STEM
Building ready for students and faculty.

“Over the past 14 years, he has been in a variety of technical
roles providing outstanding customer service and a calm,
reassuring voice able to solve the thorniest technical
problems,” President Knight said. “As the labs supervisor, he
hired and mentored hundreds of student workers, preparing many
for jobs and life after their graduation from Clark College.
In mentoring these students, he clearly demonstrates that we
all have a role to play in student success. .. He 1is an
outstanding supervisor, technician, and friend to many on
campus.”
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Prof. Caleb White
receives a
Presidential Coin.

Caleb White

Caleb White joined Clark College as a tenure-track welding
instructor in 2013 and received tenure in 2016. He holds an
associate degree in automotive and diesel technology from
Universal Technical Institute and previously worked at
Christensen Yachts, where he helped build some of the biggest
luxury yachts in the world.

“He has not been at the college for a long time, but he has
already made an impact,” said President Knight.

White has worked to redesign the welding curriculum to include
more hands-on learning that can be translated directly into
the workplace. Each quarter, his students use their skills to
create a project. Projects have included aluminum stools for
students to use in the welding lab, a large pressure vessel
that can be used on job sites, and an aluminum fishing boat
that was a star attraction of the college’s display at the
2016 Clark County Fair.

Photos: Clark College/Jenny Shadley
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Exceptional Classified Staff
Awards

Opening Day is traditionally the occasion for announcing the
yearly Exceptional Classified Staff Awards, which recognize
two classified employees for their contributions to Clark
College. Recipients receive a glass plaque and $1,000, funded
through an anonymous donor’s contributions to the Clark
College Foundation.

For their “exemplary work performance, outstanding service to
the college, a positive and cooperative spirit, and/or special
achievements or contributions to the college,” BEECH Unit
Operations Supervisor Jeri Kemmer and Facilities Services
Maintenance Mechanic Thor Tesdale were named the winners of
the 2015-2016 Clark College Exceptional Classified Staff
Awards.

Jeri Kemmer
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Jeri Kemmer, BEECH Unit Operations Supervisor

Jeri Kemmer is the Unit Operations Supervisor for Basic
Education, English, Communication & Humanities (BEECH) at
Clark.

The following comment from one of her Secretary Seniors best
summarizes Kemmer’'s exemplary work performance: “Jeri really
does go above and beyond when it comes to working at Clark
College. She doesn’t just do her job. She is constantly
exploring ways to make everyone’s job easier and she’s been
instrumental in many changes that have happened within our
unit and across campus. She won’t simply accept the status
quo. If there is a problem, she wants to find a solution that
benefits everybody.”

In her 19 years of working at Clark, Kemmerhas served on
numerous committees at Clark and has attended over 300 hours
of professional development training in order to benefit
herself, her job, and everyone at Clark. One office assistant
wrote, “Jeri’s work ethics are exemplary and she always has
Clark’s best interest in mind. She makes all of us better
employees. I love working with her.”

In addition to her work here at Clark, Kemmer runs an
international nonprofit called Strong Harvest International
with her husband, Rick.
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Thor Tesdale

Thor Tesdale, Facilities Services Maintenance Mechanic

Thor Tesdale is a Maintenance Mechanic in Facilities Services
and has been with Clark College for more than 15 years.

Nominated with input from 10 Clark employees, Tesdale 1is
described as someone who is “always smiling and willing to
problem-solve.” One of his nominators remarked, “One of the
things I admire most about Thor is his respect for all
individuals. Thor’'s personality is inclusive and he desires to
work together to achieve the necessary job-related outcomes.”

Another nominator wrote, “His energy and enthusiasm are
contagious. He creates a positive work climate.”

Other characteristics attributed to Tesdale’s outstanding work
performance include responsiveness, collaboration, efficiency,
creativity and communications skills. Nominators describe a
colleague who responds promptly to all phone and email
messages, is always on time for scheduled meetings, and makes
sure all involved individuals understand the decisions that
have been made. They say his communication skills are critical
to making sure jobs are completed correctly and on time. As
one nominator explains, “Even when deadlines loom and tensions
mount, Thor’s calm and respectful personality is a beneficial
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addition to Facilities Services.”
Other finalists for the award were:

- Karmel Baldwin, Secretary Senior, Life Science

- Guisela Eberle, Human Resource Consultant 1, Human
Resources

- Ernie Hafso, Custodian 1, Facilities Services

- Jeri Kemmer, Admin Service Manager, BEECH

- Marianne Luther, Secretary Senior, Counseling & Health
Center

- Vanessa Meyer, Secretary Senior, Behavioral & Social
Sciences

= Gail Robinson, Secretary Senior, elLearning

= Carmen Roman, Program Specialist 2, Advising

= Tia Schmidt, Administrative Assistant 3, Nursing

= Susan Taylor, Program Manager A, International Programs

 Thor Tesdale, Maintenance Mechanic 2, Facilities
Services

- Lynn VanHoomissen, Program Support Supervisor 1,
Security & Safety

- Heather White, Program Support Supervisor 2, Disability
Support Services

The Clark College Foundation instituted the yearly Exceptional
Classified Staff and quarterly Classified Staff Excellence
awards in 1997 to recognize exceptional staff members.
Nominations may be submitted by classified, administrative and
exempt staff; faculty; students; alumni; retirees; college
trustees; and Foundation directors.



