Archer Gallery

The exhibition of recent work by Art department faculty
members provides an opportunity for Clark’s art faculty to
show their work and to discuss their inspiration and their
process one-on-one with students, faculty, staff, and the
Vancouver community.

New tenured professor

Bruce Elgort, a professor in Clark College’s Computer
Technology department, was granted tenure unanimously by the
Clark College Board of Trustees on May 24.

New tenured professors

Nine outstanding educators were granted tenure unanimously by
the Clark College Board of Trustees. They were honored at a
college reception on May 16.

New tenured professors
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Professor Olga Lyubar, center, earned tenure in March 2022. Clark Colege/Jenny Shadley.
Four outstanding educators are the newest members of the
tenured faculty at Clark College. Darcy Kennedy (chemistry),
Nick Luisi (nursing), Olga Lyubar (health information
management), and Richa Sharma (communication studies) were all
granted tenure during the Clark College Board of Trustees
meeting on March 9. They will be honored at a college
reception later in the spring.

Tenure is awarded by the college’s Board of Trustees based on
professional excellence and outstanding abilities in their
disciplines. The granting of tenure 1is based on the
recommendations of tenure review committees to the vice
president of instruction, which are then forwarded to the
president, who presents a final recommendation to the Board of
Trustees. Recommendations are based on self-evaluations,
tenure review committee evaluations, student evaluations,
supervisory evaluations, and peer evaluations. The final
decision to award or withhold tenure rests with the Board of
Trustees.
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About the faculty members

Darcy Kennedy, chemistry

Darcy Kennedy earned her Bachelor of Science degree 1in
chemistry from Claremont McKenna College (Claremont,
California) and her Master of Science degree in chemistry from
the University of Washington. Before entering the teaching
profession, she worked as a chemist and research technician at
companies like Coffey Laboratories, TCI America, and Xerox.
She has experience teaching at both Portland Community College
and Clark College.

Kennedy began teaching at Clark College in 2012 as an adjunct,
moving into a full-time position in 2014. She currently serves
as representative for the college’s faculty union and on the
college’s Social Equity Advisory Committee. Additionally, she
was part of the first cohort of the college’s BUILD program, a
yearlong employee development program providing intensive
training in power, privilege, and inequity.

Kennedy described her teaching philosophy in the following
terms: “Each student brings a different level of ability to
the classroom community. Each student must then be provided
with the level of support they require to be successful and
accountable to themselves and the community.”

Nick Luisi, nursing

Nick Luisi earned his Associate of Applied Science degree in
nursing from Raritan Valley College in North Branch, New
Jersey. He earned his Bachelor of Science in Nursing from
Drexel University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and his Master
of Science in Nursing online from Capella University; both
these degrees were focused on nursing leadership. He achieved
the rank of Captain in the U.S. Army Nurse Corps, from which
he retired in 2015. Additionally, he has more than 15 years of



work experience as a nurse in private hospital settings.

Luisi has teaching experience at Raritan Valley Community
College and at Clark College. Since coming to Clark in 2018,
he has participated in the Instructional Planning Team, the
Nursing Scholarship Committee, the Outcomes Assessment
Committee, and the college’s Queer Employee Resource Group.

“My teaching philosophy is to offer a challenging and
inclusive classroom setting to support the values, beliefs,
and individual differences of our students to become
compassionate and progressive advocates within nursing,” Luisi
said. “I strive to appreciate and embrace the experiences,
talent, and gifts of each student as they are guided along
their journey to enter the field of nursing, through creating
a safe environment free from judgment while helping them
explore different views and beliefs to support personal and
professional growth.”

Olga Lyubar, health information
management

Olga Lyubar is a Clark College alumna who attended the college
as a Running Start student. She earned her Bachelor of Science
degree in Health Informatics and Health Information Management
(HIHIM) from the University of Washington. After graduating,
she worked for a company focused on sharing health information
online. Later, she worked in multiple roles in a skilled
nursing facility, serving as manager of the medical records
department, responsible for staff development, and responsible
for the podiatry and dental clinic, as well as the outpatient
clinic.

In 2016, Lyubar returned to Vancouver and to Clark College,
where she began teaching in what was then called the Business
Medical program (now called Allied Health). She also has
teaching experience at Portland Community College. At Clark,
she currently serves as the director of the Health Information



Management (HIM) program. She also serves on Evergreen Public
Schools’ Medical Services Advisory Committee and on Washougal
School District’s Health Sciences Advisory Committee.

Lyubar describes her teaching style as learner-centered and
teaching-focused. “In my classroom, both the instructor and
students are constantly learning from each other,” she said.
“I believe that the best way to learn is by active learning.”

Richa Sharma, communication studies

Richa Sharma earned her Master of Business Administration
degree from Lal Bahadur Shastri Institute of Management in New
Delhi, India. She earned her master’s degree in communication
studies from Portland State University. She has teaching
experience at both Portland State University and Clark College
and has worked as a senior associate intercultural trainer for
the Portland-based consultant agency TsaiComms.

