
New agreement’s a HIIT

HIIT  student  Rachel  Cribben  says  the  ability  to  pursue  a
bachelor’s degree without leaving her home in Vancouver is
“extremely important” to her success in the program.

In a move that will provide residents of Southwest Washington
with  the  opportunity  to  train  for  high-paying  jobs  in  a
rapidly expanding field, Clark College and Bellevue College
have signed an articulation agreement that allows students at
Clark  to  earn  a  bachelor’s  degree  in  Health  Informatics
Information Technology (HIIT) from Bellevue through online and
remote classes—without leaving the Clark College campus.

“In  our  ongoing  conversations  with  regional  employers,  we
realized there was a need for Health Informatics Information
Technology professionals and responded quickly to that need,
but we also realized that there would be a need for students
to take their education to the next level,” said Debra Ortiz,

https://news.clark.edu/2013/10/new-agreements-a-hiit/
http://news.clark.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/20131007_0709.jpg
http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/


director of allied health programs at Clark College. “This is
a great opportunity for students to stay here in the region
and get a bachelor’s degree in a rapidly growing field.”

Health  Informatics  is  the  science  of  managing  electronic
health  records  and  coordinating  the  computer  information
systems used by hospitals, clinics, insurance companies, and
health  care  professionals.  HIIT  professionals  work  in
customizing software for large health care institutions, as
well as in data analysis, training clinicians on how to use
computer systems, database management, and many other related
fields. Demand for these skilled professionals is increasing
as  more  and  more  health  care  organizations  switch  to
electronic records-keeping, and as the graying Baby Boomers
spur an increase in demand for health care. Indeed, the Bureau
for Labor Statistics predicts that demand for HIIT specialists
will  increase  by  21  percent  between  2010  and  2020—a  rate
that’s  50  percent  higher  than  average  job  growth  in  all
fields.

Clark introduced its HIIT program in winter 2012 in response
to regional workforce needs. From the beginning, the program
was  designed  to  allow  graduates  to  transfer  to  four-year
institutions, including the Oregon Institute of Technology.
However,  this  new  agreement  with  Bellevue  College  allows
students to continue paying in-state tuition while pursuing
their Bachelor of Science degree; because the classes are
offered online or remotely, the agreement also allows students
to complete their four-year degree without leaving Vancouver.

“We’re thrilled to have this opportunity to collaborate with
our  colleagues  at  Clark  so  that  we  can  offer  students
convenient access to our online courses,” said Dr. Pamela
Charney, program chair of Healthcare Information Technology &
Management at Bellevue. “This will give students from Clark a
clear pathway to professional success in the exciting new
arena of healthcare IT.”
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Rachel Cribben is one of those students. Cribben, 27, earned a
certificate  for  medical  billing  and  coding  shortly  after
graduating from high school. But after she and her husband
separated in 2011, she realized that she would need to get a
degree to be able to support her two daughters, ages 3 and 5.
Her  mother,  who  works  at  Clark,  told  her  about  the  HIIT
program.

Cribben  says  HIIT  is  a  good  fit  for  her  personality  and
interests. “I like the healthcare field, but I’m more of a
behind-the-scenes kind of person,” she says, adding that she
hopes to find a job in a hospital’s information technology
department and eventually manage her own team of specialists
there.

Cribben says the material has at times been challenging. “I’m
taking Intro to Local Area Networks right now, and I opened up
the textbook and saw all these pictures of wires and diagrams
and thought, ‘How am I going to learn this?'” she says. “But
then I saw a picture of a [network interface card] and I
recognized  it  from  when  my  brother  built  my  computer.  I
realized I actually knew what it was already, and it made me
think, ‘OK, I can do this.'”

Cribben plans to earn her associate degree from Clark in 2016
and her bachelor’s degree through the Bellevue partnership a
year after that. For her, the ability to be able to complete
her  degree  without  relocating–and  primarily  through  online
classes, so that she can continue to care for her children
while being a full-time student–is crucial to her success in
the program.

“It’s extremely important,” she says. “I want to do this, and
I want to do it well. I want to show my girls that you can do
anything that you put your mind to.”
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New for Fall

International students make new friends in the International
Student Lounge on the first day of fall quarter. Fall 2013
marks record enrollment for International Programs.

On Monday, September 23, Clark College opened the doors for
its  2013-2014  academic  year.  The  college  welcomed  13,373
students on opening day, down slightly from fall 2012, when
the college welcomed 13,927 students.

The start of fall quarter is always a time of new beginnings
at the college, but this year is seeing a number of changes to
the  way  the  college  enhances  student  learning.  Some
highlights:

Expanded hours at CTC: For the first time, Clark College
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at Columbia Tech Center will be open for credit classes
on Fridays. The expanded schedule will make it easier
for  residents  of  East  Vancouver  to  complete  their
degrees  entirely  at  CTC,  without  traveling  to  take
classes on Clark’s main campus.
Expansion into the Gorge: In response to demand from
local  businesses  and  residents,  Clark  College  is
offering college-level classes to the communities of the
Columbia River Gorge through its new satellite location
in the Wind River Education Center in Carson. Until now,
residents had to travel 20 miles or more to attend the
nearest community college—and that college is located
out of state, in Oregon.
New Phlebotomy program: Clark College has redesigned its
Phlebotomy  certification  program  and  relocated  it  to
specially configured classrooms and labs on the campus
of  Washington  State  University  Vancouver  in  the
college’s health care instruction building, which also
houses  the  college’s  Nursing  and  Pharmacy  Technician
programs.
Bachelor’s degrees in Health Informatics : Clark College
and  Bellevue  College  have  signed  an  articulation
agreement  that  allows  students  at  Clark  to  earn  a
bachelor’s  degree  in  Health  Informatics  Information
Technology  (HIIT)  from  Bellevue  through  online  and
remote classes—without leaving the Clark College campus.
“In our ongoing conversations with regional employers,
we realized there was a need for Health Informatics
Information  Technology  professionals  and  responded
quickly to that need, but we also realized that there
would be a need for students to take their education to
the next level,” said Debra Ortiz, director of allied
health programs at Clark College.
Record  number  of  Running  Start  and  international
students: Clark expects to see more than 1,770 students
enrolled  in  Washington  state’s  popular  Running  Start
program,  which  allows  high  school  students  to  earn
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college credit for little or no cost. This number is a
5-percent  increase  over  last  year’s  Running  Start
enrollment. Meanwhile, Clark is also seeing a record
number of international students at the college this
year.  A  total  of  103  students  from  31  different
countries  are  attending  the  college  this  quarter.
Mechatronics  offers  evening  classes:  Clark  College’s
state-of-the-art  Mechatronics  program  will  begin
offering evening course, allowing workers to retrain for
modern  industrial  jobs  without  leaving  their  current
positions.  This  expansion  is  designed  to  boost  the
region’s economy; it was prompted by local businesses
who  wanted  more  opportunities  to  retrain  their
employees.

Food carts make their debut
on campus.

New food carts serve campus while Culinary Arts program
is on hiatus: Clark is discontinuing its Culinary Arts –
Food program while it launches an ambitious new redesign
of the program that will make it more responsive to
modern culinary trends. Three privately owned food carts
are supplying food service to the college while the
program is overhauled. The college’s widely respected
Culinary Arts – Bakery program will continue operating
during this time.
Water-bottle  filling  stations:  Students  and  college
administration have worked together to help preserve the
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environment by setting up water-bottle filling stations
around the main campus, thereby reducing the number of
disposable plastic water bottles bought and discarded at
the college.