Exceptional Classfied Staff
Awards

Melissa Williams receives her Exceptional Classified Staff
Award during Opening Day 2014.

Opening Day is traditionally the occasion for announcing the
yearly Exceptional Classified Staff Awards, which recognize
two classified employees for their contributions to Clark
College. Recipients receive a glass plaque and $1,000, funded
through an anonymous donor’s contributions to the C(Clark
College Foundation.

For their “exemplary work performance, outstanding service to
the college, a positive and cooperative spirit, and/or special
achievements or contributions to the college,” Enrollment
Services Program Coordinator Melissa Williams and Facilities
Services Custodian Derald Richards were named the winners of
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the 2014-2015 Clark College Exceptional Classified Staff
Awards.

President Knight presents
Derald Richards with his
Classified Excellence Award.

Derald Richards, Custodian

Derald Richards was described in his nomination as
“consistently performing at a level above and beyond the scope
of his job.”

While Richards is naturally a quiet and retiring person, those
who work with him regularly at Clark College at Columbia Tech
Center have learned to value his cheerful attitude, helpful
suggestions, and the way he takes pride in everything that is
asked of him. One nominator wrote, “He will drop whatever he
is doing to assist staff, faculty, or students. No matter how
busy he is, he always greets everyone with a smile and never a
complaint.”

Another coworker summed Richards up with just two words:
“Super Wonderful!!!”
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President Knight presents
Melissa Williams with her
Exceptional Classified Staff
Award.

Melissa Williams, Enrollment Services Program Coordinator

Whether they know it or not, probably every student who
registers for classes at Clark has been supported in some way
or another by Melissa Williams. Her nomination states that she
“consistently goes far beyond what is expected of her job
title to see that students, faculty, college staff, and the
community get what they need. She earnestly engages 1in
students’ experiences at Clark and has helped to create an
environment of focused customer service, communication, and
teamwork. Her communication skills have been instrumental in
explaining policies and procedures, assisting new staff,
keeping her coworkers in the loop when changes occur, and
keeping everyone up to date on a daily basis. Her approach,
keeping students as the forefront of what we do, has improved
and enhanced Clark College’s ability to meet the changing
needs of our student population. .. In truth, she is the very
definition of an exemplary employee.”

Other nominees for 2014-2015 were: Scott Coffie, elearning,
Information Technology Specialist 4; Rose Gardner,
Administrative Services, Office Assistant 3; Silvia Marinova,
Business Technology, Instruction & Classroom Support
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Technician 2; Vanessa Meyer, Behavioral & Social Sciences,
Secretary Senior; Lynn Vanhoomissen, Security & Safety,
Program Support Supervisor 1; Jennifer Vernon, Early Childhood
Education, Program Specialist 3; and Heather White, Disability
Support Services, Program Support Services Supervisor 2.

The Clark College Foundation instituted the yearly Excpetional
Classified Staff and quarterly Classified Staff Excellence
awards in 1997 to recognize exceptional staff members.
Nominations may be submitted by classified, administrative and
exempt staff; faculty; students; alumni; retirees; college
trustees; and Foundation directors.

Photos: Clark College/Jenny Shadley

Excellent News
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Joe Jenkins basks in his colleagues’ applause as he receives
his Exceptional Classified Staff Award.

Opening Day is traditionally the occasion for announcing the
yearly Exceptional Classified Staff Awards, which recognize
two classified employees for their contributions to Clark
College. Recipients receive a glass plaque and $1,000, funded
through an anonymous donor’s contributions to the C(Clark
College Foundation.

The 2013 Exceptional Classified Staff Award winners were:

Joe Jenkins
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Joe Jenkins, Academic Advisor

Joe Jenkins was described in his nomination as having a
relatable sense of humor and high energy that keeps students
engaged and aware. “He helps others think outside of the box
and communicates in an easy, friendly manner,” the nomination
read. “He is active in identifying student needs, and has
advocated for greater course offerings so students can
complete their degree requirements in a timely manner. His
expertise and knowledge has led to increased student retention
and engagement.”

Jennifer
Wheeler

Jennifer Wheeler, Information Technology Services

In her nomination, Jennifer Wheeler was described as “one of
the most diligent, collaborative and consistent members of the
college community.