Since joining Clark College in 2008, Sharma has worked to
develop intercultural competence both within the Communication
Studies Department and in the college. This work included a
yearlong Intercultural Capacity Building Program that
collaborated with speakers from across Clark College to
support her department’s faculty, as well as work to build
culturally responsive teaching models as part of the college’s
move to a Guided Pathways model of higher education.

Sharma said that she strives to “provide all my students with
a learning environment that not only opens their minds to new
knowledge and skills in a particular field of study for
economic vitality, but also encompasses a broader worldview to
raise their awareness toward responsible global citizenship.”




Nursing professor receives
tenure

Professor Dianne Lucia

Nursing professor Dianne Lucia was granted tenure during the
Clark College Board of Trustees meeting on December 8.

Tenure 1is awarded by the college’s Board of Trustees to
faculty based on professional excellence and outstanding
abilities in their disciplines. The granting of tenure 1is
based on the recommendations of tenure review committees to
the vice president of instruction, which are then forwarded to
the president, who presents a final recommendation to the
Board of Trustees. Recommendations are based on self-
evaluations, tenure review committee evaluations, student
evaluations, supervisory evaluations, and peer evaluations.
The final decision to award or withhold tenure rests with the
Board of Trustees.

Lucia will be honored at the 2022 tenure reception on May 25.
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About Dianne Lucia

Dianne Lucia earned her Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree
from Portland State University and her Master of Science in
Nursing degree from Western Governors University.
Additionally, she earned a Certification in Healthcare
simulation from Boise State University in 2021. She has work
experience in orthopedics, pediatric, and labor and delivery
nursing at many local healthcare facilities including
Providence Medical Center, Doernbecher Children’s Hospital,
Southwest Washington Medical Center, PeaceHealth Southwest
Washington, and Legacy Salmon Creek.

A resident of Vancouver, Lucia first joined the faculty of
Clark College as an adjunct professor in 2005. She began
teaching full-time in 2015. At the college, she oversees the
program’s state-of-the-art simulation lab, a teaching tool
that has had even greater importance during the COVID-19
pandemic when students had difficulty getting hands-on
practice in clinical settings.

“I believe the most important role I have as a teacher is to
promote a safe learning environment,” said Lucia. “I believe
that experiential active learning is the most effective
teaching approach. Simulation remains one of my favorite
teaching strategies because it improves critical thinking
through reflective learning.”

Welcome, Professors!
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In 2021, the college welcomed 12 newly tenured faculty member, clockwise from top left, Joseph

Cavalli (history), Mark Eddinger (mathematics), Amy Ewing Johnson (dental hygiene), Melissa J. Favara
(English), Tyler H.J. Frank (career and academic preparation), Doug Harris (music), Christina Howard (biology),
Dr. Sarah Kuzera (medical assisting), Dr. Michelle Mayer (mathematics), Kristin Sherwood (College 101), Beth

Slovic (journalism), and Christina Smith (English).

Twelve outstanding educators are the newest members of the
tenured faculty at Clark College. Joseph
Cavalli (history), Mark Eddinger (mathematics), Amy Ewing
Johnson (dental hygiene), Melissa J. Favara (English), Tyler
H.J. Frank (career and academic preparation), Doug Harris
(music), Christina Howard (biology), Dr. Sarah Kuzera (medical
assisting), Dr. Michelle Mayer (mathematics), Kristin Sherwood
(College 101), Beth Slovic (journalism), and Christina Smith
(English) were all granted tenure during the Clark College
Board of Trustees meeting on March 10. They will be honored at
a college reception later in the spring.

Tenure 1is awarded by the college’s Board of Trustees based on
professional excellence and outstanding abilities in their
disciplines. The granting of tenure is based on the
recommendations of tenure review committees to the vice
president of instruction, which are then forwarded to the
president, who presents a final recommendation to the Board of
Trustees. Recommendations are based on self-evaluations,
tenure review committee evaluations, student evaluations,
supervisory evaluations, and peer evaluations. The final
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decision to award or withhold tenure rests with the Board of
Trustees.

About the faculty members

Joseph Cavalli, history

Joseph Cavalli holds a Bachelor of Arts degree
in history from Portland State University and a Master of Arts
in history degree from University of Portland. He has
experience teaching in private high schools in Croatia, Italy,
the Kingdom of Bahrain, and Portland, Oregon. He has also
taught history at University of Maryland College Park and Mt.
Hood Community College, in addition to his experience teaching
history at Clark College since 2006.

At Clark College, he has served as program director for the
college’s Model United Nations team since 2011. He is also a
popular instructor in Clark’s non-credit Mature Learning
program and in 2016 received the college’s prestigious
Exceptional Faculty Award.

“My approach to history is best summed up by the American
historian John Tracy Ellis: ‘History is the rediscovery of the
past in an enlightened manner,’” said Cavalli. “I am always
striving to make history applicable to my students’ everyday
lives in a way that piques their interest and curiosity.”

Mark Eddinger, mathematics
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Mark Eddinger earned his Bachelor of Science degree 1in
electronics engineering technology from DeVry Institute of
Technology and his Master of Science in mathematics from
Western Washington University. He began his career as a
quality engineer at a manufacturer of lighting control systems
before spending a decade teaching English as a foreign
language in Japan. In addition to this work experience, he has
taught math at the college level for 11 years.

At Clark College, Eddinger serves on the Math
Events Committee, as well as on the team that has developed,
improved, and supported a new math pathway for non-STEM
majors. He has also designed Canvas courses that promote
inclusion and shares them with his colleagues.

“I am committed to being a fellow journeyer with my students
as we nurture our growth mindsets, as we learn how to make a
more effective effort, and as we develop a passion for more
thorough understanding of both math and the many academic
disciplines that connect to math,” he said, adding, “They all
connect.”

Amy Ewing Johnson, dental hygiene

Amy Ewing Johnson attended Indiana University’s School of
Dentistry, where she earned three degrees: an Associate in
Science in dental hygiene, a Bachelor of Science in public
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health dental hygiene, and a Master of Science 1in
education. She has more than 30 years of work experience in
dental settings.

At Clark College, Ewing Johnson serves as lead instructor and
coordinator for all clinical and lab operations related to
junior-year students. She 1is involved in dental hygiene
study clubs, and continues to improve her own learning by
attending state and national conferences.

“My teaching philosophy is all about making students feel safe
to learn through experimentation, question/answer, as well as
confident enough to learn via discussions and active learning
opportunities,” said Ewing Johnson. “I believe in creating a
warm and relaxed classroom community and work to
communicate an enthusiasm of support for every student, as
they strive to complete their academic goals.”

Melissa Favara, English

Melissa Favara earned her Bachelor of Arts degree 1in
English with a creative writing emphasis from Western Michigan
University and her Master of Arts degree in English from The
Pennsylvania State University.

Favara joined the faculty at Clark College in 2007, first as
an adjunct and then as a full-time temporary instructor. She
served as the college’s Academic Early Warning liaison from
2009 to 2020. She currently assists in training fellow English
faculty members on the college’s new co-requisite teaching
model to serve its most at-risk students; she has previously
taught in the Integrated Basic Education and Skills Training
program and has presented at national conferences on Clark’s
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work in both practices.

Favara described her teaching philosophy as follows: “I meet
students where they are and engage them in 1learning
opportunities that honor their experience while offering
chances to gain and apply knowledge in ways that they can
transfer to new school, work, and life challenges.”

Tyler Frank, career and academic
preparation

Tyler Frank earned his Associate in Arts transfer degree from
Grand Rapids Community College; his Bachelor of Arts degree in
history from the University of Michigan; and his Master of
Arts degree in reading and culture from the University of
Arizona. He served as a youth development facilitator for the
U.S. Peace Corps in Huallanca, Peru, and has previous teaching
experience at Pima Community College in Tucson, Arizona.

Since joining the faculty at Clark College in 2018, Frank has
involved himself deeply in the college’s work. He has
developed a fully online version of the CAP 42 (Integrated
Math and Science) course, developed Open Educational Resources
(OER), and led the outcomes assessment for CAP mathematics
faculty. He also leads the “Anti-Racists Curriculum and
Instruction” subgroup of the college’s White Anti-Racism
Education Employee Resource Group.

“As a teacher, I prioritize creating a safe and welcoming
environment for my students, where we all feel comfortable
enough to explore new ideas, make mistakes, and share our
discoveries and confusions with one another,” said Frank
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in describing his teaching philosophy.

Doug Harris, music

Doug Harris earned his Bachelor of Music in music education
degree from the University of Florida, after which he
continued his education at the University of Northern
Colorado, earning both his master’s and doctoral degrees in
music there. He has directed bands at multiple middle and high
schools, as well as at Santa Clara University and Western
Kentucky University.

Since joining the faculty at Clark College in 2018, he has led
the college’s concert band, jazz band, and pep band, as well
as directing its annual Jazz Festival.

“I strive to help each student achieve their potential through
positive reinforcement within a rigorous curriculum,” Harris
said in describing his teaching philosophy.

Christina Howard, biology

Christina Howard attended Portland State University, where
she earned both her Bachelor of Science degree in biology and
her Master of Science degree in behavioral
neuroendocrinology. She has teaching experience at Portland
State University and Portland Community College, and served as
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Lead Instructor of Human Anatomy and Physiology at the
National College of Technical Instruction’s College of
Emergency Services. She joined the faculty at Clark College in
2018.

At Clark, Howard serves as an event runner for the annual
Science Olympiad, as well as co-lead advisor for cadaver
dissection.