“She is delightful, professional, personable and respectful of
the diverse individuals who work and go to school here,” the
nomination comments continued. “She takes pride in her work,
but more importantly in the effect it has on the success of
the entire college. She is always upbeat and exemplifies a
can-do spirit for Clark College.”
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New Steps

e B

After the office of instruction showed their music video “Rock
of ALl Ages” a flash mob started at the front of the gym. The
flash mob enticed members of staff, faculty, students and even
members of the Clark College board of trustees to get up and
dance.

On September 11, Clark College employees gathered in the
0'Connell Sports Center gymnasium to kick off another academic
year. Opening Day festivities are an annual tradition at the
college, a time to recognize employees’ accomplishments and to
reinvigorate the college community for the coming year.

This year, the day began on a more somber note than normal, as
President Bob Knight took a moment to acknowledge that Opening
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Day happened to fall on the anniversary of the September 11
attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. He noted
that he had been in the 0'Connell gym 12 years ago, playing an
early-morning game of basketball, when he first learned of the
attacks. Knight then asked the gathered crowd to hold a moment
of silence in memory of the victims of September 11.

Knight then mapped out some of
the challenges and changes the
college would face in the coming
year. He noted that after years
of skyrocketing enrollments,
numbers are starting to slip
downward again, requiring staff
in many departments to focus on
recruitment and retention. The
college is also gearing up to
adopt ctcLink, a new collection
of online systems being phased
into use at all 34 Washington state community and technical
colleges. And while the 3-percent pay cut that affected most
college employees has ended, the college is still facing some
budget difficulties, partly due to decreased enrollment and
partly due to being underfunding by the state. For instance,
the college’s new STEM Building was funded by the state-but at
$4.5 million less than originally planned.

“I am confident that you will face these challenges and
overcome them, just as well as you have done in the past,”
Knight said, adding that the college would continue to rely on
private support gathered by the Clark College Foundation,
which is ending its $20 million Ensuring a Bright Future
campaign next June.

Associate Vice President for Planning and Effectiveness Shanda
Diehl spoke about another upcoming challenge: crafting the
college’s 2015-2020 Strategic Plan. “Since we will use the
strategic plan as a tool to make decisions, we need all of
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your feedback during its development,” she said, mapping out
how that would take place.

But along with the talk of challenges and policies, there was
also time for fun and high jinks. Traditionally, Opening Day
includes a music video about the college, and this year it
fell to the Office of Instruction to create the video. Titled
“Rock of All Ages,” it drew cheers and laughter from the
gathered employees—and, afterward, sparked an impromptu dance
party that lured to the floor faculty, staff, Student
Ambassadors, and even the three trustees in attendance.

Clark President Robert K.
Knight presents French
professor Doug Mrazrek with
an award for 35 years of
service to Clark College.

The event also was occasion for President Knight to award
Presidential Coins to five employees, and for Human Resources
to announce the recipients of the 2013 Exceptional Classified
Staff Awards and to present service-anniversary awards to
employees who had worked at the college for five, ten, 15, 20,
25, and 30 years. One employee, French professor Doug Mrazrek,
received an award for 35 years at the college-as well as a
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standing ovation from the crowd. The event was also an
opportunity to present plaques to the recipients of the
2012-2013 Exceptional Faculty Awards, whose names were
officially announced during Commencement.

Photos: Clark College/Jenny Shadley

EDITED 9/30/13 to correct end date of Foundation campaign.

Scoop, There It Is!

Every year, as a token of gratitude for their hard work,
Exempt staff members don aprons—and occasionally funny hats as
well-to serve ice cream sundaes to the college’s (Classified
staff. This year the event took place under gray but dry skies
on September 4. It was also the occasion to announce the
recipient of the 2013 summer quarter Exceptional Classified
Staff Award, WorkFirst Program Coordinator Gayle Lee.
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Credentials staff members Rhianna Derscheid and Nicole Hopkins
enjoy some well-deserved treats.
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Staff from the Diversity Center enjoy their sundaes.

ffhﬁll /)
Clark College President Bob Knight and Dean of Library
Services, E-Learning, Tutoring & Faculty Development Michelle
Bagley take a break from scooping ice cream to say, “We love

our Classified staff!”
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Left to right, Director of Information Services Phil Sheehan,
Vice President of Student Affairs Bill Belden, Vice President
of Instruction Tim Cook, Dean of Workforce, Career & Technical
Education Genevieve Howard, Associate Vice President of
Corporate & Continuing Education Kevin Kussman, and Dean of
STEM Peter Williams served up sundaes with a smile.
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Foundation staff members Tajsha Carlson,
and Rowena Tchao wait in line for sundaes.
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Director of Academic Services Dedra Daehn, Executive Assistant
to the President Leigh Kent, and Dean of Developmental
Education, English, Communications & Humanities Ray Korpi go
bananas for our Classified staff.

Photos: Clark College/Jenny Shadley