“My teaching philosophy is to help students find wonder in the
biological sciences, specifically the study of the human
body,” she said. “I employ an evidence-based and applied-
learning approach to engender deep learning and curiosity for
the subject matter, so that students can show mastery and
better understand how biology applies to them.”

Dr. Sarah Kuzera, medical assisting

Dr. Sarah Kuzera earned her Associate in Applied Science 1in
medical assisting from Springfield College; her bachelor’s
degree in management from Everest College; her Master of
Business Administration degree from Bryan University; and her
Doctor of Education degree from Capella University. She holds
certifications through the American Association of Medical
Assistants and the American Medical Technologists. She has six
years of work experience as a certified medical assistant in a
variety of practices and clinics. She has nine years of
experience teaching in post-secondary environments.

Since joining the faculty at Clark College in 2017,
Dr. Kuzera has served the college in many roles. She developed
a Medical Assisting Club at the college and served on a Guided
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Pathways Pillar One work group. She has served on the
Evergreen School District’s Medical Science Advisory Board and
participated in Clark College’s Instructional Planning Team
and Curriculum committees.

“I believe that teaching should always be student-centered and
I should facilitate the teaching environment,” Dr. Kuzera
said. “My role as an instructor is to provide students,
through my experiences and expertise, the necessary resources
for them to produce learning and foster critical thinking. I
have always been flexible in my teaching strategies to adapt
to the needs of the adult learner.”

Dr. Michelle Mayer, mathematics

Michelle Mayer earned her Bachelor of Science degree 1in
mathematics from George Fox University in Newberg, Oregon. She
continued her education at Texas Tech University, where she
earned both a master’s and a doctorate degree in mathematics.
She has previous teaching experience at Texas Tech University
and Pacific University.

Since joining the Clark College faculty in 2018, Dr. Mayer has
become the course co-coordinator for the applied algebra
courses MATH 092 and MATH 096.

“My approach to teaching is to present the material with
clarity and accessibility; create an open environment where
students feel comfortable asking questions and interacting
with me; and to challenge my students to think critically
while giving them the support they need to succeed,” said Dr.
Mayer.
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Kristin Sherwood, College 101

Kristin Sherwood earned her bachelor’s degree from
Lewis & Clark College and her master’s degree in public
administration from Portland State University. She has
previous work experience as the Community Service Coordinator
at Lewis & Clark College and as the Outreach Coordinator for
the City of Vancouver’s Community Services Department. In
2003, she began teaching in the human development department
of Clark College; ten years later, she began serving as the
coordinator of the College 101 course, which provides guidance
to incoming college students.

At Clark College, Sherwood serves on the Foundation
Scholarship Selection Committee, the MyPlan Work Group, and
the Guided Pathways Advisory Committee. She also regularly
presents in the Student Success Workshops presented through
Career Services.

“I aspire to empower, engage, and encourage my students with
knowledge and resources to support their academic success,”
said Sherwood in describing her teaching philosophy. “I do
this by developing rapport, making sincere connections,
providing timely and thoughtful feedback, and maintaining a
genuine commitment to my classes.”

Beth Slovic, journalism
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Beth Slovic earned her bachelor’s degree from Amherst College
and her master’s degree from Columbia University. She has work
experience as an editorial assistant at a nonprofit book
publisher and as a print journalist at the Bozeman Daily
Chronicle, Willamette Week, the Oregonian, and the Portland
Tribune. For the past 13 years, she has worked as an
occasional stringer for the New York Times, and she freelances
regularly for Portland Monthly and PDX Parent magazines. She
has previous teaching experience at Clackamas Community
College, Portland State University, and the University of
Portland.

Since joining the Clark College faculty in 2018, she has
become the journalism advisor to the Clark
College Independent. She also serves as president of the
Pacific Northwest Association of Journalism Educators.

“I believe journalism is a framework for talking about skills
and concepts that serve students in wider
pursuits,” Slovic said of her teaching philosophy. “My
students seek answers to questions and communicate across
multiple platforms, making them the ‘communicorns’ of the
future.”

Christina Smith, English

Christina Smith earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in English
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from McDaniel College and her Master of Arts degree 1in
rhetoric and writing studies from the University of Utah. She
has previous teaching experience at the University of Utah.

Since joining the faculty of Clark College in 2015, Smith has
served on several committees and work groups, including the
Vice President of Instruction Hiring Committee, the Vice
President of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Hiring Committee,
the Tenure Review Equity Committee, the Women’'s Studies
Scholarship Review Committee, the Clark College Forms
Committee, and the Student Code of Conduct Policy and Training
Work Group. Additionally, she has presented at both the Queer
Student Luncheon and the “Discovering College Confidence”
workshop.

“My approach to teaching is what I would call adaptive,
holistic, and rhetorical,” said Smith. “Adaptive teaching
means discovering how each student learns and processes
information, as this will let me find the appropriate teaching
methods and tools to successfully communicate course
content. This adaptability also speaks to my holistic approach
to instruction. I believe it is important to engage the whole
person, not just the student-mind that is present in my
course; this means providing supports that address their
personal needs while simultaneously challenging them as
learners.”

Exceptional Faculty Awards
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The 2020 Exceptional Faculty Award recipients are, clockwise
from top left, Dr. Don Appert, Adam Coleman, Molly Lampros,
Ken Luchini, Tom Stevenson, and Lauren Zavrel.

Six outstanding members of Clark College’s faculty have been
recognized for their contributions to the college with a 2020
Clark College Exceptional Faculty Award.

These awards are presented annually to full-time and part-time
faculty members. Nominations can be submitted by Clark College
students, faculty, classified employees, administrators,
alumni, Board members, and Foundation directors.
Traditionally, they are announced during Commencement; because
this year’s ceremony was online and abbreviated due to the
COVID-19 outbreak, they were announced at a later date.

The awards are made possible through an endowed trust fund
established by the Washington State Legislature and the Clark
College Exceptional Faculty Endowment Fund, which was
established in 1993. That fund provides recognition of
exemplary work performance, positive impact on students,
professional commitment, and other contributions to the



college.
This year’'s Exceptional Faculty members are:

=Dr. Don Appert

= Adam Coleman

= Molly Lampros

= Ken Luchini

= Thomas Stevenson
= Lauren Zavrel

Dr. Don Appert, professor of music

Dr. Don Appert

Dr. Don Appert just celebrated his 30th anniversary of
teaching music at Clark College. The director of the Clark
College Orchestra and head of the Music Department, Appert has
earned many awards over his career, including the prestigious
American Prize, the ASCAP Plus, and the Clark County Arts
Commission Lifetime Achievement in the Arts Award.

“He doesn’t just ‘talk the talk,’'” wrote one student in
nominating Appert. “He truly embodies everything he teaches
his students, from being punctual for class to practicing his
instrument every day. He puts his students before himself and
goes out of his way to create the best learning experience. He
expects a lot from his students, but expects even more from
himself.”



Appert earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in music,
specializing in trombone, from the New England Conservatory.
He earned his doctorate in orchestral conducting from the
University of Kansas. In addition to his 30 years at Clark
College, he has teaching experience at Centre College in
Kentucky and at Hampton University in Virginia. As a member of
ASCAP, most of Dr. Appert’s compositions have been performed
throughout the world. He has appeared as a guest conductor in
Japan, Australia, Central America, and throughout Europe. In
the United States, he has appeared as a guest conductor of the
Vancouver (Washington) Symphony, the University of Texas -
Arlington Symphony Orchestra, the Eastern Washington
University Symphony Orchestra, and the University of Central
Arkansas Symphony.

Adam Coleman, professor of computer
technology

Adam Coleman

Adam Coleman’s connection to Clark College goes back to his
own student years, when he earned his associate degree with a
double major in Data Networking and Computer Networking from
the college. He then went on to get his bachelor’s degree in
Computer Technology at Eastern Washington University. He
worked at SEH-America before returning to Clark College to
teach, and in 2014 was named a tenured member of the college’s
computer technology faculty.



Coleman has been active in serving on college committees and
creating partnerships with local organizations geared toward
helping people build careers. He was central in developing and
implementing new courses designed to help students earn their
Microsoft Technology Associate certification. An avid bike
rider, Coleman represented the college in the American
Diabetes Association’s annual Tour de Cure for years.

“Professor Coleman has been there for me since the beginning
of my degree,” wrote one student in nominating Coleman. “He
has always been attentive. He will sit down with me and work
through questions or concerns. He pushes on. He keeps going no
matter what.”

Molly Lampros, professor of
communication studies

Molly Lampros

Molly Lampros joined Clark College’s communication studies
faculty in 2010, and over the past decade she has taught
classes including Introduction to Mass Media, Interpersonal
Communications, and Small Group Communications. She has also
given her energy and expertise to enrich the college beyond
her classes, serving as a Phi Theta Kappa faculty advisor,
giving presentations to colleagues on how to support students
in the classroom, serving on scholarship and awards
committees, and serving as a faculty mentor for student



interns. Additionally, she has worked to create an Open
Educational Resource for her classes—essentially, a free
textbook that reduces expenses for her students. She is also
certified in elLearning and Quality Matters.

“She’s fun, upbeat and always brings such a positive energy
into class,” wrote one student in a nomination for Lampros.
“She knows how to engage a class and make people want to
participate, and she makes everyone feel included and heard.
She makes you excited to come to class.”

Lampros earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in communication
studies and psychology and her Master of Science degree 1in
communication studies and conflict resolution from Portland
State University. She earned her Master of Arts in Teaching 1in
English language education from Pacific University. 1In
addition to her decade of teaching at Clark College, she has
teaching experience at Portland State University and the
Oregon Institute of Technology. She also gets to put her
communications expertise to work in a practical environment as
co-owner of the Helvetia Tavern in Hillsboro, Oregon.

Ken Luchini, professor of
mechatronics

Ken Luchini

Kenneth Luchini earned his associate degree in industrial
electronics from Diablo Valley College in California. He



earned his Bachelor of Science degree 1in industrial
electronics and computer technology from California State
University Chico, and completed Master Studies 1in
instructional processes 1in vocational education at the
University of California Berkeley Extension. His work
experience includes more than two decades as an electrical
engineer, as well as 10 years as an electronics technician and
eight years as a full-time college vocational education
instructor in electronics and industrial automation.

Luchini earned tenure at Clark College in 2016. At the
college, he serves as the faculty advisor for the MechaNerds,
a student club devoted to mechatronics. He was also co-
principal investigator for the Clark College Rural Access
Mechatronics Program (RAMP), a program that developed “hybrid”
(combination online and face-to-face) curriculum to serve
rural portions of the college’s service district through a
grant from the National Science Foundation’s Advanced
Technological Education program.

n

“The amount of one-on-one time he provides is amazing,” wrote
a student. “While he is inexhaustible in the classroom, that
is not where his day ends. He’'s always available after hours
for discussion/clarification, and prides himself on getting
you the right (or best!) answer.”

Thomas Stevenson, professor of
communication studies



Tom Stevenson

Thomas Stevenson has taught in the Communication Studies
department of Clark College since 2010, teaching classes that
include Interpersonal Communication, Small Group
Communication, and Public Speaking. Before he began teaching,
he had a long career as a newspaper reporter and editor.

A graduate of Portland State University, Stevenson earned a
Bachelor’'s Degree in Community Development (with additional
focus on Communication Studies) and a Master’s Degree 1in
Communication Studies (with additional focus on Conflict
Resolution), both with honors. In addition to his decade at
Clark, he has teaching experience at Portland State
University, Portland Community College, and Chemeketa
Community College.

“I became a much better communicator after I attended both
Interpersonal Communication and Small Group Communication
classes from Tom,” wrote one student in nomination Stevenson.
“His enthusiasm and compassion have a huge impact on students.
I am grateful for the conflict-resolving skills I've gained to
deal when I work in a group and use these skills in my family.
Using perception-checking has helped me understand how to
solve misunderstandings and conflicts.”



Lauren Zavrel, professor of adult
basic education at Larch
Corrections Center

Lauren Zavrel

While academia is full of highly specialized fields, Lauren
Zavrel has built a career path that might be considered
unusual even by the standards of higher education: For the
past decade, she has taught in correctional facilities. She
has served on the faculty of Clark College’s Adult Basic
Education program at Larch Corrections Center since 2016,
earning praise from her students for her inclusive, supportive
teaching style.

n

“Ms. Z treats us as students first, not inmates,” wrote one
student in their nomination. “She works with you on an
individual level. She has a lot of respect for cultural
differences and is aware of how cultural differences might
play out in the classroom. She 1is accepting of all
backgrounds. She actively recruits and hires Teacher
Assistants from different backgrounds so that her students see
themselves reflected in teacher’s assistants.”

Zavrel first discovered a love of teaching as a motorcycle
safety instructor and began her academic teaching career 1in
English as a Second Language. She earned her Bachelor of Arts
degree in Romance languages and her Graduate Certificate in



nonprofit management from the University of Oregon and her
Master of Education degree in adult and higher education from
Oregon State University. In addition to her time at Clark, she
has teaching experience with Lane Community College, Lane
County Adult Corrections, Clackamas Community College,
Clackamas County Jail, the American Red Cross, and Team Oregon
Motorcycle Safety Program. At Larch, Zavrel helped develop the
first-ever tutoring program in a correctional facility to be
certified by the College Reading and Learning Association. She
also saw a record number of inmates earn their GEDs in the
2019-2020 academic year.

A Quick Study
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Supplies for students taking a ceramics class are bagged up in
Frost Arts Center, ready for contactless pickup. Photo: Lucy
Winslow

When Gov. Jay Inslee announced his Stay Home, Stay
Healthy order in response to the COVID-19 outbreak, Clark
College professors had less than a month to adapt about 2,000
classes’ curriculum to be taught online. Now, as spring
term is more than halfway over—-and the ongoing pandemic has
led to most summer and fall classes being offered remotely as
well—-it’'s clear that they were more than up for the
challenge.

“Our faculty are resilient and dedicated to student success,”
said Vice President of Instruction Sachi Horback. “Though
there were many reasons to settle for being ‘good enough,’
amidst this pandemic, our faculty pushed ahead, ensuring that
our students had equitable opportunities for student learning.
As educators, we were made for this, readily adaptable and
willing to do whatever is needed in service to our community.”

Professional baking professor Melanie Hendry gets ready for
a “Pop and Drop,” where students pop the backs of their cars
for her to load lab supplies in. Photo: Alison Dolder

“Our motto is ‘we make it work,’” said Baking Professor Alison
Dolder of her department’s faculty. “All of us jumped right in
to record baking videos, to learn Zoom and Canvas. We are not
technology-savvy people. But we are dedicated.”

Faculty and staff worked to create take-home boxes of baking



supplies for each student to use, filled with the ingredients
and tools of their trade-rolling pins, measuring spoons,
etc. They also worked to learn how to produce useful
instructional videos, no small feat: It requires a certain
amount of choreography to capture the best camera angle for a
stand mixer.

“Hands-on,” but online

Indeed, it was a challenge experienced across the college: How
does an institution that prides itself on its “hands-on
learning” adapt to a virtual educational experience? But over
and over, faculty stepped up.

In professional technical and allied health fields, faculty
quickly re-organized curriculum so that students’ lecture
classes took place during spring term and lab classes could be
delayed until summer, providing additional time to set up safe
social-distancing protocols for in-person lab work.

Mathematics professors collaborated with the college’s
Tutoring Services to place tutors right in Zoom classrooms so
that students got the one-on-one help they needed to
understand material. Tutors also worked to create a Zoom
version of their regular English practice chats held for
English as a Second Language students. Art professors arranged
virtual tours of galleries and museums for their students.

Ceramics professor Lisa Conway drafted her husband, a
professional video editor, into helping her create a series of
instructional videos for her students. As with
baking students, Conway’s classes received boxes of supplies
and equipment to complete class projects at home.

“For the month before spring classes started, I was working
hard and was busier than I’'ve ever been in my 30 years of
teaching college,” Conway said. “We’re all making videos.
We're all dealing with how students get their supplies and



materials. We’'re all completely changing how we function in
this universe. We're all reinventing our classes from
scratch.”

Learning from each other
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Bruce Elgort
Professors have been sharing best practices and tips with one
another as they develop their skills to deliver education
online.

Computer Technology Professor Bruce Elgort has become
something of a go-to source for many of his colleagues during
this shift. Elgort, a two-time Exceptional Faculty Award
winner, has a long professional history in the tech field and
already used many online tools, including Slack and videos, in
his teaching.

This spring, Elgort taught his classes using
the synchronous modality, which means the classes meet the
same time online as they would in the

classroom. (“Asynchronous” refers to online classes that have
no set time.)

“The most difficult part of going online is learning new
software and learning to shoot video,” said Elgort, who has
provided tips and tricks to faculty on this subject and
others.



Faculty also have had a great resource in the college’s
eLearning department, which oversees the college’s many online
learning offerings. Even before COVID-19, more than a third of
Clark College students were taking at least one class with
online components.

In fact, several programs are taught entirely online in
Business Administration, Network Technology, and Psychology.
They provide students the flexibility they need in balancing
college, work and family. More elLearning programs come online
each year.

“Offering our business programs entirely online will allow our
students to successfully complete their desired degrees
regardless where they live,” says Business
Administration Professor Adnan Hamideh. “It will also attract
working people who did not think about going to school because
their work hours conflict with a school schedule.”

A More Flexible Future

Clark College has already announced that summer and fall
classes will be offered primarily online, with some in-person
labs conducted in career technical classes that require hands-
on Llearning, wusing social distancing and safety
precautions. But even when it becomes safe to congregate in
large groups again, the current move to remote education may
leave lasting changes on higher education.

“Moving past COVID-19, I think more programs will go online as
professors and students gain confidence,” said Bruce Elgort.
“Professors and students enjoy personal interactions with one
another. Most would not have chosen this sudden shift to
remote learning. But through the process, many have acquired a
taste for elLearning. It is a powerful tool. In the future,
professors will have opportunities to blend different teaching
modalities to include face-to-face and online instruction.”



“No one really know what will happen in this next six months
and how it impacts what we do at Clark College,”
said Alison Dolder. “This experience has taught us that we are
highly adaptable and that we can learn new technology.
With each adjustment, we decide how to move forward—with our
students’ success in mind.”

Learn more: Watch this YouTube video for more stories about
Clark College art faculty adapting to remote teaching.

Welcome, Professors!
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Cuisine professor Aaron Guerra, seen here at the beginning of
fall term, was one of eight faculty members to receive tenure
on March 11, 2020.

Eight outstanding educators are the newest members of the

tenured faculty at Clark College. Rhea Becke (career and



https://youtu.be/YvG6Uq3tagE
https://news.clark.edu/2020/03/welcome-professors-5/

academic preparation), Chris Boucher (diesel technology), Amy
Laurel Bratton (communication studies), Alison R. Dolder
(professional baking and pastry arts), Becky Engel (American
Sign Language), R. Earl Frederick Jr. (cuisine), Aaron Guerra
(cuisine), and Dr. Nick Macias (computer science and
engineering) were all granted tenure during the Clark College
Board of Trustees meeting on March 11. They will be honored at
a college reception in fall 2020.

Tenure 1is awarded by the college’s Board of Trustees based on
professional excellence and outstanding abilities in their
disciplines. The granting of tenure 1is based on the
recommendations of tenure review committees to the vice
president of instruction, which are then forwarded to the
president, who presents a final recommendation to the Board of
Trustees. Recommendations are based on self-evaluations,
tenure review committee evaluations, student evaluations,
supervisory evaluations, and peer evaluations. The final
decision to award or withhold tenure rests with the Board of
Trustees.

About the faculty members

Rhea Becke, Career and Academic
Preparation

Rhea Becke holds a Bachelor of Science degree in biochemistry
and molecular biology from Marquette University and a Master
of Arts in Teaching degree from University of Alaska
Southeast. Before entering the teaching profession, she worked
at the Juneau Alliance for Mental Health. She has experience
teaching in public schools in both Alaska and Oregon, teaching
English in Japan, teaching chemistry at Clark College, and
teaching pre-college courses at both Mt. Hood Community
College and Clark College.

Becke joined the faculty of Clark College in 2012. She



currently serves as lead instructor for her department’s Math
Applications course, a member of the Transitional Studies
Standards Committee, and the Transitional Studies’ liaison to
the Mathematics Department. Additionally, she is part of the
first cohort of the college’s BUILD program, a yearlong
employee development program providing intensive training in
power, privilege, and inequity.

Rhea Becke described her teaching philosophy in the following
terms: “My classroom is a learning community where students
come as they are to actively engage with math in
contextualized situations in order to become critical thinkers
and problem solvers.”

Chris Boucher, Diesel Technology

Chris Boucher earned his associate degree in diesel technology
from Bates Technical College in Tacoma, Washington. He also
studied criminal justice at Santa Rosa College in Santa Rosa,
California. He has industry-specific work experience at
Peterson Caterpillar, Cummins Northwest, Pacific Detroit
Diesel, Cummins Intermountain, and Smith Detroit Diesel.

“My teaching philosophy is fairly straightforward, in that I
believe we learn by doing,” said Boucher. “Putting our hands
on a task forces our mind to focus on the task at hand. As a
teacher you must also demonstrate credibility to the
student, which will reinforce their confidence in your
qualifications. If the student doubts your experience, it will
reduce your effectiveness.”

Amy Laurel Bratton, Communication
Studies

Amy Laurel Bratton graduated summa cum laude from the
University of Memphis with a bachelor’s degree 1in
communication studies. She earned her master’s degree 1in
communication from Portland State University. Her teaching



experience includes Portland State University, Portland
Community College, and Clark College, as well as being a
certified yoga instructor who trains other yoga instructors in
public speaking and communication skills.

Bratton joined Clark College in 2005 as an adjunct and began a
full-time position in 2011. She served as facilitator of the
college’s Service and Leadership in the Community (SLIC) Club
and is currently active in assessment work at the departmental
and program level. She regularly engages in professional
development opportunities at the college, especially on the
topics of elLearning education and power, privilege, and
inequity.

“My teaching philosophy highlights the play between theory and
practice,” Bratton said. “I encourage students to discover new
communication concepts and to see how these concepts apply to
their daily lives. As an educator, I am continually inspired
by the opportunity to empower community college students with
their own communication skills.”

Alison R. Dolder, Professional Baking and
Pastry Arts

Alison R. Dolder is an alumna of Clark College, where she
earned her associate degree in baking management. She has a
long professional career in the baking industry, including
positions at multiple bakeries in Massachusetts and New
Hampshire as well as the award-winning Pearl Bakery 1in
Portland, Oregon.

Since joining the faculty at Clark College, Dolder has become
active in the local community, participating on the Fort
Vancouver High School Advisory Committee and teaching cooking
and baking skills at the Boys and Girls Club of Vancouver. In
2015, she was received the college’'s prestigious Exceptional
Faculty Award.



Dolder says she strives to “engage, encourage, and support”
her students: “I try to get the students excited about what
they are learning and encourage them to dig right in and get
their hands wet. I observe their learning styles and tailor my
instruction to suit each students’ style.”

Becky Engel, American Sign Language

Becky Engel holds a Bachelor of Science degree in sociology
from Oregon State University and a Master of Education degree
in Deaf education from Western Oregon University. Prior to
joining Clark College as an ASL instructor, she taught at the
Washington School for the Deaf.

Since coming to Clark College, Engel has served as the advisor
to the ASL/Signing Penguins student club, ASL Advisory
Committee for Southwest Washington high schools, a judge for
the Washington School for the Deaf’s Flying Hands ASL
Literature Competition, the Emergency Building Coordinator
Committee, and the Social Equity Task Force. Additionally, she
participated in the creation of the college’s 2015-2020 Social
Equity Plan and is a member of the first cohort of the
coll